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GEORGE R. 

GEORC Ei by the Grace of God, King of Great 
France and Irelandt Defender of the Faith, e^c. 
to whom thefe Prefents (hall come, Greeting. ^ 
Our Trufty and "Well beloved Bernard Lintot of oi 
of Ltndon, Bookfeller, has humbly reprefented unto 1 
he is now printing a Tranflation of the Iliad of Homei 
the Greek, in Six Volumes in Folio, by Alexander Pop 
with large Notes upon each Book : And whereas the fai 
Kard Lintot has informed Us that he has been at a g 
pence in carrying on the (aid Work : and that the Ible Ri 
Title of the Copy of the faid Work isveftedin the faid Be 
Lintot : He has therefore humbly belbught Us to gn 
our Royal Privilege and Licence for the (ble Printing and 
ing thereof for the Term of fourteen Years. WE being gi 
pleafed to encourage fo ufefiil a "Work, are pleafed to cor 
to his Requeft ; and do therefore give and grant unto 
Bernard Lintot our Royal Licence and Privilege for 
printing and publilhing the faid Six Volumes of the I 
Homer, tranflated by the (aid Alexander Pope, for am 
the Term of fourteen Years* to be computed from the Da 
Date hereof, ftri£Uy charging and prohibiting all Our Subje£ 
in Our Kingdoms and Dominions to reprint or abridge tl 
cither in the like or any other Volume or Volumes v/ha 
or to import, buy, vend, utter, ordiftribute any Copies of t 
or any part thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, within 
Term of founeen Years, without the Con(ent and Approl 
the faid Bernard Lintot, his Heirs, Executors and 
iy Writing under his or their Hands and Seals firfl had 
rained, as they and every of them offending herein will 
the contrary at their Perils, and fuch other Penalties as 
Laws and Stamtes of this Our Realm may be inflicted : " 
the Mafter, Wardens and Company of Stationers of Orr 
Londcn, Commiflioners and other Officers of Our Cuftoms; 
other Cur Officers and Miniflers whom it may concern: 
take Notice, that due Obedience be given to Our Pleafur 
figniiicd. Given at Our Court at St. Jameses the iixth 
Jhay, 171 f. in the firft Year of Our Reign. 

By l-.is Majcd)** Command, 

James Stanh 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The Embafly to Achilles, 

t .' . 

A Gamemnon after the laji dy'*s defeat^ fropofet 
•*^ to the Greeks to quit the Jiege,^ and return t» 
their comtry. Diomed oppofes tiisy and I^cftor 
feconds Bim^fraijing his wtjdom and refolution. He 
orders the guard to he Jirengthen^d^ and a council 
fummon*d to deliberate what nuafures were to be 
followed in this emergency^ Agaqiemnon purfues 
this advice^ and Ndlor farther prevails upon him 
t»fend ambajfadxnrs to Ati&illes, in ''order to 'move 
him to a reedmeiliation. Ulyfles and Ajax.«r^ 
^ made choice ^ luko are .ju^omp t it ie^ by old Phoe- 
nix. T^hey make^ each of them^ very moving and 
prejjing Jpeeches^ but are rejeSied with roughnefs 
by Achilles, who notwithftanding retains Phoenix 
in his tent. 'The ambaffadors return unfuccefsfuUy 
to the campy and the troops betake titmfelves to 
Sleep. 

This book^ and the next folio-wing^ take up the 
fpace of one night, which is the twenty feventh 
from the beginning of the poem. The fcene lies on 
thefea-porcy theft<s^oS.ofthe Grecian /^//J. 
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HUS jayM 'B^ aaintua'd the watch of 
night 1 » 

While £ar, pile comrade of jngloiious 
flight, 

And bcav'n-bied hoiror, on the Gmiaa part. 
Sate (u each hix, and iadden'd cf'ry heart. 




• We have here a new fcene of aflion openri ; the Poet h 
hicberio given lu an account of what hippsned bi 4ii oriii ■- "i 
>twafoUowiiig books lebte tbe adveniuiei oi t^ ni^i^ 
A* 



8" HO MERs ILIAD. Book IX. 

f As from its cloudy dungeon ifluing forth, 

A double tempeft of the weft and north 
■ Swells o'er the fea, from Thracia's frozen /hore^ 

Heaps wavcst on waves, and bids xh^ JEgean roar^* 

It may be thought that Honur has crowded a great many ani- 
ons into a very (hort time. In the ninth book a courf:il«is con- 
vened, an embafly lent, a confiderable time pafles in the fpeeches 
and replies of the embafladors and jichilles : in the tenth book a 
fccond council is call'd ; after this a debate is held, Dolm is inter- 
cepted, Diomed and Ulyjfes enter into the enemy's camp, kill Rbe^ 
fus, and bring away his Horfes ; and all this is done in the narrow 
OMnpafi. of one nighd. 

It muA therefore be remember'd, that the ninth book taket 
up the firft part of the night only ; that after the firft coun- 
cil was diflblv'd, there. pafs'd fome time before the fecond was 
fiimmon'd, as appears by the leaders being awakened by Menelams, 
So that it was almoft morning before Diomed and Ulyjfes fet out 
upon their de(ign, wl^ch is very eyident from the words of JUJ^. 
/<r> book 10. V, 2JI. 

UW hfitrfi^.yig tCl^imMyi!^ r me. 

So that although a great many incidents are introduced, yet every 
thing might e:Sly have been perform'd in the aUotted time. 
V. 7. From Thracia'j Jhore,'] Homer has been fuppos*d by Er^ 

ffihenes and others, to have been guilty of an error, in faying that 
ephyrm or the weft wind blows from Thrace^ whereas in truth 
it blows coward it. Bur the Poet fpeaks fo either becaufe it is fa- 
bled to be the rendezvous of all the winds j or with refpeft to the 
particular fituation of Troy and the <L/Egean fea. Either of thefe 
replies are fufficient to (blve that obje£l:ion. 

Ihe particular parts of this comparifon agree admirably with 
the defign of Himer, ta exprefs the diftraftion of iht Grteki : <he 
i;wo winds reprefenting the different opinions of the armies, one 
part of which were incUn'd to return? the other to ffey. Enpa- 
thins. 



Book IX. HOMER's ILIjTD. y 

This way and that, the boiling deeps are tofl; 
lO Such various paffions urg*d the troubled hoft. 

Great Agamemnon griev'd above the reft > 

Superior fbrrows fwell'd Yds royal breaftj 

Himfelf his orders to the heralds bears. 

To Ud to council all the Grecian Peers, 
15'But bid in whifpcrs: thefc flirround their ChicC 

In fblemn iadne/s, and majeAic grief. 

The Kingamidft the mournful circle role 5 

Down his wan cheek a briny torrent flows > 

So filent fountains, from a rock's tall head, 
2.0 In fable ftreams fbft-trickling waters fhed. 

With more than vulgar grief he flood c^prcft; 

Words, mixt with figfas, thus burfting from his brcaft' 
Yc fbns of Greece I partake your Leader's care. 

Fellows in arms, and Princes of the war! 

Of 



V. 15". 'Btst hiUm whijpers^ The realbn why Agamemmn com- 
mands his heralds to fummon the leaders in (ilence, is for fear the 
enemy fhould dilcover their conflemation> by reafon of their 
nearnefs} or perceive what their defigns were in this extre- 
mity. Enfiathinu 

V. 23. Agamemnon*/ y^«^f^.] The criticks are divided in their 
opinion* whether this fpeech, which is word for word the fame 
with that he makes in IMi, 2. be only a feint to try the army, as 
k is there> or the real fentiments of the General. Dlonyjins of 
HalicarnaJfttS explains it ais the former, with whom Madam Dacitr 
aneun; (he thinks they mull be both counterfeit, becaufc they are 
- A ^ ^^ 



^ro HOMEBTi ILIAB^ Book IX. 

ly Of partial Jo^t too juftiy wo complain* 
And heavenly oracles bdiev'd in vain 3 

both the (ame> and beKevM ^omfr would have varied them^ had the 
< deHgnbeendifiEerenc She takes no notice that Ettfiathius is of the coa- 
trary opinion j as is aUb Monfieur de la Motte, who argues za if he 
had read him. *< Agamtmwm (fays be) In the fecond Iliad thought 
« himfelf affuied of viftory from the dream which J^her had 
•«• lent to him^ and in that confidence was defirous to bring the 
«* Grtekt to a battel : but in the ninth book his circumftances are- 
«* changed, he is in the utmoft diftreft and defpair upon his de- 
•« feat> and therefore hit propoial t» raiie the fiege is in all pro- 
* bability fincere. If Hwner had intended we fliould think othet- 
** wife> he would have roJd us fb, as he did on the former occa.- 
*^ fion: and lpm« o£ the oiSficers would have fufpefled a £einc the- 
•* rather, becaufe they had been impos'd upon by the fame /peech 
" befbret But none- of them fufpe6^ him at alL J)iomtd thinks 
** him (b much in earned as to reproach his cowardice. JV^or 
** applauds Diomtd's libecty^ and ^amtmnon makes not the leaft 
« defence for himfelf.*" 

Dadtr anfwers^ that Homer had no occafibn to tell, u* this wa* 
counterfeit becauic the officers could not but remember it to have- 
Been (b before i and as for the anfwers-of Diomed and Nejlor, they, 
only carry on the lame fieintjt as Diot^Jins hzs prov'd, whofe rea- 
ions may be feen in the fc^wing noce. 

I do not pretend to decide upon this point j but which way {o^ 
fvvr it be? I think AgammrnoiC^ defign was equally anfwer'd by. 
vepeating the fame fpeech : fo that the repetition at lead is not to 
be blamed in Homer, What obliged Agamemnm. to that feint} in 
^e fecond book} was the hatred he had incurred in the army by 
Wing the caufe of Achilla's departure. ; thi» made it but a neceA- 
liry precaution in him to try» before he came to a battel, whe- 
dw the Greeks were difpos'd to it :. And: it was equally neceflary„ 
in cafe the event Ihould prove unfuccefsfol} to free himfelf fronL 
the odiimi of being the occafion of it.. Therefore when they were 
BOW anally defeated, to repeat the Ikme words, was the readied, 
-way to put them in mind that he had propos'd the lame advice to 
^m bdbre the battels and to make it appear unjud that their ill> 
fortune (hould be cha]|;ed upon husu. See the f^ and 8^ notes- 
fA the fecQid Iliad.. 

Aiafir 



Book IX. HO ME R'i ILIAD. U 

A iafe ivtorn was promis'd to our toils. 
With conqneft Jxmour'd, aodenrich'd with Q)oiIs ; 
Now (hameful flight aloiie can fave the hoftj 
30 Our wealth, our people, and our glorv loft. 
So y(yt/9 decrees. Almighty Lord of all ! 
Jove^ at who£e n(>d whole empires rife or M>. 
Who (hakes the feeble props of human trufl^ 
And tow'rs and armies humhles to the duft.. 
35'Hafte then, for ever quit thefe fatal fields, 
Hafle to the joys our native country yields;. 
Spread all your canvas, all your oars employ. 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-defended Trey, 
He faid $ deep filence hdd the Qreeian band^ 
40 Silent, unmoved, in dire difinay they i2and» 
A penfive fcene ! 'till l^ileu^ warlike fbn 
RoU'd on the King his eycs^ and thus begun^ 

When Kings adviie us to renounce our fame,. 
Firffc let him fpeak, who firfl has fu&r'd. ihamew 

If 



V. 43. Tht J^eech if DiomedJ] I (hall licre tranflate the Criti- 
cifm of Dionyfius on this pafTage. He asks, '* What can be the 
** drift of Diamed, when he infults Aia^emnm in his ^iefs and 
•* diffarefles ? For what Diomed here fays, feems not only very 
«<^ ill-tim'd) but inconfifient with his own opinion, and with the 
« refpe^ he had (hewn in the beginning of thi« very fpeech.' 



»» 



A6 V 



|z HOMERS ILIAD. BookIX^ 

15' If I oppofc thee,. Prince! thy wrath with-hold. 
The la>vs of council bid my tongue be bold. , 
Thou firft^ and thou alone, in fields of fight, 
Durft brand my courage, and defame my might i 
Nor from a friend th* unkind reproach appear 'd> 

r^Thc Greeki Jftood witncfs, aU our army heard^ 



If I Hphratd thee» Trincey thy ver/ith with-holdt 
The laws of coLiuil bid my tongnc be bold, 

«* This is the introduftion of a man in temper, who is willing 
" to fofccn and excufe the liberty of what is to follow, and what 
** neceflity only obliges him to utter. Biit ^e fubjoins a refentment 
** of the reproach the King had formerly thrown upon him, and 
•* tells him that Jupiter had given him power and dominion 
'* without couj:^ge and virtue. Thefe are things which agree but 
•* ill together, that Diomed (hould upbraid Agamemnon in his ad- 
« verfity, with pail injuries) after he had endur'd his reproaches 
«* with io much moderation, and had reproved Sthenelus fb warm- 
«* ly for the contrary pra£lice in the fourth book. If any one an- 
<< fwer, that Diomed was warranted in this freedom by the bra- 
•« very of his warlike behaviour fince that reproach, he fuppoles 
« this Hero very ignorant how to demean himfelf in prolperity. 
«* The truth is> this whole accuCition of Diomed's is only a feinc 
•* to fcrve the de^ns of Agamemmn, For being defirous to per- 
'* iuade the GreeU againft their departure, he efFe6U that defign by 
•* this covmterfeited anger, and licence of fpeech : and feeming to 
'* relent, that Agamemnon ihould be capable of imagining the ar- 
** my would return to Greecey he ^tificially makes ufe of thefe re- 
** proaches to cover his argument. This is farther confirm'd by 
•<< what follows, when he bids Agamemnon return, if he pleafes, 
" and affirms that the Grecians will ftay without him. Nay, he 
" carries the matter fb far, as to boafl, that if all the refl (hould 
*< depart, himfelf and. Sthenitlus abne would continue the war» 
«< which would be extremd|jr duldii[b and abfurd in any other view 

ft rhflfi th'tM^ 

" ■ ' Th^ 



aooK IX. HO ME R's IL IAD. i j ^ 

Hie Gods, O Cliicf ! from whom our honours fprin^' 

The Gods liave made thee but by halves a Kingj 

They gayx thee fceptcrs, and a wide command, 

rhey gave dominion o'er the ieas and land. 

The noblefl pow'r that might the world controul 

They gave thee no t i a brave and virtuous fouL 

s this a Gen'raPs voice, that would fuggeft 

•"ears like his owa to ev'i-y Qrmm breafl?.. 

i^nfiding in ouf want of worth, hefbnds, 

Lnd if we fly, 'tis what our King commands. 

ro thou inglorious ! from th' embattell'd plain j 

hips thou haft ftore, and neareft to the main, 

^ nobler care the Grecians fliall employ, 

'o combate, conquer, and extirpate 2?iy^ 

(ere Greece ihall flay i or if all. Greece retirjc, 

fy felf will ftay, till Try or I expirci 



V. fg. They ^a^e thee fceptersy &C.] This is the language of a 
ave mail) to affirm and fay boldly> that courage is above fcep* 
•s and crowns. Scepters and crowns, were indeed in former 
aes not hereditary, but the recompence of vatour. With what 
; and haughtinefs' Divmed fets himfelf indiiedly above ^gamcm- 
t! Ettftatlnns, 

V. 62. And nearefi to the main.'] There is a feaet ftroke of 
yr in thele words : Diomed tells the King that his fquadron lies 
xt the feaj infinuating that they were the moft diftant from the 
xel? and readied for flight. Enfiathins^ 
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Hj ielf> and Sthaulusy will fight fcM* fame ; 

God bade u& fight, and *twas with God we came* 

He ccas*d j the Gneks loud acclamation raife, 
70 And voice ta voice refounds Tydidei* praife. 
Wife hliftof thea his rev'rend figure rear'd y 
He fpoke: the hoft in ftill attention heard^ 

O truly great ! in whom the Gods have join'd 
Such firength ot body with fuch fiwce of mind 5 



y, 63. Goi bade us fighu and 'twas with God we cameJ] Tl 
u literal from the Greeky and therein may be feen the ftyle of h 
icripture* where 'th faid that thej cwue with God, or that tl 
come not wiihmt God, meaning that they did not come without 
OTder : Ntan^d fine DamiM afcendi in. terram ifiam 'f &ys Rah\ 
kah to Hezekiah, in Ifaiah 36. V. 8, This paflage feems to 
very beautifiiL >Homer adds it to flicw that the valour of Dion 
which puts htm upon remaining alooe with Sthenelusy when 
the Greeks were gonej is not a lalh and mad boldnefs) but a i 
fbnable one* and founded on the promifes of God himfelf} v 
cannot lye. Dacier^ 
^v* 75. The fpeech of Neftof.] Dionyjius gives us the defign 
this fpeech in the place above-citedi ** Nefiar (fays he) feco: 
•^ the oration of Diomed:^ We fhall perceive the artifice of his < 
«* courfe, if we refle£l to how little purpofe it would be with 
*< this defign. He praifes Diomed (or wla,t he has faid* butdoej 
** not without dechring, that he had not fpoken fiilly to the p 
*^ pofc) but fallen flxort in ISjme pointS} which he aJfcribes to 
*( youth) and promifes to fuppiy them. Then after a long p 
** ambk) when he has turn*d himfelf ieveral waysi as if he 1 
♦* Fponing in a hew and uncommon vein of oratory, he o 
«* eludes by ordering the watch to their ftations, and advii 
«* Agamemnon to invite the elders of the army to a fupj 
^ t)»csie> out of many counlels> to. cbufe the be/i All t 
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7^ Iq condu^b, as ia courage, you tzcAt 
StiU fir/l to adl wiiat you advife fb weD. 
Thofe wholfbmc counfels which thy wiftiom move5. 
Applauding Grmt with common voice approves. 

^ at firfl fight appears- abfurd: but we muft know that Ke§or coo 
** fpeaks in figure. Diomed feems to quarrel with Agamemnon 
** purely to gratify him; but -W<?/?or praifes his liberty of fpeechy 
** a« it were to vindicate a real quarrel with the King. The end 
^ of aU chi5 is only to< vaiwt j^amemnm to fiipplicace AthiUes ; 
'^ and to that end he fb much commends the young man's free- 
*^ dom. In propofing to call a councilonly o£ the eldeft he confult? 
** the dignity of Agamemmnt that he might not be expos'd to make 
** this Qoodeicen&m befiorfi the younger officers. And he concludes 
" by an artful inference of the abfolute neceflity of applying to. 
** Aihilki from the pcelent podure of their a6fair«. 

Set what a blaze from hefiile tents affiresy 
How near cwr fleets ^roach the Trojan fires:! 

** This is all Nefor fays at this time before the general a^mbly 
" ef the Greeks ; but in his next ipeech, when the elders only are 
** prefent, he explains' the whole matter at large, and openly de- 
*« dares that they muft have recouife to Achillas, Dion, Hal, n^. 
** \%nfAet7i(ri^»fy f" !• 

?Uttarch de and, Poetist takes notice of this piece of decorum in 
Neflor, who when he intended to move for a mediation with 
Achilles, chole not to do it in publick,but proposed a private meet- 
ing of the Chiefs to that end. l£ what thefe two gi*eat authors 
have laid be confider'd, there will be no room for the trivial ob- 
je£kion fbme moderns have made to this propofal of NeJJor's, as 
K in the prefent diftrefs he did no. m<xt than imperdnendy ad- 
Tifc them to go to fuppen 

v. 73. O trnly great:] Nefior could d» no le(s than commend 
Btometfs valour, he had lately been a witi^els of it when he was ' 
preferv'd from falling into die enemy's hands till he was refcu'd 
hjDimfd. Stigathkt^ 



i(f HOMERS ILIAB. Book IX. 

Kings thou canft hiamei a bold^ but prudent youth j 
80 And blame ev'n Kings with praife, becauic with trutB* 
And yet thofe years that fince thy birth have jun. 
Would hardly flyle thee iJefta^s youngeft fon^ 
Then let me add what yet remains behind, 
A thought imfinifh'd in that gen'rous mind i 
8 J Age bids me fpeak,- nor (hall th- advice I bring , 
Diilaft the people,- or offend the King. 

Curs'd is the man, and void of law and right. 
Unworthy property, unworthy light, . 



V. $7. Cuts' d is the man.'] NefioTy fays the fame author, very 
artfully brings in thefe words as a general maxim, in order to 
difpofe Agnmemnvn to a reconciliation with Achilles : he delivers 
it in general terms, and leaves the King to make the application. 
This pafTage is tranflated with liberty, for the original comprizes 
a great deal in a very few words, a^S^^n)^ adifUT&'y M^^' 
it will be proper to give a particular explication of each of thefe j 
'A^fiitoff %s EtffiathtMSi figiiifies one who is a vagabond or fo- 
reigner. The Athenians kept a re^fter, in which all that werft 
born were enroll*d, whence it eafily appear'd who were citizens* 
or not ; 'AfgtTWf therefore fignifies one who is depriv'd of the. 
privilege of a citizen. *A^fittr^ is one who had forfeited all 
title to be protefted by the laws of his country. *A»(st®-> one. 
that has.no habitation, oj rather one that was not permitted to 
partake of any family facrifice. For 'E^'a is a family Goddelsx 
and Jftpiter fometimes is called fiwc lgtii^@*. 

There is a fort of gradation in thefe words. *A3«itu«-@^, figni- 
fies a man that has loft the privileges of his country j m^fktuf 
thofe of his own tribe, and iiWp@H ihofe of his own family. 

Unfit 
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Book IX. HO ME Rs ILIAD. 

Unfit for publick. rule, or private care 3 

That wretch, that monfter,. who. delighta in war i 
Whofe luft i% murder, and whoie horrid joy 
To tear His country, and his kind deftroy! 
This night,, rejfrefh and fortify thy train 5 
Between the ti:ench and wall, let guards remain; 

)j'6e that the duty of the youpg and bold j 
But thou, Q King, to council call the old: . 
Great is thy fway, and weighty are thy cares^ 
Thy high commands xsxA ipirit all our wars. 
With Tfsracim wines recruit thy honoured guedsj 

For happy counfds flow from fbber feafts. 
Wife, weighty couniels aid ja ft^tc diftreil. 
And fueh a Monarch as can chufe^ belt 
See! what a blaze from hoijile tents afj>ire5« 
How near our fleet approach the Z^^o.fii^s ?. 

f Who can, unmov'd, behold the dreadful light> 
What eye beholds 'em, and can dofe to nighti 



V. 94t 'Between the trench and wall^ It is almoft impo 
to. make fuch parciculancies.as thefe appear with any tole 
degance in poetry; And as they cannot be rais'd> io ne 
muft they be omitted. This particular fpace here- ment' 
between the trench and wall, is what we muft carry in 
ipyid thro* this and the following book j otherwife we flia 
at a lofs tctimow.che exaft iceoe of the actions and cou 
chat follow. 
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This dreadful interval determines allj 
To morrow, Tn^ muft flame, or Grttct muil felL 
Thus 4>ofcc the hoary fage : the reft obey : 

X 10 Swift thro* the gates the guards dire<a their way. 
His fon was firft td pafi the lofty mound, 
The gen'rous ThraJ^idy in arms renown'd : 
Next him Afc^iajhust Uhnm^ Aood, 
The double o£&pring of the Warrior-God. 

llfDiifyrm, Afharmsy Merm pin, 
Aad tycmfuf, of Creoifs noble line. 
Sev'n were the leaders of the nxg^y bands. 
And each bold Chief a hundred i^ears commands*. 
The fires they Hght, to ihort repaftt tiiey fidi, 

l20 Some line iisc trench, and others man the wall 
The King <^ men on pubHck coani33 bent> 
Convened the PHnce^ in U& am|de tent^ 
Each ieia'd a portion of the kinglf feaft. 
But fiay*4 his hand wJiea thirft and hunger ceaft. 



' V. 11^ 9be firts 0tty It^hf,"} Hiey lighted up thei^ fires thae 
^aty might not feem to be under any oonfiernation, but to be up- 
on thm guard againft any alarm. EmfiathUu, 

v. 124. When thirft aid hunger cesft.'] The condud of Homer 
-in this |dace is very remarkaUes he does not fall into a. long de- 
fcription of the entertainment, but complies with the exigence of 
two* and pafleron gq the ooofiilca^uvi* Mffiathms. 



Then 
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^iJ'Thpri ^fim ^k^ tot wifcJom long ^prov'd, 
And /lowly rifingj thus the council mov'd. 

Monarch of nations ! whofe fuperior fway 
Allembled States, and Lords of earth obey, 
The laws and fcepters to thy hand are giv'n, 

^30 And millions own the care of thee and heav'a. 
King! the couniel of my age attend^ 
^> With thee my cares begifij in thee muft end I 
Thee, Prince! it fits alike to Q)eak and hear, 
Fronoonce with judgment, with regard give ear/ 

^1^ To fie no wholefbm motion be withilood. 

And i:atii7 the bed, fivpublick good, ^ 

I 

Nor, tho' a meaner give advice, repine. 

But folkiw it, and make thewi£iom thine. 



y. 138. AniwuHm 0jt wiftkim tkkm^ St^hakim dwu^C dnt 
Hamtr itid thi<» becauft ia councU* as in the army* aU tt attrx- 
bused to the Princes^ and the whole heneitr aicriW to diem: but 
tfaii. u by no means Hbnwr's thonghc. What he here (ays> is a 
nuudm drawn fiixan the profboadeA phikiibphy. That which of- 
ten does men the moft harm* is envy> and the (hame of yielding 
lo ddYKti which proceeds from others. There is more greatneS 
and capadtcy in foUowxng good advice* t^ian in propofing it ; by 
executing it> we render it our own* and we ravi(h even the pro- 
perty of it from its audiors and EHfiathim feems to incline to this 
diought* whcAhea&erwaxdsfaysr HoimrmiktB him that foUovrs 
good advice* equal to him that gives it , but he has not fully ex-- 
prefs'd himi^lr. Dacitr^ 

Heat 
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Hear tlien a thought, not now conceiv'd in hafte,;. 
X40 At once my prefent judgment, and my paft i 

When from. FeUdes' tent you forc'd the maid, 

I firft oppos'd, and faithful, dur^ diffiiadci- 

But bold of &ul, when headlong fury fir*d. 

You wrong'd the man, by men and Gods admir*d Jr 
145* Now ieek feme means his fatal wrath to end. 

With pray'rs to move him, or with gifts to bend. 
To w^om the King. With ju^ce haft thou ihowlfc 

A Prince's, faults^ and I with reaibn own. . 

That happy, man whomy^ve ilill honours moft» 
Ij'Ols more than armies, and him&lf an hoft. 

Bleil in his love, this wond'rous hero fhnds :. 

Heav'n fights his war, and humbles all our bands* 

T. 140. Af tnu try prefent jndgtnent and wy pafl^ Neflor hcff 
by the word mXeui means the advice he gave at the time of the 
•; quarrel m' the firft book : He fays> as it was his opinion then that 
Agamemnon oaght |iot to diigrace Achilles^ ib after the matureft 
.deliberation, he Bnds 00 reafon to alter it. Nefior here launches 
out into the praifes of Achilles, which is a iecret argument to -in- 
duce A^amenpion to regain his friendlhip, by (hewing the^impoT" 
tanceofit. EMftathlns, 

V. isuThisvtond'roHf heroj It is remarkable thzcA^ameym$en here 
never ufes the name of Achilles: tho* he is refolv'd to <^urt his 
fricndlhip, yet he cannot bear the mention of his name. The im- 
preflion which the diflention made, is not yet worn off, tho* |ie 
c;cpatiates in commeiKiation of his valour, Enpathim, 
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Tain would my heart, which err*d thro' frantic rage> 
The wrathful Chief and angry Gods afTwage. 
f If gifts immtofc his mighty foul can bow. 
Hear, all ye Grnhsy aud witnefs what I vow. 
Ten weighty talents of the pureft gold. 

And tVTice ten yafes of refulgent moldi 

Sev'fl 



V. ij-j". If gifts hnmenps his nughty fotd cm iowl] The R)e^ 
Ikft Emftathimi makes a "wife choice of the gifb that are to be 
prafier^d to AchiHes, Had he been amUtious of wealth> there are 
gobkn tripods» and ten talents of gold to bribe his refentment. If 
he had been addi^ed to die fair iex> d&ere ^n& a King's dau§^- 
^ and (even fair captives to win his favour. Or if he had been 
ambitious of greacne^) there were feven wealthy cities and a king^ 
ly power to court him to a reconciliation : but he takes this way 
to (hew us that his anger was Wronger than all his other pafEons. 
7t is ^rther obfervable that Agamenmm promlfes thefe prefents at 
three different times; firfi, at this inftant; iecoiidly) on thie taking 
of Triy; and lafUy» after their return to Gretce». This divlfibn in 
^e degree multiplies them. Dader^ 

V. ifj, Tfef vpeighty talents.'] The ancient criticks have blamed 
one df the veries in the enumeration of tiiefe prefentsi^ as not fuf^ 
ficiendy flowing and harmonious9 the paufe is ill placed> and one 
■word does not -fslU eafily into the other. This will appear very 
plain, if we compare it with a more numerous verle. 

"AyLfot ^ f »1/^®' « Xor «oXi])io di i r««v« 
"Aid0r«ff ^ \i0wrttt lUntcrt, J^A/fjn i"* W^nv* 

The ear immedittely percdives the mufickof Vhe former line jeverj^ 

Syllable glides finoothly away, without oSending the ear with any fuch 

^ughneis, as is found in the fecond. The firS runs as fwifdy as the 

"^owiersic ^daibes^ but the latter is a broken) interrupted^ uneven 
- vcrfe. 
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Sev'ji iocred tripods, whofe unfullyM frame 
1 60 Yet knows no-ofifioe, nor ha& fblt the flame: 

A 

Twelve fleeds unmatch'd in fleetneis and in force. 
And ftiU vi^orious in the dufty cour& : 
(Rich were the man, -whofe ample ftercs exceed 
The prizes purcjias'd by their winged ipecd) 



vcrfe. But it IS certainly pardonable in this place, where themul 
poetry is not neceflary; the mind is entirely taken up In lea 
wharprefentsud(^^'iMf»i^0ii' intended to xn^keAchUles: and is 
lufuFe to regard the emaments of verfification ; and even 
paufes are poc without thetr beauties, as they would of ne 
caufe a ^p in the deltyery, and fo give time for each part 
to fiok into the mind of AihiUes. Bmfiathim, 

V. IJ9. Se^n facred trifods^ There were two kinds < 

pods : in the one they u(ed to boil water, the other was ei 

for (hew; to mix wine and water in, fays jithmtsts: th 

were called X^»iair, or cauldrons, for common ufe, and m\ 

bear the £re; the other were «5n<f0(, and made chiefl 

ornament. It might be ask'd, why this could be a ] 

prelent for AdfilUsi who was « martial Man, and regarde 

thing but arms ? It may be anfwer'd, that ihefe prelents 

very wfll fuiced'to the peribn to TS^om they wer6 fent, as t 

in aocient.days were the ufiial prizes in g^unes, and they 

%VTtnhy AchiUts himielf in thc^ .which he exhibited in h 

of Tatroclm: the fame may -be faid of the female captives, 

were alfo among the prizes in the games of Fatrwlus, Ettft, 

V. 161. Twelve Jieeds unmatch^d^ From hence it is e 

that games us'd to be. (^elehsated in, the Grfcian army duiic 

time of wari perhaps in honour- pf.jKe deceased heroes. Fc 

j^gamemnen givfai jichiUes horfes that^ had been viftorious 

the beginning of the Xvoiam war, they would Jby . this time 

been too old to be of anyMvalu?. ,Euftathm^ 
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ft 

idfSev'n lovely captives oi the Lesbian line, 
SkiWd in each art^ unmatched in form divine. 
The fime I choie for more than vulgar charms. 
When Lesbos funk beneath the hero's arms. 
All thefe, to buy his friendfhip, fhall be paid* 

1/0 And join'd with thefc the long-contefled maidj 
Wi^ all her charms, Brlfeis I refign. 
And iblemti Xwear thoic charms were never minei 
Untouch'd ihe jftay'd, uninjur'd (he removes. 
Pure from my arms, and guiltlefi of my loves. 

I7f Thefe inflant fhall be his y and if the powr's 
(hvt to our arms proud lUoifs hoflile tow'rs, 
Tliea ihall he fhure (when Greece the fpoil divides) 
'With gold and brafs his loaded navy's fides. 
Befides full twenty nyniphs of Trojan race, 

180 With copious love fhall crown his warm embrace j 

i . ... 

Such as himfelf will chufci who yield to none. 
Or yield to Htlen*^ bcav'nly charms akme. 
Yet hear me farther : when our wars are o*er. 
If fafc we land on Ar^os fruitful fliore, 
iSf There fhall he live, my Coxiy our honours ihare. 
And with Qrefloi' fclf divide my care. 
Yet morCi— ithrcc daughters in my court are bred. 
And each wdl^worthy t>f a toyalbcdi 

lAodice 
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taoMce and Ifhigma fair, 
fpO And bright Chyfathemis with golden hair; 

Her let him choofe, whom moft his eyes approvei^ 
I ask no prcfents, no reward for love : 
My fdf will give the doVri fo vafl a ftorc. 
As never Either gave a child before. 

Scv'i 



V. 189. Laodice and Iphigenia> ^.] Thefe are the nameit)^ 
'^gamemnorfs daughters, among which we do not find EleSra, 
But (bme affirm, fays EuftathmSi that LmSce and EU&ra are tfa< 
lame, (as Ifhianajfa is the fame with Ifhiggnia) and (he was called 
lb either by way of fimame, or by reafon of her complexiost 
which was iXixr^J'Ui ptva ; or by way of derifion MXtK?^^ fiw/ 
uKiyClig^fy becauie One was an old maid, as appears from Eter^h 
yfbo lays that (he remain'd Jong a virgin* 

And in Sophocles* (he fays of herfelf, 'hnvfjt^tul^ V** otX^«> ^ 
wander a Mfimfilate lomufrtfd vtrginy which (hews that it wa* 
ever look'd upon as a diigrace to continue long fbw 

v. 192. / ask no prefents My felf mil give the dow'r,'] For 

in Greece the bridegroom, before he msuTy*d, was t>bliged to make 
two prefents, one to his betroth*d wife, and the other to his father 
in law. This cuftCm is very ancient -, it was pra£U(ed by the He* 
•trews in the time of the patriarchs. Abrahanfs fervant gave neck- 
laces and ear-rings to Reheccay whom he demanded for Ifaad Gent' 
Jts 24.22. Shechem (on of fJamcr fays to ^F^ro^and his Ions, wfaofefiflef 
he was defirousto efpoufe, "Ask me never fi> much dowry and gifts, 
** Genejis 34. 12. For the dowry was for the daughter. This prelenc 
ienr*d for her dowry, and the other prefents were.-for the father. In Ac 
firft book of Samuel 18.25'. Saul makes' them fay to Davidy who by 
reafbn of his poverty faid he could not be fbn in law to the King • 
l^^The King defiretb not any dowrj* And in the twolaflpaf&geS} ^^ 
4 fi< 
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f Sev'n aiiiplrcitiiB*)ldI'Ot»iiEbfihis fwajr. 
Him JSw^» ttid.JP6ir» btm fAej^ 

CmiamyU with ample tnnets cro«7iiU 

Andficred 'Bti^m ftxr Tines itiiowii'ci$ 

.^S^'fidr, tlie Faflnres-^j^ yklds, 
^0 And rich AjMuk with her flow'ry fidds : 

The whole extent ta ^i' landy plain, 

AJoag the verdant margin oi the maln^ 

There hefos grate, and laboring oxen toil i 

Bold are the qksu and gn'rona is the £>il:* 
'^5'There (hall he reign with povir'r and juftics drown% 

And mk the tributary realms around. 

All this I give, his vengeance to controul. 

And fure^dl this may move \x^ mighty ibul. 

PZwi^ the grifly God, who never ipsures, 
^^ Who fixis no mercy, and who hears no pray'rs^' 

Lives 



'fee die prdeocs were commoifly riegulsth! By the £idicr of the 
haku There is no meacioii i& Uamer of any fieftnt nnde to the 
IfiMhei^ but only of that which wtt given to the married daughters 
which was caU'd WW. The dowry which the fatiie'r gave to \a!^ 
•didi^bcfr was calfd /usSma* wberdbre Jj fe^w i wwiw i lays here ij^i* 

vw 209. Fhtto^ <W ^)^ (?iN^ ivfo iMMT j|^4r#i.] The meaning 
"ir^diis may be gKher'd from c45/%Ai», dtfed here hy Sa{fistUuu 

\ 
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Lives dark and fkcadful in deep Hell's abodes^ 

And mortals hate him, as the worft of Gods, 

<jreat tho* he be, it fits him to obey ,• 

Since more than his my years, and more my fway* 
A I f The Monarch thus: the rev*rend Nejhr then : 

"Great jfgamemnml glorious King of Menr! 

Such are thy offers as a Prince may take. 

And flich as fits a gen'rous King to make. 

Let choien delegates this hour be ient, 
J,10 (My fclf wfll name them) to Telides' tent: 

Let Phoemx lead, rever'd for hoary age, 

-Great jijax nexU ^^ Jfhacus the iage. 

Yet 



** Death is the only God who is not mov'd by offerings, whom 
* you cannot conquer by facrifices and oblations, and therefore 
*' he is the only God to whom no altar is ere£led> and no hymns 
*« are fung. 

V. 221. Let Phoenix Uad,"] How comes it to pafs that Phatwi 
is in the Grecian camp: -when undoubtedly he retir'd with his pu- 
pil AchiUes? EmfiathiMs fays the ancients conje£lur'd that he came 
to the camp to fee the lafi battel: and indeed nothing is more na- 
tural to imagine, than that Achilles would be impatient to know 
the event of the dzy, when he was himfelf abfent from the fight : 
and as his rev^pge andJgbry were to be fatisfy'd by the ill fucceft: 
■•f the Greciansi it is highly probable that hefent Phmax to enquire 
after jt. Enpathins farther obferves> Phoenix wis not an embaf&- 
' . • i- .. • .. "dok 
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Yet more to ian^ify the word you fead* 

Let HoMus and Bury bates attend^ 
^^5* Now pray to Jwe to grant what Greece demands^' 

Pray, in deep iilence, and with pureft hands. 
He iaid^ and all approved. The heralds bring 

The cleaning water from the living ipring. 

The youth with wine the faaed goblets aown*d» 
^30 And large libations drench'd the finds around. 

The ritepcrfbtrm'd, the Chiefs their thirft allay. 

Then from the royal tent they take their way » 



4dr, but only the condudor oTthe fembally. This ii evident from flfc 
words fhemfelVeSf which are all along deliver'd in the dual num" 
berj and farther from AihiUes'i Tequiring Phenu'x to ffay with him 
when the other two departed. 

V. 2Z2, Great Ajax nextf and Ithacus the fage."] The choice ©f 
tfaele perfons U made with a great deal of Judgment, jichillet 
could not but reverence the venerable Phemix his guardian and tutorr 
Jjax and Uixffet had been difgrac'd in the firft booki line 187, at 
well as he, and were therefore proper perlbns to perfuade hiiQ to 
forgive as they had forgiven > be(ides> it was the greateft hohotr 
that could be done to jti.hiiles» to fend the moft worthy perfbnages • 
in the army to him. Uiyjpss was inferior to none in eloquence 
but to Nejior. Ajax was (econd to none in valour but to Achilles^ 

Ajax might have an influence over him as a relation) by delcenc 
from c/£ams9 Vijjfes as an orator : to thefe are join'd Hodius and 
Emyhstesi two heralds, which tho* it were not coflomary, yet was 
neeeflary in this place, both to certify Achilles that this embaffi^r 
was the a^ of Aiamenmm himfelfii and alfo to make rfiele per- 
fons who had been wimefles before God and man of the wrong 
done to AihiUts inrefpea to 3r//CTJr, "witneOet alfo of the fittisf^e- 



, * 
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WUeltTf/lir turns od each Iss careful eye^ 

Forbids t* o£R»d, inftni6b them toaj^ly : 
235* Much he advis'd them al, XJfjffts moft. 

To deprecate the'OudP, and £iTe the hoft. 

Thro' the fiill night they mirch* and hear the roar 

Of munn'rii^bifiowt 00 & fimnding (hore. 

To JStftmtt ruler of the fias profound, 
M^Whoft liquid-arms the mighty globe furround. 

They pouribrth vows, their embafly to bleft. 

And calm the n^ of ftem MmHa. 

And^now arriv'd, where, on the findy bay 

lOmltytniitnim tents and veflcls lay i 
245* Amus'd at eaie, the godlike man they found, 

Pkas'd with the iblemn harp's harmonious found. 

(The 



V. i^r* Mmh he adt4s*d them mB, Ulyflet w^.] There Is t 
grea^ propriety in repreTencing Nefiw at to particuhrly tpplyiiig 
hlmfe]£ on cbis occafioo to Uijjfet, Tho' he of aU men had the 
kail need of his inifarM^ioflii yet it U highly natuial for one wife 
man to tallc mofi to another. 

.V. 246. Piea^d nith thefoUrnniufrft ksrnmiimi fimtd.'] ** ih- 
><' mcr (fays Vbitarch) to prove what an excellent vSk may be made 
<< of muficky feign'd AMUef^ compole by this means the wrath 
^ he had cQOceiy'd agaUifi Jlg mmm t mu He fiing to his harp the 
« noUe a^ons pf the vaiiasti and the atcfakrements of Heroes, 
H and Demigods, a fubjed worthy of JUUUeu Homer moreorcr 
«( teaches us in this fiftion the proper le|^ for mafick, when a 
« maq is at leifure and unempby'd in greater afBirs. Fbr Add§es% 
<^io v^orous at he wati htd rttit'dcfroia a&on chro' lui-^^^* 



w- 
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(The wdt-wrought-ittrp from oonquerll TheU csunc^ 
Of polifhM filver was its coftly frame 
With this he iboths his angry foul, and lings 

^S^Th' immortal deeds of Heroes and of Rings^ 
VMruUis onljr of the royal train^ 
PlacM in his teat, attends the iofry iliain li 
Full oppofitorhe £it^ and MeaVi Im^ 
In filence waiting till he oea^'d the>lbi|g»~ 

^f f Unieen the Grmm tm\aS£y proceeds 
To his high tent$ the great XJfygu leads. 
.iflgU&i flirting, as the Chiefs he fpyM, 
Lap'^ from Uf fat» and laid the hup afide^i. 
With like furprize aroft If (eiMe^w fim: 

VfolWbfegn^M their .hflodfli, and tints bcgnn^ 

Frinccs.all JmiI! whatever brought you her^ 
. Or ftrong Qeqpflity, or urgent fear ; 

Welcome^ 



••"Afftlo^faMMiNHNk Aad aochlag v«f better liiieed 10 the 
« till d4%QSiMMi ol.t)uf b«roi cbaa th«i^ heroidc fongt* that prer 
^ ftatd kirn fo€ the deeds and coUt he «£eerwards undertook* bf 
^ ibt cclehwooft of the like in tbofe who h«d ^ne hefove him». 
** ^Hch wu the lacieot mufick* and to fuch purpoiec it was ajn 
« Ifkiyd. Mrf. ^ «M{/itK The iame author rekres in the life of v 
Jllmmdfr* d»t when the lyre of Psris was ofo'd to that Frlncci 
ht made anfwer> «< He had little value lbric> but much defired that 
•* of AthtUeh on which he fucg the a£kions of heroes in former ^ 
* dmef . 

▼. a6i. ?}7itf«y mU tmU ] This fliort fpeech Is. wonderfiiU]^ psc^ 
ffK.lft«chi OQEsfioi^ and ca the temger of the fpeaker. Ono^ 

B.) it- 
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Wdcome^ ^'Greeks! for not as foes ye cames 
To me more dear than all that bear the name.. 

%gf With that, the Chiefs beneath his roof he led. 
And plac*d in icats with purple carpets ipread.. 
Then thus^m^ntrochs, crown a larger bowl. 
Mix purer wine, anfl open ev'ry fbuli 
Of all the warriors yonder Boil can fend, 

^7^ Thy friend moil honours thcfe, and thcfc thy friend. 



u imder a grett expedation of what AdnUn will fa7 tt thft- ^&c 
of thefe heroes> and I know nothing in nature -that could latisl^ 
ka but the very thing he here accofts them with. ■ 

V. 268. MtK^pmtr mneJ] The meamng o£ this woid (m^tifft 
IS very dubious; fbme %itfignifies warm \nneifrom ^imtfirveo: 
according to jfrtfiotie it is an advei^ and implies- to mix wine 
quickly. And others think it (ignifies pure wine. In this laft fenie 
Herodotfis ufes it. 'Es-ai ^m^/ne^ I^KmfO m "S^pitil) trntm, tvi- ' 

ft^-fii tirpi^ttc, tS'Uei^tu ^ KKto^6liJiif etKf9roir^€if, Which in Entg- 
Ifjh is thus: ** When the Spartansh&vt an inclination to drink their 
*< wine pure and not diluted, they propofe to drink after the man- 
♦* nerof the<S(^/A/4iff s fbme of whom coming embaflidors to Sport 4* 
«* taught Cleomenes to drink his wine unmix'd. I shink this Icnfc 
of the word is moft naturali.and AchitUs might give this j[)articu- 
hr order not to dilute the wine io much as ufually* becaufe the 
embafladors who were brave meni might be fnppos'd to be much 
fedgu'd in the late battel) and to want a more than uiiial refresh- 
i|ient» Enfathhs* See Pltdarch. Sjmp, /. 4. (. J. 



Kc 



Book IX. HOMEKs ILIAD. yi 

He iaid; VMrodus o'er the bkizing fire 
Beaps 10 s brazen vafe thcee chines eodre*^ 

1%c 



V, 271. Ktroclus o*er the hlazjng fire^ &c] TRe reader muft 
not expe& to find much beauty in fuch delcriptions as chele : the^ 
give us an exa£l acxxxint of the fimplicitjr of that age^ which for 
all we know might be a part of Homer's defign ; there being* no 
doubt* a coi^deraUe change of cuibms in Greece, from the time 
of the Tr^4tH war to thofe wherein our author lived ; and it(eem'<i 
demandedlof him to omit nothing that might give the Greeks an 
idea of thd mAs^en of thdr predeceflbrs. But however that mat- 
ter ftood* It (hooM niethinks be a pleafiire to a modern reader to 
ifeinwfuch mighty m^a# whoie adions have (urviv'd their per* 
fiins three thaauiid<ipfpW-KvVl in the earliefl ages of the worldl 
The embatfflkdors found this hero»' iiys Eh/fathtmsf withbur any^at* 
mdants ; h^had no uflwrs or ^waiters to introduce' th^m> no (ef- 
yilt psurafites about him : the latter ages degenerated into thefi 
^eces of fbte and pageantry. 

The fupper alfo is defcrib'd with an equal fimplicity : three 
Princes are bufied in preparing it, and they who made the greatefl 
figure in the field of battel, thought it no difparagement to prepare 
their own repaft. The objeftions feme have made that Homer's 
Oods and Heroes do every thing for themfelves, as if feveral of 
thofe bflfices were unworthy of them, proceeds from the corrupt 
idea of modem luxury and grandeur : whereas in tnith it is ra- 
dier a weaknels and imperfeftion to (land in need of the a/fiftance 
and miniftry of others. But however it be, methinks thofe of the 
niceft tafte might relifh this entertainment of Homer*sy when they 
coniider thefe great men as (oldiers in a camp, in whom the leail 
appearance of luxury would have been a crime. 

V. ay I. Patroclus o'er the blazing fire,'] ' Madam Dader*s general 
note on this pafl&ge deferves to be tranfcribed. «* Homer, fays fliej 
« is in the right not to avoid theft' defcriptions, becaufe nothing 
* can properly be called vulgar which is drawn from the manner' 
^^•and ufages of perfenr of the firfr dignity-j and alfo becaufeinr 
f hu pngue even the cernu of cookery are fo noble, and of fo 

fi..4. '^ agreeable 



The hnaen yf0& Aimm$dmiiiim8^ 

Which flefh:<»f f^rkci^ ftoqi, fiad^Oftt ontaoH: 

2(7 fJioMles at the gen'al feaf): prefidesj 

The ]X(r$s tRms&res^ and with skill divides* 
MeaQ while Fatr^lus fweatsthe fire ta raifii 
The tent is kightncd with the ti&pig Uaze: 

^80 Then* when the kn^ittid flames tt length &Uids^ 
He ftrows a bed of fl«win| «mbai yrifkt 



« agMeableai(ftBid>aiidtelt]wwlieJtaiofWi hsiwr to pJiuetfaoD'A 
«* well) as oosexttaft a pexfed faannoogr ^P«n tfaon : ib duit he 
•* may be Hud to be as excdkBt a poet ^ii^icn he de fa ibei clidft 
« finall maners) as wben ke oeats of tfae £ieateft lubje^. Tu 
'^potfo either with our maonets, or our laiigma|^^ Cookery is 
^ left to (ervants, and all Its cernas ib low and dUagrecdde, even 
*< in the foimd> &at nothing can be made oi them> that hu ad 
** feme taint of their meannefs. This great diiadvantage made me 
■** at firfl think of, abridg;ipg this preparation ot the repaft ; but' 
«^,when I had well confider'd i|> I was reiblv'd to prefervc and 
'*v giTe Homer as he i$> without retrenching any thing from thefim- 
** plicity of the heroick manners. I do not write to enter the 
4< ij^ againft Homer, I wiU.difpnt)e nothing with him s my dcfign 
'< is only to give an idea of hira» and to make him underflced :. 
*< Che reader will therefore .forgive me if this defcription has noae 
*' oi its original giaces. 

V. 272. a.abraxmvafe,'] The word c^ao? figoifies the veflelt. 
and not the meat it felf, as Eufhorim conjedured} giving it as a* 
reaibn that Homer makes no mention of boiled meat: but this doea 
QOt hinder but that the meat might be parbQil'4 in the veflel tQ^, 
make it roail the fboner. This»with fbme other notes on the par* 
tjpilais of this paflage> belong to Emftatbmsy and Madam Dsdn. 



BboK IX. HCNfElTs ILUTD: ^ 

fkoyc tfe ooiif the fiMdcbc fi^^mcntt tuni<» 

And ^Mrinkks ikrai file from lifted urns; 

With bread tlw glUtt'riog canifiers tbej kftd, 

WUch rouad the boird UomM £m beAow^cU. 
iSj^HimielS oppos'd t* XJijSts M In figHt,. 

Each jordon parts, and onders vt*xj rite. 

The firft &toffVii^ to th' Inwiortab iliie^> 

AmkU the jpreed|[. £attcs Btfrirfv tfaieiief 

Hmeach, iado^higm die Ibdal feaft, 
^His tfatrft and hunger ibberty repfdL 

That done, to Hmtix JfjMx gave the £|gn ; 

Hot unpiexodT'd s CTjgfCs cmwaTd with wine 



T. 1S2. jtidfi riAl i t fMrtdphJ" Uasftedbm ure f^ven wfayr 
itt ii caO'd.&red or dSnkkt, but die teft it heastCt it preferves: 
dii^gB incomipC) and keepi them from diflbhidoD. •* Sothunder 
** {kfi TktUmh SpHfrf, L f. f«. xo.) U called diTiae, becniie bo- 
*^ c&tt flrnck with tfaaoder wEI not pucrily -, befidest gmentidn is 
**^ £viiie> bcomft^Ood ii die pfindpleof aU tfaiagS) and fait is moil' 
** oppadve in gconaioo. Xyctfkrm caUs it dyfhlw 4 aXa* for 
* diirTCafiii ^^mv vru £000*4 by die poets go Iprixig from die 

y.&9Z. Tifbai&xAjitix lavtthe J^2 Afaxt who was a rou^ 
fiSUier and no onnift is impadenc to have^ die bofinefi over : he 
aaket t %n to Pbmux tt> b^i^ biit l/j^f prevents him. Per* 
htfttVfxffit wiAt flatter himi& diat bis oratory would prevailup— 
^ajtchiStf* aoaib oboun die booonr of makiag tke reconciliation 
l&mletf : or if be were repuls^k there yet remain'd a lecond and 
third fefeurce in j^ax and MmAcwho might renew the attempty 
Mi«iicaymC9ibalGlhifXff«buion: dievewmMftkUbeibinrbi^s 



y4. HO MEICs ILIAD. Book IX. 

Tlie foaming bowl and inftant thus begasi 
" His fpecch addreffing to the Godlike man; 
^?' Health to AchiUts I happy are thy gucfts! 
Not thofe more, honoured whom .dn-iJes feafls^. 



of fiiccefs, 98 one of theft ^ms Ms guardiamthe other hii rekdaiL. 
One may ^ther add to diefe reafoDs of EufiathitUi that it would 
Have been improper for Phmute to have fpoken firfii fince he was 
not an embaf&dor:; and therefore UfyJJis was the fitter Perlbn* a» 
being empower'd by that fim^ion to make an offer of the prefent. 
in the name of the King. 

V. 19S' Health to Achilles.] There are no difcourfes in the Iliad 
iJetter placed, ' fetter tim'd, or that give a greater idea of Homer's 
genius, thanthele of.thf embailadQrs to AcUUes, Thele ipMcfaes 
«re not only neceilarily demanded by' the occaiion , ttit dilpofed 
with art, and in fuch an order, as raifes more and more the plea- 
fure of die reader. Vlyjfes fpeaks the firil, the chara£ler of whole 
diicourfe is a well-addrefs'd eloquence } fb the mind is agreeably 
engag'd (y -the .choice of his reaibns and applications : Achilles re- 
plies with a magnanimous freedom, whereby the mind is devat;^ 
with the (entiments of. the hero: Phemix difcQurles in a manner 
touching and patheticks whereby the hfeart is .moved : and Aja» 
concludes with a generpus dilHain, diat leaves the foul of the rea- 
der inflamed. This opder undoubtedly, denotes a great poet, w^o 
"knows how to command attention as htf pleafes, by the arrange* 
ment of his matter j and I believe it iS not pofllble to propofe'a 
better model for the happy difpoCtion ofa fUbje^l. Thefe words 
are Monfieur de la Mottei'i, and no teftimony can be more glorious 
to Homer than this, which comes from the moudi of an enemy, 

V. 2.96. Nat thofe more honotir*d whom Atiides feafisj I muft 
juil mention Dacier's obfervation : With what cunning Ulyjjes here 
Hides in the odious nam^ of Aiamffmoni as he pnufes AchilUsittitt. 
t^e ear 0^ this impetuous man. might be funiliari^'d to th^tname. 



Tho' 



TBpo* gcn'rous plenty crown tfij loaded ftoardsi 

That Agamtmnm^^ regal tent affords $ •- 

But greatKT cares fit heavy on>'Oitf fouls* 
[OONot eas'd by banquets or by flowing bowlsv 

What fcenes of flaughter in yon fidds appear \ 

The dead ive mourn, and for the living fear 5. 

Qntu on the brink of*Fate all doubtful jftands. 

And owns no help but from thy iaving hands: 
}0 f Troy and her aids for ready vfengeance call j' 

Their thrcat*ning tentr already fhade our wall: 

Hear how with ihouts their- oon^ueft they prodaim,. 

And point at. every (hip their vengeful flame! 

For them tbe Father of the Gods declares, 
; 10 Theirs are his omens, and his thunder theirs. 

See, full of Jvuti aven^g JEbtShr rife ! 

See! Heav'n and earth the racing Chief defies; 

What fury in his breaft, what light'ning in his eyes ! 

He waits but for the mom, to fmk in flame 
{If The (hips, the Ortiks^ and all.the Qrtamioimc, 

Hcai^'ns! 



V. 314. 'Ht vaits hut fir the mom, to fink in flame Tie fhtpst tht 
Greeks? ^c."] There is a drcumflance in the original whi^ X 
have omitted} lor fear of bong too particular in an oration of this 
Varmth and importance } but as it preftnres a piece of antiquity I 
jBiift aot forget U bcrct He fays that Ht&vr 1^ sot only firt th« 

B£ ief«i 



v: 



Heav'i)sf .bow mjmaaaitaft woes diOra^ jqjp nund^ 
Jbeft fite acooQ^iUh d ^jr9f»4«fiigii^ 
And iQHjIjwe, <iBods! flQriiead9'ii^B|toiMi» bf. 
In 7}i^ ihijl, and l^s die Atil day ^ 

3^Retuni, .4Ei;Mlkf/,ohTctani* tiiGf'i^ 

To iarc th}^ Gneb, aod ftop ttc^couri^ tf.fateii 
If in thatlicaity orgrief^ or coi^Eage lies, 
lUie to xcdceioi^ah ]rrt« to.ocxngiier, jriict 
The day may come wbeaaUjour. wacri«riihii%, 

3^ That i«iBt AiU «i^ ftlMt eracage. sift in wh, 

lUgard in 4ji)M^,0 IWiM ditio^ kav^ ! 
Ihoie wl|QlfiMa^.apiiii6|i wUcb tl^ Atlier gavCi, 

Wlien JMcw in kif i^ anw^cnlwicSd. 

IKs i^nii^ ftQ» thefe acccnti were. Ilia b&u 

33ip^My chiU ! witb.fircngdu.wttti f^of^ and iuccrfi^, 
Thy anna may ^J^wiL aiid Jifi^ 
Tnift that toHor^A; bnttboUft thy cares -cpgi^ 
Do cnln thy i^ffiom, and fuhdu^ thy rage: 
from gentler:. manners kt thy glory gro^. 

3^31^) And ihun contenitiont the^fure iburcc of woe ^^ 

|rrt> bqt.hear ^^fftrntt 4 tw eUi% whid^ wtn csnr*d a^ 
4^ l^s of t|^ vcflelf. Tbde wif^ Yamg up in tbe templesy ap 

iLJWiaiianfnr4rf.iaftw(y> accwr^ief tp ttie cuAknv oif .dw^ ^inct^. 



BDOK.SII MQMEISs IJLIAdX 57^ 

TliitTOuiig ttd oUiiiqr fa %pnd& 
Tbc virtufis of himanitf be fhinr ■ ■■ 
l^is^ iioi^dcQ|is*d advice, tfaj father gave^ 
Ah! check tlqr anger, andbe truly brave.- 
5^ If thou wUt pdd to gnat Atridis* pray'rs,.. 
Gifts WQrth7 thee» Us^jnyal hand prcpatesi. 
If not^^>at hear me, white ^^.iMimberiO^ 
The jsqfir'd prefcats, ao ezhaoffloft Sbotc.^ 
. Ten weighty taleqtsoC the pmeft gold. 
t4£'AiKl twice tm vafia of icA%QQt moldy. 
Sev'd Acted tri]{pdii whaifc ittftU/d ihmie 
Yet kiipwrap officer nor hasfidt t!be.£Uffie»L 
TwcWc AeedannmatchM ia fleetnefi and in &roc^ 
And ftifl ▼idaiJQitt*.ittithe duft^ couric: 
^|K^(Ridi wcKC ite mail, iM^iple aii^ Aoies exoe^ 
The priawfyMfirhK^d hjr thokwiii^ipeQd). 



4ms place ttfm0^<iSirt 61 Aismtmnm, to AMUis*. Koc to. 
aafwer that it was boc jMseflary annalir ioMMrii to ^cA«8f< afl die 
liopoifiilit or 4at tfait: diifiixifib cnuineradQa ferv'd ±e moie ttx 
iQCve hinak 1 tlii]il;oae may a]ggeal .flQj«y7 pedoD ofoommootafifb 
wfanbcr the ftknin rfdtal of diel» Qfovnibiices does not pkafr 
lliin more than the fimj^ narracioQ could hare ^om* which Moo- 



3» HO ME Ks IL lAB. ifooK IX: 

Sev'n lovdy captives of the Usinm line 
Skill'd in each art, unmatch'd in form divine^ 
The fame he chofe for more than vulgar charms; 

35'5' When lAsboi funk beneath thy conqu'ring arms; 
All thefe, to buy thy friendfhip, (hall be paid. 
And join'd withrthefe the long-contcfted maid; 
With all her charms, 'Br'tfiis he'll refign. 
And fblemn fwear thofe chairms were only thine,- 

360 Untouch'd ihe ftay'd, lininjur'd ihe removes. 
Pure from his arms, and guiltkfs of his loves. 
Thefe infhnt (ball be thine; and if the pow'ry 
Give to otr arms -proud iKw's hoflile towers. 
Then (haU thou ftore (when Greece the ipoil divides) 

36}' With gold and brafs thy loaded navy's fides. 
Befides iiill twenty nymphs of Trojtm race. 
With copious k>ve (hall Crown thy warm embrace^ 
Such as thy felf (hall chufe \ who yield to none. 
Or yield to Heie^'s heav'niy charms alone^ 

370 Yet hear me farther : when our wars ^ o'er, 
If fafeweland on Argos fruitful (hore. 
There (halt thou live his fbn, his honours (hare>.. 
And with Ore/?«' felf divide his care. 

« ■ • • * . * 

Tet more-— three daughters in his court are bred, • 
3yj' And each well worthy' of a royd bed/ ' *' 



Book IX. HOMERi ILIAD. ^ 

LaoJice and Jfhigma fair. 

And bright Chryfithemis with golden hair; 

Her (halt thoa wed whom moft thy eyes approve i 

He asks no pre&nts> no reward for love : 
iSoHiffifelf. will give the dow'ri. A> vaft a. ftore. 

As never father gave a child before*^ 

Sev'n ampkTcities fhaU.confcis thy fway^ . 

Theo Bnofef and 3htn thee obey; 

CgrdMnyU with ample turrets crown'di 
|Sf Andiacred Tidafust for vines renown'dj. 

,Sfea fair, the pafhires 2£r4( yields^ 

And ncKAnthmft with her flow'ry fields*. 

The whole extent to Tybu* &ady plain 

Along the verdant margin of the main. 
90 There heifers graze, and laboring oxen toil} 

Bold are the men, and gefx1:ous is ttc foil. 

There fhalt thou reign with pow*r and iuftige crown'di 

Aad rule the tributary realms around.. 

Such are the profiR^s which tUs day we bring|. 
9S Such the repentance of a fiippliant King. 

But if all this relentlefs thou diidain,. 

If honour, and if int'refl plead in vain ^ 

Yet fome rcdrefs to fuppliant Grnee afford, 

.... . . ■ 

And be> amoogft her guardian Gods, sidor'd* 

K 



4P SLOJUtLm^ILIjin. BdoxXX 

4pO If no rqgird thyfiifiPHng couotry dau»»- 
Hear thf own g^orj, «Klti»yoioeof finne: 
Fee aofw tiuc cftki^ wJioA intrcififteri ire 
A^de nadoat iKniUe» nd'wUelioftsretirei 
Proud fiUSbfi «0w^ di* iMiyil fig k tdemja d gi:, 

^f And ooIytrittm^to^lefibnretlqrlHnds. 

Then thus dn Goddefi^nm. C^S^ iSotf 
A faidiful^^eediy tbit katmn riot mu iK«t ftttf. 
Wbat in my fecrot find it.snderAoodgf. 
Afy tongue flaH uttov a]id.in]r,deedt Jiiaihe good;^. 

4]LO:;Let GrMMtfaen know, xof fotpak h'tetiin. 
Nor with new txatia-mmj ppMe iaYiim. 
Who dmes think one tiitiig, and aaodier teli^ 
M7 heart deteflsJum at the gates of btXL 
Tbeactfans in ftoit>.my fizt refthnes attendr 

^jT, Which narAjfuriA, ncr his Oridb can bends 

r.4Jo6.Aduae^sfieiA.'i Mocfa2ng iimocrramrlabk dian At- 
ceodua o£ tfMirr m thk fpeech of. jtfMltt.. He bcfbs iritkfiM 
dfCTce of ^coobe(t> as in nfycSt to the embiflUors> whole pcsioBt' 
he eOeeni'i^ yec even there his tem^ jvA fliewt tdelf In the-is' 
fiduadon chac-.C%^« had dealt arcfially with himi whkh ia twojf^ 
fiods rifes into an opeadeceftatkm of all artifice. Hedien £iUsinttMit 
fellcndeclaradonofhiu<felyc»andamotefedateiep refa«tkn ofliiS' 

1^ fervices s bat warms as he goes oo> and every minute he hu 
names hia wrongs, flies outjnto extravagance. Hit ngt^ swakcn'd 
by that injury, U like a 6re Mown l| a wind, that finki and cifii^ 
by Bts, but kecf s comiiniaUy bunuAB^ and Uatfi b«t dte nore ftr 
i^£t inttmuffioBii 

■■■WW' .^p^*^^^^^^^^*^^^^^ ■ 
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Long tofl5» \suig perik itr thdr icnifi I faEiK> 
Bitf now th' luifruiiful ^loeies diafiD oo tncne* 
Fi^ or not fight, a Bice xewvd w€ chtniy 
The wretch and hero fikid their prixie the iamei. 
> Alike f^rctt e d in the duft he lies, 
Who.]dckb ignoUf^. or who faravdf dieJL 
Of all my dangers, all my glorious pains, 
A life of labours, lo! what frmt aemains?' 
As the bold bird her hdpkfi Toong attends, 
' Froni dangqc guards thein> and from want <ifftirfj 
b icarch of pray (be wings the i|iaeioiis aif^ 
And witn*tu iintifhyi food luppHes her caret 
for tfaaoUefi Qk$bc$ iiA hardfliips ham I farai^. 
Her wives, her infints by my labours £iir\ls 
iLong fle^ki^ Dibits in heavy arpis I Aood, 
And fweat Uxirioqs days in duft.and Uood. 



k^alkniirMaD>ejU&buc.wat.iixfittDbeip^^ Oii«: 

any «nCwer> ibac' t^. tcadeinefi of the compsuiiba readeri it na 
nny thelefi prof«ii^ia.4 qasa i^a pffioos k beii^ aanual enough, 
thcinof^ oije. if di%ufied at (irelenc, the more to reooUed the 
fc^'V*^" we have lonxieily ih«wn te thole who are uqgrate&l.^ 
tkffuMm oMenrcc that ib ib& as the fimile leems, it has neveiv 
Adefi lUfi^rtii for jichiUet herda expefliet hit contempt for the 
l^4K||l^, as a weak dcfeocdels people, who muft have periOied, if he 
had ootpreierved tfaeou And indeed* if we ^pofider what is laid 
in the puBcwfing note, it will t^pnt ihat>4bt jpafibil of^AMBii 
ou£bt no^.ai yet to be tt iht h^t, 
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I feck'd twelve ample Cities on the Main, 

And twelve lay fraoaking on the Trojm Plain: 

Then at jffrides' haughty feet were laid 
43 5* The wealth I gathcr'd, and the fpoils I madc^- 

Your mighty Monarch theie in peace polleftf^ 

Some few my ibldicrs had, himfelf the icft. 

Some prefent to6 to ev'ry Prince was paid i- 

And ev'ry Prince enjoys the gift he made > 
440 1 only mu£t refund, of all his train i 

See. what prehemlaenoe our merits gain! 

My ipoi] alone his greedy foul delightsi 

My ipoufe alone, mufb.blefi his luftful nights r. 7 ^ 

T^ woman, let him (as he may) enjoyi 
4f f But what's the quarrel thea.of Greece to Try f 

What to thefe fliores th* ailembled nations draws; 

What calls for vengeance but a woman's caufe ? 

Vs 432. Tfack^d twehe ample «V/«.] Euftathms fayj, tKat the 
anger of JtthUles not only throws him into tautology, biit alio in- 
to ambiguity : For> fays he, thefe words may either fignify that he 
d©ftroy*d twelve cities with his (hips, or barely cities wirfi twelve 
ihips. But Enflathius in this place is like many other Commen- 
tators, who can fee a meaning inafentence, that never entered into 
the thoughts of an author. It is not-eafy to conceive how ActiBes 
could have exprefs'd himfelf more clearly. There is no doubt but 
/»Vt« f agrees with the fame word that h^txt does, in the follow- 
ing Line, which is certainly (o^ne ; and there is a, manifeft enu- 
mendon of the plaoes he had co^^ue^*d^ by fcs? ^ ^ ^Vid. 

Arc 
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Are fair endowments^ and a beauteous face 

Belov'd by none but thofe of Atreus* race? 
^The Wife whom choice and pa0ionboth approve;,. 

Sure cv'ry wife and worthy man will love. 

Nor did my fair one leis diJdindirion claim j 

Slave as Hie was, my foul ador'd the dame. 

Wrong'd in my love, all proffers I difiiain ^ 
TDeceivM for once, I trufl not Kings agai*.. 

Ye have my anfwer ■ what remains- to do. 

Your King, Ufyffhs, mxj ooniiik with .you* 

What 

T. 4j'0. TUmff »bom ebtUt and fajjimhoth Mrwe% Sttre ev'rf 
^Hft and tivrthj man trill love^ The argument 6f AddUet in this 
^oe is very a-propos with reference to the caie of Agamtmimu 
If I tranflated it verhatrm I mujft hy in plaid EhgHJhi Every hemft 
man hves his mft. Thus Hemer has made this ralh, this fiery (bl- 
dier govern'd by his paffions, and in the rage of youths bear teftir- 
mony to his own reiped for the ladies. But it feems Poftis King. 
xJt'Thract was of anodier opinion, who would have parted witft 
two wives, out of pure good-nature to two mere ftrangers 5 as I 
have met with the ftory fomewhere in Plntarch, When the Greeks 
were raifing forces againfl Troy, diey fent embafladors to this P§ltis 
to-defire his affiflance. He enquired the caufe of the war, and was 
tfdd it was- the injury Paris had done Menehws'm taking his wife 
horn him. ** If that be all, faid the good King, let me accommo^ 
<< date the difference : Indeed it is not juft the Greek Prince AiouW 
V bfe a wife, and on the other fide it is pity the Trtgan {hould 
** want one. Now I have two wives, and to prevent all this miC' 
« chief, I'll fend one of them to Menelamsy and the other to Paris,*' 
It is a fliame this flory is fo little known> and that poor P«/myec 
Bimains uncelebrated; I cannot but recommend him to^e modem 
Pbets. 

V. 4x7. Tomr J^it^i Uiyfless may cmfmU-mtk ym,'} Aehiprlt 
ftill .{onembers what Aiamemmn feid to him whea they quar- 
• rd'4 
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what needs he the defence this arm can make?' 

Has he not wsSis no human fofce can ihake? 
4^ Has ke not ienc^d his guarded navy round. 

With piks> wtth rampartSt and a trench profiiund ? 

And win not thefe (the wonders he has done) 

Repel the rage of Friam's fingle ion ? 

There was a time ('twas when for GrHt9 1 faught) ^ 
461: When MMm^g PrawKfi no fuch wondori wxoughtj 

He kept the fcr^of Thy, nor darM to.wait 

AMks fury at the Sesm gate $ 

He iry'd it ooc^ and fiaroe was iaT'cl by Fatr. 

But now thofi ancient cnmtticji are oc^^:, 
^:^To morrow we. the hy*xixig Gods impkire> 



I 



u we have (een in the firfi hook* U^wTwtsthae witfaoitt eiih« 
ifunag jijsH, or Vti§es'i m much his frieodsaf they are, chcy bim 
f^ Oiaie in this fiioke of niikry. Etfi a t b i mu 

MBinft ud^^MmMHt at.if hit only deeds were the iDtking of ihji 
^dj^thif I>iich» tWe AUli&dw, to defend himlelf agaiqjft thole 
^rfaomh^opnesobtiiege: These was no need of iheie recranch* 
snents, whilft jtMks ku^K. But (u Datkr oUcnres) this teyr. 
^ not atifea ^^mwmm only, but N^0r too> who had advisM 
^ maidi^ of tfaeie rctrmchnifnts* and win had fi^ it( die fe* 
pond Jtook {f tktrt srtsfmvtk» JifsrMi tb tmfi kf t $fmm tkt v^ 
tff^jimgft iet tkmfi^ijf mdfn#hY. 346. FnbiUy tha had hee»s 
jeperted to jiMUsy and th^tjkro rrrcafci hiipi^f here by modbh 
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Then fliall yon fee our parting vcflcb crowned, 

And hear with oars the HeUef^ refbund. 

The third 6xj hence, fhall Tthin greet our Ms, 

If mighty Neftum fend propitious gales ; 

^VOm to hajtOfUles (hall reftore 

The wealth hrleft for this detefised (hore: 

Thither the ipoils of this long war fhall paf$> 

The ruddy gold, the fled, and ihining brafsi 

My beauteous captives thither HI convey. 

> And all dnt tcfts of my unravifli*d.prcy.* 

One only vah'd gift your tyrant ^e. 

And that refum'd; the Mr hyrw^fm flave. 

Then 

thinks the mention of thefe minttte circumflances not to agree wi4i 
theptflbnttdMniAerof die.^6tkcr i that Arjkitf 4rm« 41 PdHa 
M tkree d^gui tbac kt /haS fimd tkat M «if ridm kt Itfi wbm At 
emifi tB Ote fi^gh wod fhax ht JhsU €sny «ik$r tret^tett bmm, Dsfkr 
vSmtf, that w« n0e(H)oly confidir tht ffdcnt fiavdofi of w4iibitfK% 
and Itts €tufe«f ctqsipkint wgasA Ag m um m m, and weftall bc^ 
tiffiedherels noAni^ but what i< exa£tty agreOUei^^idieoaafiQO. 
*fo caanact die einbafflkbrt riwt he wiH tecum hMnc>'he inftmcw 
the eafineis of doing it in the fpacenil three lis^ A gamamim had. 
iajur*d \am in liie.: point of booty* he thcrifore dadaret he had 
luffldenc treafuret athoinekaiid'4lttrhe*wHl otfry off ^oits enough9 
and women emagh* to make amendt f«ir ihofe that Prince had rt- 
fUh'd from hiioi. Ev«ry MTof thef^ paitioihura aarkt hU p«ffio» 
tod refentment. 

V. 481. One mihf vMd fgt j^nr tyrmt gmie.'] The injury 
which Agamtmmn ofe'd to Jft^'Av 'la IBU oppenneA in his 
chouglitt \ he faai but jud difimis'd it^ and how returns to it 
a0ua» Tbefb n^pcticiQiu are £tf Iron hfii« ftuki ia MhH-^ 
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(That fpreads her conqoefts o'er a theo&ifl ' jlM% 
And pours her heroes thro' a hundred gMS» 
Two hundred hariiancn, and tif(ro hnndredxart 
jiOf From each t^ide .portal ifTuing to tiie wan) 

Tho' bribes were iieap'd on bribet, in mmiber more 
Than duft in fidds, or £mds akng the ihorei 
^Mnild all tbsfe ofkss for my friendfhip calli 
fTis he that offers, and I fcom them all. 



« oB'd die Htmiredt^Miidf doly asluBFkf JBtmnf GitM. Ytt U H 
" centin it furnUhcd twenty tixNifiiiil cfamoa of war ; ftr dMJi 
«< were a hundred fbMet ak»^ tbe Rhrer* horn Memfkk to Thtkn 
«' towards lil^ eadi of which contam'd two hundred horfiii th» 
«« ruins whereof are (hewn at diit day. The Pnnces from, dme i»> 
<< time made it th^ care tobean^ wA cnfarge this dty i to whidi 
<• none under the ftn was eq[ualiui the nnny and nu^gi^ficeot tin** 
<• ibrei of gold) filveri and ivory i with inmimefmhlc ctl^fiu^h aflA 
« ^hriilqiiea of one entire AoM. There were fbar seraplet ada^ 
M rable in heauty and greatnelst (he moft andent of n^ch wdi '^ 
M circuit thirteen /«fiii^ and 6wt and forty cttbitt in- hci|^ ^ch 
«« 1 wall of four and twenty^'fooc broad. Tbeomamehta aad olef' 
c« ingt within were agrtieriile fo this magnificence* both in value 
« and woricmaaASpb llie Micick is yec renhii&hgs hue the gokb 
« filveTv-ivmy, andj ^redoos fbnei were ranfiidt'd if the Pei^tmh 
** when CaMyjh bi^d tiie templea cic^gyff, ^There vrerefound^ 
<« in the nVMi above three hundred catents tf gold> and no ]e& 
•< than two thousand three hundred of filveii** The lame anther 
proceeds to give many infbnces of the magnificence of this greit 
city. The defb^ption of the iepulchret of their mngs> and parti- 
cularly that of CjgwMwAw, b perfeSiy aflwiifting» to which I re- 
fer the Reader. 

Strah farther informs ustthat the Kings of tMc$ extended thdr 
floa^ucas 9Mhs nSq$lAk VaOriaB aai 



:j^.^ 
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Atrides^ daughter never fliall be led 

i[An ilJ-match'J confbrt) to Achilles* beds 

Like golden Venui tho* fhc charm'd the heart. 

And yy*d with TaUf^s in the works of art* 
'If Some greater Greek let thofe high nuptials graces* 

I hate alliance w'.rii a t}Tant s race. 

li Heav*n reft, c mc lo my realms with life,' 

The rev'rcnd Peleus fl^cll clc(^ my v.^f^j 

Thejkiian nympiis there arc, ot tbrm divine, 
fiOAnd Kings that fuc to mix their bJood with mine, 

Bleft in kind Jove, my years (hall glide away, 

Contoit with juft hereditary fway 5 

Tl»e deaf for ever to the martial fbrife. 

Enjoy the dear prerogative of Life. 
Jlj'.Life is not to be bought with* heaps of golds 

Not all Apello's ty^hian treafures hold. 

Or Trty once held, in peace and pride of fway, 

Can bribe the poor pofleiHon of a day ! 

V.f45v Not ^l ApolloV Pythian trtafitres,'] The temple bi 
JtpoUo at Dclfbos was the richeft temple in the world, by the offer- 
ings which wore brought to it from all parts ; there were ftatues 
-of mafly gold of a human fite> figures of animals in gold, and fe- 
veral other treafures. A great ftgn of its wealth is, that the Vlxy 
a'ans pillag'd it in the time of Philh the fon of uSmyntasj whirh 
fave occafion to the holy war. *Tis faid to have been pillag'd be- 
fore, and that the great riches of which Hc^ fpcaks; had been 
carried away. Enfltithins^ 

Vol. III. C Loft 
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Loft lierds and treafurcs, wc by arms regain. 

And ^t!^% unrivall'd on the dufty plain \ 

5*3^ But from our lips the vital fpirit fled. 

Returns no more ^o wake the -^ent deaid. 

My fates long fince by Theth were difdos'd. 

And each alternate, life or fame proposed: 

Here,' 



V. 5*30. The vital fpirit fied> Retwrrn no worv.] Nothing furc 
could be better imagin'd, or more ftrongly paint Achilles* s refent- 
meiit> than this rommendadon whidi Jifoiwii" puts into -his mouth 
of a long and peaceable life. That hero whofe very (bul was pof- 
fefs'd with love of glory, and who preferr'd it to life it lelf, tecs 
his an^er prevail over this his darliig paffion: he defpUes even 
glory, when he cannot obtain that, and enjoy his revenge at the 
lame time; and sather than lay this4ifider-^comes the veryre^ 
verfe of himfelf. 

v. 5'32. My fates longJtncehyTheus ime difclos^dj] It was very 
neceflary for Homer to put the reader more than once in mind of 
this piece of Achilles's (lory : There is a remark of Mmflem de la 
Motte which delerves to be tranfarib'd entire on this occaJGon. 

« The generality of people who do not know Achilles by the 
« Iliad, and who upon a moft noted fable conceive him invulne- 
^ rable all but in the heel, find it ridiculous that he (hould be 
« placed^at the head of heroes j fo true it is, that the idea of va- 
« lour implies it always in danger. 

". Should a giant, well arm'd, Hght againft a legion of children 
«' whatever flaughter he ihould make, the pity any one would 
" have for them would not turn at all to any admiration 
*' of him, and the more he fliould applaud his own courage, the 
'< more one would be offended at his pride. 

« Aik'Ules had been in this cafe, if Homer, bcfides all the fupe- 
" riority of (h-ength he has given him, had not found the art of 
*' putting Ijkewife his greatnefs of (bul out of all fu(picion. 

*'. He has '^otfcStly well fuoceeded, ia feigning that Achilles 

«* before 
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Here, if I flay, before the Trojan town, 
r35' Short is my date, but deathlcfs my renown: 
If I return, I quit immortal praiic 
For years on years, and long-extended days. 
Convinc'd, tho* late, I find my fond miflake. 
And warn the Greefo the wifer choice to make: 
r40 To quit thefc (hores, their native feats enjoy. 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-defcnded Tmy, 
J<wt*s arm display *d a^Ierts her from the skies 5 
Her hearts are ftrengthen'd, and her glories rife. 
Go then, to Greece report our fixt defign ,• 
"45* Bid all your counfcls, all your armies join. 
Let all your forces, all. your arts conipire. 
To fave the (biipsy the troops, the chiefs from fire. 

<< before hit fetdng out to the Tro/4» wart was fure of meeting 
'' his death. The deflinies had propoled to him by the mouth of 
*< Thetis, die alternative of a tong and happy, but oblcure life if 
** he fby'd in his own £taxe; or of a fliort but glorious one. if he 
*' embrac'd the vengeance of the Greeks. He wiflies for glory in 
*< contempt of death ; and thus all his a^ilons, all his motions are 
** £0 many proofs of his courage \ he runs> in hafleuing his ex- 
** ploitS) to a death which he knows infallibly attends him 3 v, hat 
" does it avail him, that he routs every thing ^moft without re- 
** fiftance? It is ftill true, that he every moment encounters and 
" faces the Sentence of his defliny, and that ^e devotes himieit ge-. 
** neroufly for glory. I^mer was fo fenfele that this idea muft 
"-force a concern for his hero, that he fcattcrs it throughout his 
" "poem, to the end that the reader having it always in view, may 
" efteem jtchilUs even for v^at he pertorms without the leaft 

« Sanger. 

C % One 
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One ftratagem has fail'd, and others will: 

Ye find, Achilles is unconquer'd ftill. 
^^Q Go then«-^igeft my meilage as jc may-*^ 

But here this night let revYend Phoenix fhj : 

. His tedious toils, and hoary hairs demand 

A peaceful death in Fthia's friendly land. 

But whether he remain, or fail with me, 
J'JJ'His age be facred, and his will be free. 

The fbn of Peleus ceas'd : the chiefs around 

In filencc wrapt, in confkmation drowri'd. 

Attend the flern reply. Then Thosnix rofe ; 

(Down his wfcite beard a fbream of ibrrow flows) 
y6o And while the fate of fiiflPring Greiice he mourn'd, 

With accent weak thefc tender words retum'd* 

I 

Divine Achilles! wilt thou then retire. 

And leave our hofls in blood, our fisets on fire? 

If wrath fb dreadful fill thy ruthlcfs mind, 

f 6 j* How fhall thy friend, thy Phmmx^ Aay behind ? 

The 



r. 565. How flitdl thy friendy thy VhasBtixflof behind?'] This if 
ti ftrcKDg argument to perfuade Achilles to iby> but drd&'d up ia 
the utmoft tendorne^: the venerable old man rifes with tears in 
his eyes> and (peaks the language of afie£don. He tells him that 
he would not be left behind him> the' the Gods would free him 
.£nom die burthen of old age> and reftore him to his youth : but in 
the midfi of fb much fbndnefs} he couches a powerfid argument to 
j)erfii»fe him not toreturahoine^by adding thi^ his father fent him 

I CO 
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TJie royal l^dmsy wliea from Vthi(C% coafl . 
He icnt thee earl/ t» th' Jif^btum hofl^ 



Tliy 



to be his guide and guardian, Vhxnix ought not therefore to follow 
the inclinations of AchWes, bat AthilUs the direaiont of Phmux, 
£i{Jfathitu, 

« Tb: art of this fpeech of Thomix (lays DlmyJtHSi vffJ t^uft*- 
** TMT^Mr^f lib. iv) confifte in his. ieenoing to agree "with all that -, 
** AMiies hadfaid; AchlUest he fees, will depart* and he muft go 
»< along tjrith htm i Vat in affigntng the reafons why he muft go 
^< with him> he jpravts chit AcbiUts on^bt not co deparc And 
*< thus while he leems only to (hew his love to his pupil in his 
** inability to 9ct$ behind lunb he indeed challengei die ocher'i 
'< gratitude for the benefit^ he had conferr'd upon him in his in- 
«* fancy and edoeairioB. At -the 'finne time that he moves Achmest 
*<' he .gratifies Agamemnm; and that this was the real defign which 
^ he'diiguiied in that manner* we are inform'd by Achilles him- 
**felf in the reply he makes: for H(meT» and all the authors that 
« treat of this figures generally contrive it iky, that the anfwers 
<<made to thefe kind of fpeeches* di (cover all the ^rt and ilru$ure 
f f»f tfaenu Aihilles therefore asks him> 

Is it for him theft tears are tat^ht fo flov t 
For him thefe firrows i fir my mortal fie ! 

*•* You fee the fcholar reveals the art and difSmuhdon of his maf- 
** ter 5 and as Phanix had recounted the benefits dime him, he takes 
•* ofiT that expoftuhtion by promifing to divide his empire with him, 
•* as may be feen in the fame anfwer. 

v. j67» Hefent thee early to th* Achaian hop,'] Achilles (%s 
Enfiathius] according to fbme of the ancients, was but twelve 
years old when he went to the wars of Tnty i (mtfen nTriof) and 
it may be gathered" from what the Poet here relates of the educa- 
tion of Achilles under PhwniXi that the fable of his being tutor'd 
by Chhrm was the invention of later ages* and unknown to 
ftwnefTt 

C 3 Mr» 
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Thy youth as then in lage debates unskill'di 

And new to perils of the direful field : 
5*70 H« hade me teach thee all the ways of warj 

To fhine in councils, and in camps to dare. 

Never, ah never let me leave thy fide ! 

No time fhall part us* and no &le divide. 

Not tho' the God that hreath'd my lifc» reftore- 
j'yy The hloom I boaftcd, and the jK>rt I bore, 

VlhcOi Cntce of old beheld my youthful flames. 

(Delightfid Greece^ the land of lovely dames.) 

My father, feithlefs to my mother's arms. 

Old. a$ he wa^s^ ador'd a.Aranger's diarm^. 



Mr.'Bdrjfte, in his article of JtchUUh hat very well proved dun* 
He might indeed, as he grew up, have leam'd mufick and phyfick 
of -Chiron, without having him formally as his tutor , for it is 
plain from this fpeech that he was put ui^der the dire^qn of Phm' 
MX as his governor in morality, when his Either fent him abog 
with him to the fiege oi-Troy^ 

v. f/9. My father, faithlefs to fuy nfothefs arms, &c..] Hwur 
has been blamed for introducixig two long (lories into this (peech 
of Phtnixi this concerning himfelf is Cud npt-to be in the proper 
place, and what jtchilUs muft needs have heju:d over and over : it 
alio gives (&y they) a very ill imprefCo^ of Phtenix himfelf, and 
makes him appear a very unfit perfbn to be a teacher of morality 
to the young hero. It is anfwer'd, that tho' AchilUs might have 
known the £bry before in general, 'tis probable Phaadx had not till 
now fb preiiing an occaiio^ to make him difbover the excefs his fii^y 
had ccaniported him co> in atcemptintg ihe life of his own £ube( : 

cho 
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5 1 try'd what youth could do (at her dcfirc) 

To win the damfel, and prevent my fire. 

JAf fiFC with curfes loads my hated head. 

And cries, " Ye furies! barren be his bed. 

Infernal j^^e, the vengeful fifehds bdow, 
' Aod ruthlcfs Proflrpiriit confirm*d his vow. 

Dclpafr 

the whole dory tendi to repreftot the dreadful . tSkSU of paffion^ 
iDd I cannot but. think the example is the more forcible* a< it is 
dzawrn from hii own experience. 

y% /8 1. 7b will tht damfel^ The counfel that this mother givet 
to her (oh ^htmut is the fame that jichitefhel gave to Ahfaiom, ta 
Hnder him from ever being reconcird to Davids. Et ait jicbho- 
fbtl4d Akpdtm: mgreiert ad eonmhinos fatris tmii qttas dhnifit ad^ 
tiiJhdiefuUm dommm, m aan audierit ornnis Jfiael qtiod fasdaveris f^ 
trim tufim» roicrentMr tecum manm tarrnn* % Sam. 14. ao. Dacier, . 

V. 581. Frevmt my fire. 2 This decency of Homer is worthy ob^' 
iervttion» who to remove all the difagreeable ideas which might, 
proceed from this intrigue of Phamix with his father's miilrefir*: 
took care to. give us to underflandin one (mgle wordi that Amjr^ 
t9r had no- fi^re in her affef^ions* which makes the a£lion of . 
Thctnh the more exculable. He does it only in obedience to his 
mother, in order to reclaim his facheri and obJige him to live like 
hei husband : befjdes> his father had yet no commerce with this 
miib-efs to whofe love he pretended. Had it been otherwile, and 
hiA Phcmix committed this fort of incefli Homer would neither 
have prefented this image to his reader, nor Pelems chofen Phoenix 
tei be governor to ^chii/es,. DJcier, 

V. ^84. Infernal Jove.] The Greek is Xt^e ti nx1eix999i^. The 
ancients gave the name of Jupiter not only to the God of heaven, 
but likewiie to the God of hell, as is feen here* and to the God 
Of'thefea* as -appears ^om c^Efchylus, They thereby meant ta 
fliew that one (ble deity governed th^ world i and it was to teach 
the &me truth, that the ancient fhtuaries made flatues of Jupiter, 
.jHGbncb had three eyes. Priam had one of them in that manner 

C4 M: 
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Ddpair and grief diftradb my lab*ring mind ; 
Cods ! what a crime my impious heart deiign'd ? 
J thought (but fbmc kind God that thought iupprcft) 
To plunge the ponyard in my father's hreaft : 
j'OQThen meditate my flighty my friends in vain 
With pray'rs entreat me> and with force detain; 



in the court of his palace> which was diere m Laomedetfi time : 
after the taking of Trvy^ when the Cuehi itharM the booty, it fell 
CO Sthmeln$*i lot* who cany*d it into Cnett. Daaer, 

V. 586. 'Defpair and grief AfiraBy &c.] I hare taken the Fiber- 
ty to replace here four veries which Ariftardms had cut out, be- 
caufe of the horror whidi the idea gave him of a (on who ingo- 
ing to kill his fariier j but perhaps Aftfiardmf% nicenei^ was too 
great, Thefe verles feem to rte neceffiiry, and have a Very good 
€ffe6l ; for Phcau:fs aim is to fliew jichilles, that unlefs ^e over-- 
coipe our wntha we aie ^pos'd to commit the greateft crimes ; 
he was going to Jdll his own hsiher. jiohiUes in the lame man- 
ner is going to let his father fhcmix and all die Creeks perilh, i^ 
ie does not appeafe his wrath. Tlutarch relates thefe four verfes 
in his treatife of readiog the poets i and adds, " Arijiarchus frighten'd 
«* at this horrible crime, cut out thefe verfes » but they do very 
«< well in this place, and on this occafion. Phoenix intending to 
« Ihew Mhilles what wrath is, and to what abominable excefles 
•< it hurries men, who do not obey reafon, and who refufe to fd- 
* low the counfels of thofe that advife them." Thefe fort of cur- 
fiilings from Homer, often contrary to all reafon, gave room xoLit- 
fiat* to feign that being in the fortunate iflands, he ask'd Homer a 
great many quefUons. " Among other things (fays he in his fe- 
•< cond book of his true hiilory) I ask'd him whether he had mad© 
*« all the verfes which had been reje£bed in his poem ? he affur'd 
*• me they were all his own, which made me laugh at the im** 
" pertinent and bold aiticifms of Zcncdorus and Arijiarchus^ who 
« iud retrenched thw. P<««»'» 



On 
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On fat of rams, black bulls, and brawny fwine. 

They daily teaft, with draughts of fragrant wine : 

Strong guards they plac'd, and watch'd nine nights cntire>' 
'95* The roofs and porches fla^l*d with confhnt fire. 

The tenth, I ibrdd the gates, unfecn of all; 

And favoured by the night, o'erleap'd the wall. 

My travels thence thro' fpacious Gract extend; 

In Vthia's court at laft my labours end. 
kx) Your lire received me, as his £oti carefs'd, 

With gifts enrich'd, and with pofleflions blefs'd. 

The ftrong" Dolofians thenceforth own'd my reign, 

And all the coaft that runs along the main. 

By love to thee his bounties I repay'd, 
'^S And early wifdom to thy ibul convey'd : 

Great as thou art, my leflbns made thee brave, 

A child I took thee, but a hero gave. 

Thy in^t breaft a like aflfedlion fliow'd i, 

Still in my arms (an cver-pleaiing load) 
5 10 Or at my knee, by Fhasnix would*ft thou Hand; 

No food was grateful but from Fhcer.ix' hand. 

I pafs my watchings o*er thy helplcTs years. 

The tender labours, the compliant cares 5 

The 

V. 6 1 2. Ipafs my watchings ^er thy helpiefs years,'] In the 
ori^aal of thJB place Fhttnix telk jfchiiles, that as he pbed 

C s ^^^ 
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The Gods (I thought) reversed their hard dcaee, 
1 5- And Fhcenix felt a iather'« joys in thee : -, 
^hj growing virtues juftify'd my caresy . 

And promis'd comfcirt tOf my filler hairs.: 

Now be thy rage, -thy fatal rage refign*di : 

A cruel heart ill fuits a,n^ly mind: 
fiO The Gp^s.^the only gre9t> and ooly wiie) 

Arc mov'd by oflF'rings, vows, and iacrificej 

Offending ma9 their high .compaiHon wins> 

And da^y pray'rs atone for daily fins. . 

Tray>s are Jove^s daughters, of cdeflial racer 

i^f Lame sare their feet, and wrinkled is their facQ i . 

Witt > 



him in hlsjn^ancy on hie lap> he hdu oftei^ cafi np the wine he ha4 
drank nfotk his cloaths. I wilh I had any authority to fay thefe 
verfes were ioi&ed into the text : for tho* the idea be indeed natu- 
ral, it mufl be granted to be fb very grofs as to be utterly unvor- 
thy of Homer j nor do I fee any colour ^ foften the meannels of 
it : fuch images in any age or country, mufl have been too nau* 
ieous to be defcribed. 

V. 624. . Pray'rs are Jove's daughters^ Kq^hing can be more beau- 
tiful, noble, or religious, than this divine allegory. We have here 
GoddeHes of Homer* i are^tioDj he fets before us their pi&uresin 
lively colours> and gives thefe ^cy'd beings all the features that 
refemble mankind who offer injuries, or «have scoourfeto prayers. 

Prayers are faid to be the daughters of Jove^ becaufe it is.h^e 
"wijao teaches man to pray. They are lame» becaufe the pofhire of 
aiisppliunt is with his knee on the ground. They are wrinkled, 
becaufe thole that pray have a countenance of deje&ion and fbr- 
IQW. Their eyes arc turn'd afide^ becuife thro* an, awfi4 regard to 

heaven 
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With humble mien and with dejedled eyes, 
ConAant they follow where Injuftice flies: 
Injuftice fwift, eredt, and uncQnfin'd> 
Sweq>s the wide earth» and tramples o'er mankind^ 

30 While Bri^iVj to heal her wrongs, move flow behind. 
Who hears thcfe daughters of almighty Jove^ 
For him they nieditate to the throne above: 
When man rejedbs the humble iuit they mak^ 
The fire revenges for the daughter's iakei 

JjjFrom yjyve commiflion'J, Rexcc Inju/iice then . 
Defcends> to punifli unrelenting men. . 

heaven they dare not lift them thithtr; • TheyfeUow Ate orlh- 
jmj, becaule nothing hut prayers can atone for the wrongs that 
are olFer'd by the injurious. Ate is iaid to be (bong and fwifc 
of foot) €^c becaufe injuriouj Men are fwifc to do mifchief. This 
isihe.€xplanation of Etipathins, with, whom Dacier agrees^ but 
when (he albwsthe drcumiiance of lamenefs^ intimate the cuftom 
of kneeling in pcay'r) ihe forgets that this contradi6b her own a& 
iertion in one of the remarks on Iliad ^. where flie :iffirms that 
no fuch cufbm was uied .by the Greeks, Ahd indeed the con- 
trary feems inferred in federal places of Homer, paradilarly where 
jtchUles fzy^ in the 6o9^ verfe of the eleventh book> The Greeks - 
jhallfiand round his' knees fifplscating to him. The phrafes in that 
language that iignify praying* are deriv'd from the knee, only as it ' 
was umal to lay hold on the knee of the perfbn to whom they flip* 
plicated. 

A modem author imagines jite to Ggmfy divine Jnpice', a no** 
tion in which he is fingle, and repugnant to all the Mythologifts. , 
fidides, the whole context in thiis place, and the very application 
of. the allegory to the prefeht cafe of AchiUest whom he exhorts to • 
be mov'd by pray'rs notwithfianding the injuftice dooe him b^ 
A&inemTfmf mUm the cofitrary eyidenc 

C^^ Oh,, 
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Oh let not hcadicmg paffion bear the fway j 
Thcfc rcconcihng Goddcfles obey : 

640 I^e honours to the £ix^ of Jvue belong j 

Due honours calm the fierce, and bend the ibongj 
Were thefe not paid thee by the terms we bring. 
Were rage ftill harbour*d in the haughty King, 
Nor Greece^ nor all her fortunes, fhould engage 
Thy friend to plead againft fo juft a rage. 

645* But iince what honour asks, the Gcn'ral fends. 

And iends by thofc whom moft thy heart commend^i 
The beft and noblefl: of the Grecian train 5 
Permit not thefe tafue, axki fue in vain! 

Let 

• 

V. 643. Kar Greece, nor all her firtfmes,'] Plato in the third 
txx>k of his Republick cnndemns this paflage, and thinks it very 
wrong, that Phtentx fliould fay to JtchiUes, that if they did not of- 
fer him great p^efents, he would not advile him to be appeas'd : 
But I think there is fbme injuflice in this cenfure, and iliat Tlato 
has not rightly enter'd into die fenfc of Phcmix, -who does not look 
upon thefe prefems on the fide of intereft, but honour, as a mark 
of Agamemnm's repentance, and of the fatisfa£Uon he is ready Xt> 
make: wherefore he fays^ that honour has a mighty power over 
great Ipirits. Dacier, 

V. 648. Permit not thejh to fuey and fne in vainl"] In the origi- 
nal it is TflJr fol trtj yt ful&» »V>$|pr MnA* vH^m,— 1 

am pretty confident there is not any manner of fpeaking like diis 
ufed throughout all Homer j nor two Subftantives fo odly coupled 
to a Verb, as f/Shf and »e/«f in this place. We may indeed 

meet with fuch little affe£bitions in 0^>/4> Amigamfif 

titer animhqne rottfym, ExpulH'—zDd the Tike ; but the tafte 
of the ancients in general yns too good for thefe fooleries. 

I moft 
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Let me (my fon) an ancient fe<Sfc unft^, 
) A great example drawn from times of oldj 

Hear what our fathe-s were, and what their praiiH 

^ho conqucr'd their revenge in former days. 
Where Cdydm on rocky mountains fbtnds^ 

Once fought th* JEfolitm and CnretUn bands j 
'To guard it, thofe, to conquer, thefe advance i 

And mutual deaths v«rere dealt with mutual chance, 

1 muft have leave to rfiink the verfe Mii/t* o/^r, &c, an inter* 
portion i the feafe is comp'eat "w ithou- ic, and the latter part of 
the line, w^r /* in ufatr^lif MtxoxSJ^at. feems but a tautology* 
after what is faid in the (ix verles preceding. 

V, 649. Let me, my fon, an ancient faii trnfold^ Phcenix, fays 
Ettfiathius, lays down> as the foundatioB of bis (Horys that great 
men in former ages wpre always appeas'd by prefents and entrea- 
ties i and to confirm this pofition, he brings Melea^er as an in- 
fiance ; but it may be obje&ed that MeUager wai an ill chofen in- 
ftance, being a per(bn whom no entreaties could move. The fu- 
perftru6hire of this ftory ieems not to :^Efree with the foundation. 
Enfiathius iolves the difEicuIty thus. Homer did not intend to give 
an infbnce of a hero's compliance with the entreaties of his 
friends, but to ihew that they who did net comply, were fuffer- 
crs themfelves in the end. So that the connexion of the ftory is 
thus : The heroes of fersier times were uied always to be won 
by prefents and entreaties -, MeUa^er only was obflin^} and fuf< 
fer'd becaufe he was fb. 

The lei^ of this narration cannot bc^t^xed as uniealbnables ic 
was at full leifure in the tent, and in the night, a time of no ac- 
tion. Yet I cannot tnTwer but the tale may be tedious to a mo- 
dern reader. 1 have tranflated it therefore with all polCble ihorjc- 
nefs, tfs will appear upon a comparifbn. The piece itfelf is very 
vduable, as it preferves to us a part of ancient hlftory that had 
OCherwife been entirely loft, as $^ntiGan has remark'd. The 
lame ^e«t Cri^ck commends Hvmf% manner of relating it: Kar- 
tare ^ /^pufiumthh fUifti ^ptim ftd Curetnm ^^^UUrn^^fMUa 

The 
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The filler Cymbm bade Cmmtkn n&i 
Id vengeance of .neglected ^crificey 
Onfd&eus* fields fhe ient a monflrous boar» . 

660 That leveled harvefts, and whole forefts tore; 

This be^ fk (whea man^r. a chief, his tusks had flainr) : 

Great Af(p^erilretch'd along thepjain^ 

Then^ for his fpoiIs> a new debate aroie. 

The neighbour nations thence commencing foes,. 

66j;Strong as they .were,, the bold Curetej Ml'd^, 
While Mekager^s thund'ring arm p^evail'd : 
Till rage at length inflam'd his lofty brcaft, 
(For rage invades the wifeft and the. beft.) 
Curs'd by uikbjta^ to Ms wrath he yields, . 

CyorAnd in his wife's embrace -forgets the fields. . 
*• (She from Marpeffa fprung, divinely fair, 
<' And matchleis Idas, more than Man in war> . 
•'^ The God of day ador'd the^mother% charms > , 
" Againfi the Giod the &her bent his arms : 

6^S** Th* afflidted pair, their forrows^o proclaim, : 
From Cleopatra chang'd this daughter's name. 
And call'd j^ymej a. name, to fhow 
V_ The father's grief, the mourning mother's woe.) ,. 

Td 

V. ^77. Alcyone} a mane to Jhe», &c.] It appesrs (%s Madam 
ViKftti by thtf.psii%e^.asi.by ocherft i^rcauly oUerv'dy tha: the 
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To her the chief retir'd from ffcm debate, 
{o But fbuad no peace from fierce jiUhM*& hate : 

^^4/i-iS.. bate th' unhappy-warrior drew, 

Whoie lucldefi hand bis royal uncle flew ; 

She beat the ground,, and call'd the pow'rs beneath' 

Qn her own ion to wreak her brother's death : ^ 
if Hell beard ber curfes from the realms profound, . 

And the red fiends that walk the nightly round. 

In vain J^olia her delivVer waits. 

War (bakes her walls,, and thunders at her gates» . 

She fcnt embafl^ors, a chpfen band, 
^oPriefts of the Gods, and elders of the landj , 

Befbught tb6 chief to fiive the finking flate : 

Their prayr's were urgent, and their proflfers great: 

(Full fifty acres of the richefl ground, 

Halfpafhire green, and half with vin'yards crown'dj 
VHis iiippliant father, zgedJEneof, camej 

His fiflers followed i ev'n the vengeful danii^,. 



Creekrohiisn gaye names» as cTicI the Hehewst not only with re* 
.ipe£l CO the drcumfbnces, but likewife to the acpdents which hsip- 
penM to the fathers and mQthers of thofe they named : Thus 
CUnfotra^ is called ,Alcffmei from .the lamentatioqs of her mother, 
I annot but think this digrefEon concerning Has and M^tjTa 
top lon|> and not very much to^ Uie purpofe. 



jMh4A: 
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^hM iuesj His friends before him fall : 

He flands relentleTs, and rejects '^m all. 

Mean while the vidior's fhouts aicend the skies $'- 

ycoThe walls arefcardj the rolling flames ariicj 
At length liis wife (a form dirinc) appears. 
With piercing cries, and flipplicating tears j 
She paints the horrors of a conquer'd town^ 
The heroes (lain, the palaces o'erthrown, 

705* The matrons ravilh'd, the whole race enflav'd : 
The warrior heard, he vanquifii'd, and he fav'd, 
Th' JEtolians, long difdain'd, now took their turn> 
And left the chief their broken faith to mourn. 

« 

Learn hence, betimes to curb pemicious^e, 
710 Nor flay, till yonder fleets afcend in fire : 

Accept the prcients -, draw thy conqu'ring fword i 
And be amongft our guardian Gods ador'd. 

V. 703. She paints tht horrors of a conqmer*d tovm, 
The heroes Jlairty the palaces o'erthrovmt 
The matrons ravijh'd^ the whole race enjlav'd,'] 

It is remarkable with what arc Homer here in a few words fumi 
up the miferies of a city taken by af&ult. 

It had been unpardonable for Cleopatra to have made alongrepre- 
fencation to Meleager of thefe miieries^ when every moment chat 
Jkept him from t^e battel could not be fpared. It is alio to be 
oWerved ho^ perfectly the feature? of Meleager refemUe ./UiuUtt\ 
they are both brave men, ambitious of glory> both of them de- 
ftrrib'd as giving victory to their feveral armies while they fought, 
and both of them implacable in &eii refQQtmenc Enpathius. 

Thus 
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Thus he: The /lern uehiUes this rcpIyU 
My ieoond father, and my rev^end guide 1- 
• Thy friend, beKeve me,' no iuch gifts demands^ 
And asks no honours from g mortal's hands ; 
ytve honours me, and fiivours my defigns i 
His pleafure guides me, and his will oonfines: 
And here I (by > (if fudb his h^fa beheft) 
> While Ufe's wttfm ipirit bau witUtt my htcaA^ 

Yet 

V. 713. Achilles V anfwir to Phoenix.] The charafter of jtchO*- 
ies it excellently fvitaStf6r m afl Bi fpeechcs : To Vlyjjh he re- 
mrxis a £ac denial, and threaeeos to leave the TVejam. ihoret in the 
morning : To Phtemx he gives a mudi gentler anfwer^ and begins 
to mention Jpmemmm ^ch left dilid^ed ''Ar^i/atTf^i': AJfter 
Ajax had fpokeo, he feems decennined not Xfx ^eoart, but yet r»>. 
fiifes to bear arms, till tt is to defend Ms 01^ ^uadfon. Thus 
jiMUefi rharaifter is eveiy where of a pieoe : He 'begins to yield, 
and not to have done (b> would not have Ipoke him a man ; to 
have made him perfe^y inexorable had (hewn him a mon^* 
Thus the Poet draws the heat of his paffion cooling by flow de- 
grees) whSch b very namral : To have done otherwife, had not 
been agreeable to JtdalUs^s temper, nor the reader's expe^tioflb 
to whom it would have been blocking to have (een him pafHng 
from the treated (brm of anger to a quiet calmnefs. Eufiathins, 

V. 720. WIdle lift's warm ff hit beats within my bre/tft,'] Eufia^ 
tbims obCerves here with a gteat dead of penetradon> that thele 
words of AihllUs include a (brt of oracle, which he does not un- 
derftand; For it fomeeimes happens that men full of their obje^ 
fay things, which befides the (exife natural and plain to every bo- 
dy, include another fupemamral, which they themlclves do not 
underftand, and which is underfiood by thofe only who have pe^ 
netration enough to iee through the obfcurity of it. Thus Oedi- 
fm tiiaesDL ipe^ in Shocks', and holy (cripture fonuihes us wi ' 
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Yet hear one word, and lodge it in thy heart i 
No more moltft me wtAtndt^ ^^st : 
Is it fofhim'thefe tears are taught toflow^ 
For him the& ibrrows? for my martal foe ?. 

725'Agen'rous friendfhip no cold medium knows« 
Burns wkkone love, with one re&ntment glows m 
One ihould our int're^s, and our pafiions be 5 
My friend muA hate, the n&an that, injures mor 
Po this» my Fhoaiix, 'tis a gen'rous part, 

730 And ihare my realms, my honours, and my heart*. 
Let thefi return: Our voyage^ or our iby»^ 
Reft undetermined till the dawning day. 

He 0Bas*d5 then ordered for the iage^s bed 
A wanner couch, with numerous carpets ip^ead* 

73 J With that, ftem ^jMx hi* long fflence broke. 
And thus, impatient, to Uljyjfes fpoke. 

Hence, let us gc-^why waftc we time in vain?' 
See what cffofk our low.fubmifllons gain ! 

» lik'i 

great examples of enthulialUck fpeeches* which have a dotibl^ CitiK 
Here we maoJfefUy fee that Achilles in fpeaking a very (iinple and 
common thing) fbrecels without thinking of it) that his abode oa 
that faMRi fhore will e(}ual the courfe of his life, and confeqtiendy 
that he flull die there : and thiJt double meaning gives, a ftnfl^ 
plcafure to the reader. Dmer, 

▼• 737« "^^ %«* of AJax,] I have befbfc %)ken o£ this 
jSiOirt ioldier-Uke Q>eech of Jjsx ,* Vionyfita of HatkarnaJIns Gf$ 

of 
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Lik'd or not likM, his words wc muflf relatej 
^The Grfdb^ expe6^ them, and our heroes wai}^ 

Proud as ho is^ that iron-heart retains 

Its ftutibom purpofe, and his friends diidainsi 

Stem, and unpitying! if a brother bleed. 

On juft atonement, wc remit the deed v 
f A fire the daughter of his fon forgives ^ 

The price of blood diicharg'd, the murd'rer hVe^: 

The haughtieft hearts at length their rage refigtu 

■r 

And gift ctn conquer ey'ry ibul but thine. 
The Gods that unrelenting fareaft have Aed'd, 
D And curs'd tb^.wlth a mind that cannot yield... 
One woman-flave was ravifh'd firom thy arms : 
ifi% &v*n are o£fer'd, and of equid charms^ . 

q£ tCr-^ TlMt the perfon who entretti mofti tod With moft ttber- 
« tfi who iupplicatw inoft> and preflei moft,ii jtJMx***- It U pro- 
tole that jijax rifes up -when he fpeaks the wot|||^ m^o, Ife 
does not vouchee to addrefs bimfelf to ^chtllesy^j^taxm him" 
felf to UlyJTeSi and fpeaks with a marthil eloquence* 

V. 746.* The price of blood Hfiharg*d^ It was the cuibm for 
the umrderer to go into banlflunent one yeari but if the relations 
of the perfon murthered were willing, the crindnal by paying them 
a certain fine> might buy ofF die exile? and remain at home. (It 
4niay not be amifs to obferve, that vmf Hi ^uafi ^f%*- properly fig- 
nifies a muld paid for murder.) jtjax fums up this argument 
^th a great dfeal of ftrength: We fec> feys he, a brother forgive 
the marder of his brgther^' a father that of his fon : But jtcbiiies 
wiH not forgive the injury ofiefd Um by taking away one cap< 
tiye woman. Eujiathim, 

The© 
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Then hear, AhiViisl beof better mind; 
Revere thy roof, and to th)r gue(b be kind i 

"l^^ And know the men, of dl tic QncUm hoft. 
Who honour worthy and prize thy valour moft.; 

Oh Soul of battels^ and thy people's guide! 
(To Ajnx thus the firft of Qruh reply'd) 
Well haft thouipokcj but at the tyrant's name- 

760 ^7 1^ rekindles, and noy ibul'^ on ^me : 
'Tis juft xetfeotnooit, aofi beoomet thebrave^ 
Diigrac'd, diftoaouPd, like the vikft flave I 
Return then lieioes ! and our aafwer bear. 
The glorious CMoto is no oMre my care> 



fiys there is fbme difficulty in the original lof this place. Whjr 
fliould uijax dr^w an argument to influence jfchilles, by putdag 
Jum in mind to reverence bis own habitation? The latter partqf 
lix verfe explains the former ; Wej (ays jijax, are under )rour 
rpofi and let^^t protect us from any ill ufage^ fend us not vn^ 
from your ^^B with contempt, who came hither as Mends* u^ 
fupplicants, li^mbailadors. 

V, 739. Well h^ thmfpokey httt at the tyrant's namt wyRage n^ 
kindles.'] We have here the true pt^ure of an angry man* afid 
nothing can be better imagin'd to heighten AchiUcs*^ wrath; 1^ 
owns that reafbn would induce him to a reconciliation* but his 
anger is too great to Men to reafbn. He fpeaks with refpe£^ to 
them> but upon mentioning Agammmm> he flies into rage : Anger 
is, in nothing more like madnefs, than that madmen will talk ^ 
fi>Iy enough upon any inddferent matters but vpon the mentiooof 
the fubjed that caufed tiieir diibrderi ;hey fly out into their ofiat 
excmvagance. 

Not 
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Not till amidft yon finking navy (lain. 
The blood of Greeks (hall dye the iable mamj 
Kot till the flames, by Herat's fiiry thrown, 
Confume your veflels, and approach my ownj 
Jufl there, th' impetuous homicide (hall fhnd. 
There ceafe his battel, and there fed our hand. 

This iidd, each prince a double goblet crown'd. 
And cafl a large libation on the ground i 
Then to their vdTds, thro' the gloomy ihades^ 
The chiefs return j divine UfyJ/es leads. 
Meantime AchiUes' flaves prepared a bed. 
With fleeces, carpets, and foft linen fpread : 
There, till the faaed morn reftor'd the day, 
la {lumbers fWeet the rev'rend 'Phoenix lay. 
But in his inner tent, an ampler fpace^ 
-Ai^'Mes flept >* and in his warm embrace 
Fair DiomeJe of the Lesbian race. 
Laft, for Vatroclus was the couch prepared, 
Whole nightly joys the beauteous J^ls fhar'd ; 
JkbSks to his friend coniign*d her charm5> 
'When Scyros fell before her conqu'ring arms. 

And now th' ek^ed chiefs whom Qreece had fent^' 
Fsiis'd thro' tbe hoAs^ and reach'd the royal teat« 

Thhi 
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Then riiing all> with goUets in their hands, 
• The peers> and -leaders of th' Achatan bands 

790 Hail'd their return : jitrides firft begun. 
Say what fuccefs.' divine Laertes' ion! 
Achilles* high refc^ves declare to alii 
Returns the chief, or muft our navy fall? 
Great King of nations ! {Ithacus reply'd) 

^nj'Fixt is his wrath, unconquer'd is l^s pride j 
He flights thy frfendfliip, thy propofals fcorns. 
And thus iroplor'd, with fiercer ifury burns. 
To fave our army, and our fleets to free. 
Is not his care j but left to Greece and thee. 

800 Your eyes (hall view, when morning paints the sky. 
Beneath his oars the whitening billows fly. 
Us too he bids our oars and fails employ. 
Nor hope the fall of heav'n-protefted ^royi 
F*or J(yve o'erfliades her with his arm divine. 

Soy Iri^ires her war, and bids her glory fhine. 
Such was liis word*: what farther he declared, 

Thcfe faaed heralds tuid great Ajax heard. 

But 

r V. 806. Such teas his ^ord.'] It may be ask'd here why Ufyjfft 
fpeaks only of the aofwer which Achilles made him at firft> «ai 
fays nothing of die difpofition to which the difcourfes of Pheaiix 
and u4j,tx had brought him. The queftion is cafily anfwer'd j it h 
heciufe Achil/es U obftinate in his relentmenti and that, if at length 

alio- 
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But Vhotmx in Jiis tent the chief retains^ 
Safe to transport him to his native plains. 
When morning dawns : if other he decree. 
His age is iaaed, and his choice is free. 
Ulfffes ceas'd : the great Achaitm koft. 
With fbrrow iciz*d, in confternation lod. 
Attend the ftem reply. Tydides broke 
' The gen'ral filence, and undaunted fy}kc. 
Why ihould we gifts to proud jtchiUes fend ? 
Or ihive with pray'rs his haughty foul to bend ? 
His countrey's woes he .glories to deride. 
And pray'rs will burft that fwelling heart with -pridd 
5 Be the fierce impulfe of his rage obey'di 
Our battels let him, or defert, or aid s 



a little movM by Phtmixt and flilkto '1^ 4jax, fae'fkm'd ^fpoi'J 
to take arins> it is not out of regard to the Greeks» but only to 
fave his own rquadron> when Heffor, after having put the Greeks 
to the fword> (hall come to infult it. Thus this inflexible man 
abates nothing of his rage. It is therefore prudent in Ufyjfes to 
make this report to Agamemnorh to the end that being put out (tf 
hopes of the aid with which he flatter'd hkn&lf « he may concert 
with the leaders of the army the meadires nece&ry to fave 
his fleet and troops. E^trpathtns, 

V. 816. Whyihwld we gifts, 6cc] Thii fpeech is admirably a- 
dapted to the charaQer of Dhmed, evwy word is animated with a 
martial courage, and worthy to be -deliver'd by a gallant (blJier. 
He advis'd fighting in the begbttung of the book> and continues 
ftill ill th-t opinion j and he is nO more concern'd at the fpeech of 
AihilUs DOW} than he was at that of Agamvmm before. 

Ti 
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Then let hiin arm when Jwe or he think fit; 
That to his madnefs^ or to heav'n commit : 
What for our icitres we can, is alv^ys ours; 

825* This night, let due repaft reirefli our pow'rsj 
(For ilrength ccmlifb in Q>irits and in blood. 
And thofe are ow'd to gen'rous wine and food) 
But when the rofy meflcnger of day 
Strikes the blew mountains with her golden rayV 

630 Rang'd at the (hips, let all our :{quadron$ fhine. 
In flaming arms, a loag-<xtended line : 
In the dread front let great Atr'tdei /land. 
The firft in danger, as in high command. 
Shouts of acclaim the lifPning heroes raife, 

B^ j' Then each to heay'n the due libations pays ^ 
Till fleep defcending o'er the tents, bellows 
The gratefiil bkflkigs of de&'d repofi. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Night-Adventure of 'Dfomed and 

Ulyfes. 

Tl PON the refufaJ of Achilles to return to the 
^^ army^ the dtftrefs 0/ Agamemnon is defcriVi 
in the moft lively manner. He takes no reft U^at 
ffight, but pajfes thro'* the camp^ awaking the 
leaders^ and contriving all pojfibte methods for the 
publick fafety. Mcnelaus, Neftor, Ulyfles a»i 
jDiomed are employed in raijing the reft of the 
captains. T'hey call a council of war ^ and detet^^ 
mine to fend fcouts into the enemy* s camp^ to lelS^ 
their pofture and difcover their intentions. Dicjr 
med undertakes this hazardous enterprize^ and- 
makes choice of JJlyffcs for his companion. In their 
paffage they furprize Dolon, whom He£lor bad 
fent on a like defign to the camp of the Grecians. 
From him they are informed of the fituation of the 
Trojan and auxiliary forces^ and particularly (f 
Rhefus and the Thracians who were lately ar- 
rived, T'hey pafs on with fuccefs ; kill Rhefus, 
with feverat of his officers^ and feize the famous 
horfes of that Prince^ with which they return i» 
triumph to the camp. 

The fame night continues'^ the Scene lies in the 
two camps. 
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ALL night the Chiefs bcfbre their rdlHs 
"y 
And ioft in fleep the labours of the day: 

All but the King ; with various thoughts 
oppreffl. 
His country's cares lay rowling in his biail. 

As 

• It ii obfemblR Says Enftaihiiu, that the Port very artfully 
repiin the loft of the hft day by thii noihimal flntagem: icd it 
ia plain tluc fuch ■ contrivance vm necx&ry : the onry vns djf'- 
pirired: ind Athiiltt Inflexible i but by the fuccefj of this adven- 
ture the (cale ii tuin-'d in fivoiir of the Crriimi. 

v. 3. All bui iht Kif.i, &c.] Hnun- here with > veiy fmiH 
slKHiioD itpoti the vet& which begin the Ibcood book : he 
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fAs whett43)r light'nings J(yvt*% aetherial Pow'r 
Forctcls the ratling haiJ, or weighty fliow'r. 
Or fends {oh fhows to whiten all the fhore. 
Or bids the brazen throat of war to roars / 

Bjr fits one flafh fucceeds, as one expires, 
koAnd heav'n flames thick with momentary fires. 
So burfting frequent from jtrldes^ breaft. 
Sighs following fighs his inward fears confefi. 
Now o'er the fields, dejed^ed, he furveys 
From thoufand Trojm fires the mounting blaze; 

Hears 

introduces i^gamemnm wfth the fault pomp > as he 'did J fatten 
he afcribes to the one the (ame watdifulnefs over men> as the other 
exercis'd over the Gods^and Jove and Agamenmm are the onlyper- 
ibns awake> while heaven and eareh are aileep. Ettjiathius, 

v» J, Or fends fcft fiiows.2 Seal$ger*s criticifm againft this paf- 
fage» that it never lightens and fhows at the fame time, is £\3&r 
ciently refuted by experience. See 'Bojfu of the Epic poem> libt 3# 
t, 7. and *Bames^s note on this place. 

V. 8. Or bids the braxen throat of war to roar."] There is fbmc- 
thing very noble and fublime in this image : the vaji jaws of waf 
U an exprefCon that ^ery poetically reprefents the voracioufnefs of 
war, and gives us a lively idea of an infatiate monder. £m/?4- 
thius, 

V. 9. 'By fiti one fajh fmcceedsi Sec."] It requires fome skill in 
Homer to take the chief point of his (imilitudes > tie has often been 
xnidmderilood in that refpe£l> and his comparifbns have frequent- 
ly been ftrainM to comply with the fancies of commentators. This 
comparifbn which is brought to illuftrate the frequency of jfga- 
mtmmn*% fighs» has been ufually thought to reprefent in general the 
groans of the King, whereas what Homer had in his view was on- 
ly the quick fucceflion of them. 

Vf 13. Now ^er the^kisfdu,'] Jlrf/htU aofwers a criticiiin of 

fome 
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If Hears in the pafling wind their mufic blow. 
And marks diAin^ the voices of the foe. 
Now looking backwards to the fleet and coaflj 
Anxious he fbrn»vs for th' endangered hoft. 
He rends his hairs, in^crifice to Jcrve^ 

iOAnd fues to him that ever lives above : 
Inly he groans \ while glory and deipair 
Divuie \^% heart, and wage a doubtful war. 

A thousand cares his laboring breafl revolves^ 
To icek lage Ne/^ now the Chief refblves, 

25* With him, in wholfbme counfels, to debate 
.What.yet renudns to &ve th' afflid^ ftate» . 



lomc cenfurer« of JJomer on thi* place. TBejr tskei Ikwr It Wte 
Uiat Agamemnon) fhuc up in his otnt in the nigbtv could fee cht 
Wtt^an camp at one view, and the fleet at-anothery' as the poec re- 
pvofents it ? It is (lays Arifiotk) only a metapisorical manner of 
ipeech : U cafi m^s eye^ means but to refieS tipwh or to revolve m 
9n^$ mind : and that employ'd Agamemnon*^ thoughts in his tent, 
iwhich had been the chief obje^ of his eyes the day before. 

y. 19. He rends his hairs in facrifice to Jove.] I know this zQJmi 
of Agamemnm has been taken only as a common expreiSon of 
grief, and fb indeed it viras rendered by Accins, as cited by Tnliy, 
' T«fc, fmaft, I. 3. Scindens doiore identidem intonfam amam. But who- 
tver reads the context will, I believe, be pf opinion, that Jn^iter 
is mention*d here on no other account than as he was apply'd to 
ifi the ofiering of thefe hairs, in an humUe fupplicatioa to th« 
•ieaded ddty, who had fo lately manifefUd his anger. 
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He rofe> and firft he caft \i\% mantle round. 
Next on his feet the (hining fandals bound j 
A lion*s yellow ipoils his back concealed i 
30 His warlike hand a pointed jav'lin held. 

Mean while his brother, preft with equal woes. 
Alike deny*d the gifts of foft repofe, 

V. 27. He roffi andfirfi he cafi his mantle rotmdj] I (»Dcy itWiB 
be entertaining to the reader, to obferve how well the poet at all 
times fuits his defcriptions to the circumfbnces t>f the peHbns : 
we mud remember that this book continues the a£tions of one 
night ', the whole army is now afleep> and Homer takes this op- 
portunity to give us a defcripcion of ieveral of his heroes fuitable 
to their proper chara£lers« Agamemmny who is every where der 
icrib'd ais anxious for die good of his people* is kept awake by t 
£itherly care for their prelervadon. MenelatUt for whofe lake the 
Greeks had fufier'd fb greatly* (hares all their misfortunes* and is 
refilefs while they are in danger. Neftor, a provident* wife* old 
nan* facrifices his reft iven in the extremity of age* to his love 
ibr his country. Ufyjfes, a perfbn next to Nefior in wifHom* it 
ready at the 6rft fimimons * he finds it hard* while the Greeks fuf* 
fer* to oompofe himiHf to deep* but is eafily awak'd to march to 
its defence: but Dimmed, who is every where defcrib'd as a daring 
warrior* fleeps unconoenx'd at the neamefs of the enemy* and il 
not awaked without ibme violence : he is laid to be afleep* but 
he deeps like a foldier in compleat Arms. 

I could not pais over one circumftance in this place in relation 
to Nffior, It is a pieafure to lee what care the poet takes of hii 
favourite counfellor : he delcribes him lying in a loft bod* wraps 
him up in a warm cluik* to preferve his age 6'om the coldnef) 
of die night j but Df'^edj a gallant, young hero, fleeps upon the 
ground in open air ; and indeed every warrior is drels'd in arms 
peculiar to that ieaibn : the hide of a lion or leopard is what thef 
all put on* being not to engage an enemy, but to meet their friends 
in council. Enjiathius* 

•^ Laments 

t • 
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Laments for Grw» 5 that in his caufe before 
So much had fuffer'd, and muft fuflfer more. 

35'A leopard's ipottcd hide his fhoulders fprcadi 
A brazen helmet glitter'd on his head : 
Thus (with a jav'lin in his hand) he went 
To wake jifrides in the royal tent. 
Akcady wak*d, Atrides he defcry'd, 

40 His armour buckh'ng at his veflers fide .' 
Joyfiil they met ,• the Spartan thus begun : 
Why puts my brother his bright armour on ? 
Sends he fbme ipy, amidft thefe filent hours> 
To ttf joa' camp, and watch the Trvjan pow'rs } 

^Ij* But fay, what hero fhall fuihin that task : 
Such bold exploits uncommon courage ask, 

■ 

Guiddefs, alone, through night's dzxk fhade to go,' 

■ 

And 'midfl a hoflile camp explore the foe? 
To whom the King. In fiich diftrefs we ftand, 
jo No vulgar couniels our affairs demand , 
Greece to prcierve, is now no eafie part. 
But asks high wifdom, deep deiign, and art. 

T. 43. Sends he fime fpy?Scc.'] Mcnelnus in this place ftarts-a de- 
figtia whidi is afterwards propofed by Nejiar in council ; the poet 
knew that the projefl would come with greater weight fron\ the 
age of the one, than from the youth of the other i and that the 
valiant would be ready to execute a defign, which fo venerable a 
, counfellor bad form'd. Eujiathitis, 

D 4 For 
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Yovyove avcrfc our humble pray'r denies. 

And bows hi* head to Herat's fiicrifice. 
SS What eye has witncfs'd, or what ear believ'dr 

In one greft day, by one great arm atchicv'd 

Such wond'rous deeds as He^or's hand has done^ 

And we beheld, the laft revolving fiin ? 

What honours the belov*d of j^ave adorn I 
£o Sprung from no God, and of no Goddeis bom^ 

▼. 57. SmJf wmdnms deeds as Ht&xxt^s hmd, &e*] We heir Jf 
H^mnennun in- this place launching into the praifes of a gaBanc ene- 
my; hut if any one think that he raifes the a&ions of He3tr too 
high, and fets him ahove Achilles himlelf, this obje&ion will Tt- 
mAi if he confiders that he commends him at the braved of mere 
men, hut (till he is not equal to Achilles who was defcended 6x»ii 
« goddeis. Agamemam ujodoubcedljf had Achilles in his thoughtl 
When he iays, 

Sprmgfrem m Oodt 6cc. 

But his anger will not let him even name the man whom he dial 
•bliquely praifes. 

Euftathius proceeds to obferve, that the poet afcribes the gallinC 
exploits of He£lor to his piety ; and had he not been fevour*d by 
Jove^ he had not been thus viftorious. 

He alfo remarks that there is a double tautology in this fpeech 
of AgameTnncth as /n^ee Keii /exi%^r, fttpfupct ftnllftiJ^eu, and ifTn 
•fftlit. This proceeds from the wonder which the King endea- 
vours to exprels at the greatnefs of He6lor*» a£lions : he labours to 
make his words anfwer the great idea he had conceived of them ; 
and while his mind dwells upon the fame obje£l, he falls into the 
lame manner of exprefllng it. This is very natural to a perfbn in 
his circumftanceS} whofe thoughts are ai it were pent up, and 
ftniggle for an utterance. 



Yet 
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Yet iuch his z€tSy as Greeks utaborn (hall tell« 
And curfe the battel where their fathers fell. 

Now ipeed thy haJkj courfe along the fleet. 
There call great Ajax^ and the Prince of Crete\ 

6^ Our felf to hoary Nejhr will repair i 
To keep the guards on duty, be his care; 
(For Neftor's influence befl that quarter guides. 
Whole ion, with Merm, o'er the watch prefides.) 
To whona the Spartan : Thefe thy orders born, 

70 Say, fhall I flay, or with diipatch return ? 

There ilialt thou flay (the King of men reply'd) 
Elfc may we mifs to meet without a guide. 
The paths £o many, and the camp £o wide. 
Still, with your voice, the flothful fbldiers raife, 

7<'Urge by their father's fame, their future praife. 
Forget we now our ftate and lofty birth } 
Not titles here, but works muft prove our worth. 
To labour is the lot of man below 5 
And when yove gave us life, he gave us woe. 

V. 73. The paths fi manjfi &c.] 'Tis phun from this Terfe, as 

'weVi. as from many others, that the art of fortihcition was in fbme 

degree of perfe£lion in Homn'$ days . hve arc lines drawn, that 

r jraverf* the carop ev'ry way i the fliips are draA^ii up in the man- 

XJ*r of a ramparr, and (ally ports made at proper difhinces, that 

tt^ey might without difficulty either retire Qi^ue oiK> as the oc- 

^^skUxjxi (hould require. Enfiathins, 
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80 This iaid, each parted to his iev'ral cares j 
The King to Nifty's faWe ihip repairs i 
The iagc protedor of the Gretks he found 
Stretch*d in his bed, with all his arms around ; 
The various-cblour'd fcarf, the fhidd he rears, 

Sj* The (hining hdmet, and the pointed ipears ; 
The dreadful weapons of the warriors rage. 
That, old in arms, difdain'd the peace of age. 
Then leaning on his hand his watchful head. 
The hoary Monarch rais'd his eyes, and iaid, 

50 * What art thou, fpeak, that on defigns unknown, 
•While others fleep, thus range the camp alone ? 
Seek'ft thou fbme friend or nightly centinel ? 
Stand off, approach not, but thy purpofe tell. 



V. 92. See\t*fi thm feme friend or nightly centinel ?] It has been 
thought that Ntjior asks this queftion upon the account of his fon 
ThrafyniedeSi who commanded the guard that night. He feems to 
be under fome appreheniion left he {hould have remitted the 
vratch. And it may alio be gathered from this paHagei that in 
thofe times cfae ufe of the watch-word was unknown -, becaule 
^eflor is oblig'd to crowd feveral queftions together> before he can 
learn, whether Agamemnon be a friend or an enemy. Thefliort- 
iig& of the queftions agrees admirably with the occafion upon 
which they were made j it being neceftary that Nejlor (hould be' 
immediately infbrm'd w1k> he waS) that pafs'd along the camp : 
if a fpy, that he might ftand upon his gyard ; if a friend, thae 
be might not cauie an alarm to be given to the army, by mul- 
tiplying qaeftioDs. Mtffisthimu 

Ofon 
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O fbn of We/lw/ (Aus the King rejoin'd) 

f Pride of the Grtflksy and glorj of thj kind 
Lo here the wretched Agmnemnm fhuids> 
Th* unhappy Gen'ral of the Grfr/4W bands i 
Whom Jcrvt deaees with daily cares to bend. 
And woes, that only with his life fliall end ! 

Scarce can my knees thcle trembling limbs fUftain, 
And fcarce my heart fiipport its load of pain. 
No tafle of fleep thefe heavy ^^^^ have known i 
Confus'd, and fad, I wander thus alone. 
With fears diftra£led, with no fix'd defign i 

f And aU my people's mileries are mine. 
If ought of ufe thy waking thoughts iuggeft, 
(Since cares, like mine, deprive thy foul of reft) 
Impart thy counfel, and aflift thy friend : 
Now let us jointly to the trench defcend, 

5 At ev*ry gate the feinting guard excite, 
Tir'dwith the toils of day, and watch of night: 

V. $6, Lc hert ihe wretched Agamemnon fiamdsJ] Emftatkim oIh 
Caves, that Agamtmnm here points his difhefV in a very pacheci* 
cal manner : while the meaneft (bldier is at re(l> the General wan- 
ders about difconiplate, and is fliperior now in nothing fb mudi 
as in fbrrow \ but this fbrrow proceeds not from a bde abje^ 
Ipirit, but from a generous difpofition ; he is not anxions for the 
lo(s of his own gk>ry> but for the iu£Ebrings of his people: it is a 
noble fbrroW) and brings from a commendable teodemels and 

D ^ £lfc 
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Elie may the fudden f©e our works invade. 
So near, and favoured by the gloomy fhadc. 
To him thus mficr. Truft the Pow'rs above,' 
^ I J* Nor think proud He(5?flr's hopes confirmed by Jw%^ 

How ill agree the views of vain mankind. 

And the wife counfels of th' eternal mind ? 

Audacious HeBor^ if the Gods ordain 

That great jijchiUes riie and rage again, 
1 20 What toils attend thee, and what woes remain? 

Lo faithful Neftor thy command obeys j 

The care is next our other Chiefs to raife : 

Xllyjfes^ Dicmed we chiefly need j 

Meges for ftrength, Oileus fam*d for fpeed. 
2 2 f Some other be diipatch'd, of nimbler feet. 

To thofc tall fliips, remoteft of the fleet. 

Where lie great Ajax^ and the King of Crtte, 

To roufe the Spartan I my felf deaeej 

Dear as he is to us, and dear to thee, 
130 Yet mufl: I tax his floth, that claims no fhare 

.With his great brother in this martial care: 

Him it behov'd to ev'ry chief to fue. 

Preventing ev'ry part pcrftM:m*d by you ; 

For (brong neceflity our toils demands, 
t^^ Ckixns ^ our besets, and urges all our han^s* 

T# 
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To whom the King ! With rcv'rcncc we allow 
Thy jufl: rebukes, yet learn to iparc them now. 
My gen'rous brother is of gentle kind. 
He ieems remifs, but bears a valiant mind ; 

^ Thro* too much def rence. to oiur fbv'reign fway, 
Content to follow when we lead the way. . 
But now, our ills induibrious to prevent,. 
Long e*er the reft, he roie, and fought my tent. 
The chiefs you nam'd, aheady, at his call, 

•4J' Prepare ta meet us near the navy -wall j 

Ailembling there, between the trench and gates. 
Near the night-guards, our chofen council waits. 
Then none (iaid Nejkr) fhall his rule withftand. 
For great examples juftify command. 

SO With that the venerable warrior rofc; 

. The (hining greaves his manly legs indofe ; 

V. 13S. A5' g^^^^* hrother is ofgentk kind.'] jtgamemnm \s 
tfVay where repre(ented as the greaceft example of brotherly af" 
* leftioh: and he at all times defends MeneUmsy but never with more 
"addrefsthan now : Neftsr had accus'd Menelam of iloth ; the King 
is his advocate, but pleads his excuie only in part : he does not en* 
tirely acquit him* becaufe he would not contradi^fc £0 wife a man 
as Nejiw > nor does he condemn him, becaufe his brother at this 
time was not guilty s but he very artfully turns the imputation of 
ifefior to the praife of Menelam j and afiirms, that what might 
ieem to be remifsnefs in his chara£^er, was only a deference to his 
authorit79 and that his Teeming ina^ivity was but an unwilling* 
jpeff to ft^. ii^thouc cQimosuod. Emfiathim* 
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His ptirple mantle golden buckles joln'd^ 

r 

Warm widi the £d'[Xx^ wcx>I, and doubly lin'd. 

Then rufliing from his tent, he fhatch'd in hafte 
I j'j' His fteely lance, that lighten'd as he paft. 

The camp he travcrs'd thro' the fleeping crowds 

Stopp'd at Vlyffes^ tent, and call'd aloud. 

XJlyHesy fudijen a^dbe voice was fent. 

Awakes, ftarts up, and ifllies from his tent. 
l6o What new diftrefs, what fiidden caufe of fright 

Thus leads you wandring in the filent night ? 

O prudent chief! (the TyUm fage reply'd) 

Wife as thou art, be now thy wifdom try'd : 

Whatever means of lafety can be fought, 
165* Whatever counsels can inipire our thought. 

Whatever methods, or to fly or fight ,• 

All, all depend on this important night ! 
. He heard, returned, and took his^ painted ihield : t 

Then join*d the chiefs, and fbllow*d thro* the field. 
^7^ Without his tent, boki Didmed they found. 

All fheath*d in arms, his brave companions round: 

Each funk in fleep, extended on the field. 

His head reclining on tus boHy ihield* 



• A wood^ 



I 
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A wood of ipears fKxKl by, that fixt upright. 
Shot from their fialhmg points a qiuv'fing light. 
A bull's black hide cx>mpos'd the hero's bed; 
A fplendid carpet roll'd beneath his head. 
Then, with his foot old Nejior gently (hakes 
The flumb'ring chief, and in thcie words awakes. 

^ Riie, £oa of Tysieus i to the brave and fbrong 
Reft ieems inglorious, and the night too long. 
But flecp'ft thou now ? when from yon' hill the foe 
Hangs o'er (he fket, and ihades our walls below ? 
At this, £oh flumber from his eyelids fled } 

r The warrior faw the hoary chief, and iaid. 
Wond'rous old man ! whoie foul no recite knows, 
Tho' years and honours bid thee feek repoie. 

V. 174. ji wood of fiears flood by, &c.] The pi£hire here given 
tis of Diomed fleeping in his arnis> with his Ibldiers about him, 
and the fpears flicking upright in the earth> has a near refcm* 
blaoce to that in the firft book of Sarrmel, ch. 26. v. 7. Saul lay 
Jleeping vnthin the trench, and his /pear flnck in the gronnd at hit 
Mperi But Abner and the people lay round about him, 

V, 1S2. Train yon* hlU the fhe,8iCc'] It is neceflary, if wewoulcf 
ibrm an exa6l idea of the battels of Homer, to carry in our mindjT 
die place where each aftion was fought. It will therefore be pro- 
per to enquire where that eminence flood, upon which the Tro- 
jans encamp'd this night. Enflathitu is inclinable to believe it was 
CalScoloney (the fituation of which you will find in the map of Hon 
mer*s battels) but it will appear from what Dakn fays, v. 487. (of 
Heffor's being encamp'd at the monument of Bus) that this emi- 
nence mufl be the Tumulus on which that momiment was (tcaacek 
and ib the oU SchoUaft rightly explains it. ^ 

Let 
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Let younger Grteks our fleqnng warriors wake;> 

111 fits tky age thefe toils to undertake. 
190 M7 friend, (he anfwcr'd) gen'rous is thy care, 

Tiiefe toils, my fubjed^s and my fons might bear» 

Their loyal thoughts and pious loves confpire 

To eafe a lbv*reign, and relieve a fire. 

But now the laft defpair furroimds our hoA/ 
Jpj'No hour muft pafs, no moment muft be loili 

Each'fingle Grnk^ in this conclufive ftrife. 

Stands on the iharpeft edge of death or life: 

Yet if my years thy kind regjurd engage. 

Employ thy youth as I employ my age; 
aoo Succeed to thefc my cares, and rouze the reft; 

He fcrvcs me moft^ who icrves his countrey bcft. 



V. 194. Siv^ WW tht up defpair fitrromds tmr hofi.'] The dift- 
rent behaviour of Nefior upon the fame occafion, to diflferent per- 
ibns, is worthy obfcrvation: Aiamemmn was under a concern and 
dejeaion of fpirit from the danger of his army : To raife his cou- 
nge, Nefiar gave him hopes of fuccels> and reprefented the ftate of 
affairs in the moft favouraMe view. But he applies himfelf to 
Viomedy who is at all times enterprizing and incapable of defpaifi 
in a far diflFercnt manner : He turns the darkeft fide to him, and 
gives the worft profpe^ of their condition. This conduft (fays 
EMftathini) (hews a great deal of prudence : 'tis the province of 
wifdom to encourage the dilhearten'd with hopes, and to qualify 
the forward courage of the daring with fears i that the valour of 
the one may doc fink thro' defpair, nor that of the other fly out 
ifito ralhneis. 

This 
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This iaid, the hero o'er his (houlders flung 
A lion's ipoiIs> that to his ankles hung ,* 
Then feiz'd his ponderous lance, and Arode along. 
-^^Mtges the bold, with Ajax fam'd for ipeed. 
The warrior rouz'd, and to th' entrenchments led. 
And now the chiefs approach the nightl7 guard j 
A wakeful iquadron, each in arms prepared : 
Th' imwear7'd watch their lifl*ning leaders keep, 
10 And couching clofe, repel invading fleep.. 
So^thfill dogs their fleec7 charge maintain,. 
3Srith toil proteded from the prowling train;. 

Whctt 



V. 207. And now the Chiefs a^oMh the nightly gnard^ It is 
ufual in poetry to pafs over litde circumfhnces, and carry on the* 
greater. Menelam in this book was lent to call fbme of the lead- 
ers s the poet has too much judgment to dwell upon the trivial 
particulars of his perfbfming his meflage, but )etA us know by the 
fequel that he had performed it. It would have clogg'd the poeti- 
cil narration to have told us how Menelans waked the heroes to 
Whom he was difpatched, and had been but a repetition of whac 
the Poet had fully defcrib'd before : He therefore (fays the fame 
author) drops thefe particulacitiesi and lettye» them to be fupply'd* 
by the imagination of the reader. 'Tis io in Fainting, the Painter, 
does not always draw at the full length, but leaves whac is want- 
ing to be added by the fancy of the beholder. 

y. 2.1 1. S9 faithful dogsy &c.] This fimile is in all its parts jufl 
to the defcription it is meant to iUuffaate. The dogs reprefenc tho 
iratch, the flock the Greeksy the fold their camp> and the wild 
beafl that invades them, He^ar, The place, pofhire, and circum- 
^uxre, are painted with the utmofl life and nature. 

Eujlathims takes notice of one particular in this defcription* 
yihkh ihews^cbe xHaooer iq which their ctminels kept the 
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Vl^hen the gaunt lionefs^ with hunger bold. 

Springs from the mountains tow'rd the guarded ibid : 

2 1 y thro' breaking woods her ruftling courfe they hears 
Loud, and more loud, the clamours fhrike their ear 
Of hounds and men 3 they ^t, they gaze around; 
Watch ev'ry fide, and turn to ev'ry found. 
Thus watch'd the Greernmy cautious of furprire, 

220 Each voice, each motion, drew their ears and cycsj 
Each Acp of pafTing feet encreas'd th* affright) 
And hoflile Thfy was ever fiill in fight. 
i^efior with Joy the wakeful band funrejr'd. 
And thus accofled thro' the gloomy (hade. 

12J'Tis well, my fbns! your nightly care employ,' 
Elfe muj'c our hoft become the fconi of Trcy^ 
Watch thus, and Greece (ball live ■ ■ ■ The hero faidi 
Then o'er the trench the following chieftains led. 

His 



guard. The Poet telU ui, thtt they ftu dovn, with tMr arms k- 
their hands, I think that this was not io prudent a method as if 
sow u(ed i it being almofl impofSble for a man chat fbnds, to 
drop afleep, whereas one that is ieated may eafily be overpower'd 
by the fatigue of a long watch. 

V. 228. Then o^r the trench the folht»ing eheiftams led.'] The rea- 
ibn why Nefior did not open the council within the trenches, was 
with a deBgn to encourage the guards^ and thofe whom he intend- 
ed to lend to enter the Trojan camp. It would have appeared un- 
reaibnable to lend others over the entrenchments upon a hazar- 
dous eDferpfaet and not to have dared himfelf to fee a foot beyond 
-* them. 
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His fbn, and godlike Merhn march'd behind, 

(For thcfc the Princes to their council join'd) 

The trenches paft, th* aflentbPd Kings around 

In iilent ftate the confiflorj crown*d. 

A place there was, yet undefil'd with gore. 

The fpot where He^or ft<>p*d his rage before. 

When night defcending, from his vengeful hand 

Reprieved the tclicks of the Grecim band ; 

(The plain belide with mangled corps was Ipread, 

And all his progrefs mark'd by heaps of dead.) 

There &t the mournful Kings : when Neleus* fbn 

The council opening, in thefe words begun. 

Is there (iaid he) a chief fb. greatly brave. 

His life to hazard, and his country fave ? 

Lirei 



Siem. This alio could not £ul of inflamiog tlie coarage of th^ 
Qredan fpies* who would know themfelves ]x>t to be inxitom. a^ 
Gflance, while fb many of the princes were palled over the <titG|i 
M well aa they. Ettfiathius, 

V. 241. Is there {[aid he) a^^^fi greatly hravef] Neften' pro* 
poles his defign of fending ipies into the Tnjan army with agreac 
deal of addre&: He b^zns with a general Sentence!* and will not 
:huie any one hero> for lear of di%uiBng the reft : Had Mefl^r 
Darned the pecion, he would have paid him a cocnpIemeBt that 
was fiire to be attended with the hazard of his life s and that per* 
fim might have believ'd that Nejhr expofed him to a-dangerj whick 
his honour would not let him decline ; while the reft might hare 
refented fuch a partiality, which would have feem*d to give the 
preference to another before them. It therefore was wiiHom in 
AV/or to propofe the defign in general terms, whereby all the ©d- 
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Lives there a man, who fingly dares to go 

To yonder camp,, or feize ibme fbaggling foe ? 
2,45' Or favoured by the night, approach £0 near>. 

Their fpeech, their coimiels, and defigns to hear? 

If to befiege our navies they prepare. 

Or Troy once more mufl be. the feat of war ? 

This could he learn, and to our peers recite, 
25^ And pa& unharm'd the. dangers of the night \ 

What fame were his thro' all iucceeding days,. 

While Vhothus fhines, or men have tongues to praififc 

What gifts his grateful country would befhiw? 

What muft not Gruct to her deliverer owe ? 
260 A &ble.ewe each leader ihould provide, 

,With eacb aiable lambkin by her ikie; 



lint men tfatt oSer'd diemiHves fatitfy'd their honour, by bdog 
willing to (hare the danger with Diomed , and it was no difgnue 
to be left behind, after they had offer'd to hazard their lives for 
their country. EnftatUns, 

T. :l44. Or fehce fvme firaggUng fief] It is worthy obfervatkii 
with how much caution Nefior opens this defign, smd with bow 
much courage Dimud accepts it. Nepar forms it with co(doe& 
but Diomed embraces it with warmth and refolution. Neftor only 
propoies that Ibme man would approach the enemy and intercepc 
ibme ffa'aggling Trojan^ but Diomed ofiers to penetrate the very 
camp. Neftor was afraid left no one ihould undertake it: Diomed 
overlooks the danger, and prefents himfelf, as willing to march 
H^inft Che whole army of Trey, Enfiathimu 



At 
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At cv'ry rite \i\% fliarc fhould be increas'd. 
And his the forcmoft honours of the fcaft. 

Fear held them mute: Alone, untaught to fcaf,' f 
Tydides ^k c ^ The man you feek, is here. 
Thro* yon* black camps to bend my dangerous way,' 
Some God within commands, and I obey. 
But let fbme other chofen warrior join. 
To raiie nly hopes, and iecond my defiga. 
By mutual confidence, and mutual aid. 
Great deeds are done, and great difcoveries madej; 
The wife new prudence from the wife acquire, 
^d one brave hero fans another's fire. 

Cbntending leaders at the word arofe^ ; 

Each gen*rous breaft with emulation glows : 
So brave a task each Ajax flrove to fhare. 
Bold Mmm flrove, and Nejhr*s valiant heir; 
The Sfarfan wifh'd the fecond place to gain. 
And great Ufyjps wifh'd, nor wifh'd in vain. 
Then thus the King of Men the conteft ends: 
Thou firfl of warriors, and thou beft of friends, 
Undaunted Diomsd! what chief to join 
In this great enterprise, is only thine. 



Juft 
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Juft Be th/ choice, without aflfedlion made, 
280 To birth, or office, no refpea be paid j 

Let worth determine here. The Monarch fpaka. 

And inly trembled for his brother's fike. 
Tien thus (the God-lik^ Blowid rejoin'd) 

My choice deqlares the impulfe of my mind. 
28 J How can I doubt, while great Ulyjfss flands 

To lend his CQunleJs, and affift our hands ? 

A chief, whofe fafcty is Minerva's carej 

So fam*d, fo dreadful, in th< works of war : 

BleA in his condu&, I no aid require, 
290 Wifdom like his might pafs thro* flames of fire. 



I 






It 



V. 180. To birth, or office, no refpeil he paid.'] Ettftathims rettoAs 
that Agamcmnm artfully fteals away his brother from danger i the 
fondnefs he bears to him makes him think him unequal to fo bold 
an enterprize, and prefer his fafety to his glory. He farther addss 
that the Poet intended to condemn that faulty modefty which makes 
one fometimes prefer a nobleman before a peribn of more real 
worth. To be greatly born is an happinefs, but no merit; where- 
as perfonal virtucj (hew a roan worthy of that greatnels to wfaidi 
he is not bom. 

It appeari from hence, how honourable it was of old to go up*- , 
on the(e parties by night, or undertake thofe offices which areiK>w 
only the task of common foWiers. Gidem in the book of Jftd^et 
(as Dacier obferves) g(^s as a Q>y into the camp of MidUrh tbo' 
he was at that time General of the Ifraelites. 

V. 289. "Bleji in his conduct. ] There required fome addrels in 
D'lomed to make his choice without offending the Graian Prin- 
CM i each of them might think it an indignity to be refus'd 
fiich a place of honour. Diomed therefore chufes UlyJJes itot 

becauic 
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? It fits thee not, before thefc chiefs of feme, 
(RcplyM the iage) to praiic me, or to blame : 
Ptaife-from a friend, or ccnfure from a foe. 
Arc lofl on hearers that our merits know. 

9 y But let us iMftc— .Night rolls the hours away. 
The red'ning Orient (hews the coming day. 



becaufe he is braver than the reft, but becaufe he is wifer. This 
pfcrt of his charaSer was allowM by all the leaders of the army ; 
and none of them thought it a difparagement to themfelves as 
they were men of valour, to fee the firft place given to UiyJJes in 
point of wifdom. No doubt but the Poet by caufing Diomed to 
iriake this choice, intended to infinuate that v^tour ought always to 
be temper'd with wilHom i to the end that what is defign*d with 
prudence, may be executed with refolution. E^athim, 

V. 291. It jits thee not topraife me, or to blame ^ The mode% of 
^fyJT^s in this pafl&ge is very remarkable j tho* undoubtedly he de- 
fcved to be praifed* yet he interrupts Diomed nther than he would 
be a hearer of his own commendation. What Diomed fpoke in 
praife of Uiy£es, was utter'd to jufHfy his choice of him to the 
leaders of the army ^ otherwife the praife he had given himj would 
have been no better than flattery. EttfiatUm. 

' ▼• ^9T» Ni^ht rolls the horns away 9 

The fiars fh'ne fainter on th* atherial plains. 
And of Night's empire Imt a third remains,'] 

It has been objefted that Ufyfjfes is guilty of a threefold ttutotogy, 
when every word he uttcrM (hews the neceflity of being concife : 
If the night was nigh (pent, there was the lefs time to lole in tau- 
tologies. But this is (b far from being a fault, that it is a beauty : 
Ufyffes dwells upon the (hortnefs of the time before the day ap- 
pears, in order to urge Diomed to . the greater (peed in profecucing 
the defign. Ettfiathitts, 
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The fhrs (hinc fainter on th* arthcrial plains. 
And of night's empire but a third remains. 
Thus having fpoke, with gen*rous ardour prcf^' 
300 In arms terrific their huge limbs they' dreft. 
A two-cdg*d faulchion Jhrafymed the brave. 
And ample buckler, to Tydides gave : 
Then in a leathern helm he cas'd his head. 
Short of its creft, and with no plume o'cr§)rca^; 

<Suck 



y» ^98. !Bi»/ a third remains,'] One ought to take notice with 
how much exafbieis Homer proportions his incidents to the time 
of t£lion : Thefe two books take up no more than the compali 
of one night j and this defign couW not have been executed in any 
other part of it. The Poet had beforttold us, that all the plain 
was enlightned by the firc^of Tr»y, jmd confequently no fpy couli 
pafs over 10 their camp, till they were almoft funk and iextio- 
guilh'd, which <x>u]d not be till near the morning. 

'Tis obiervable that the Poet divides the night into three parts* 
horn whence we may gather, chat the Gredam had three watchei 
•during the night: The firft and fecond of which were over, when 
•Diomed and Ulyjfu fet out to enter the enemy's camp. EM/iathtms* 

v. 301. ^ twf-edg'd famlchion Thralymed the hrave, &c.] It is a 
very impertinent remark of Scaliger, that Dicmed Ihould not have 
gone from his tent without a fword. The expedition he novr 
goes upon could not be fbrefeen by him at the time he role : He 
was awak'd of a fudden, and lent in haile to call fome of the 
Princes : fiefides, he went but to council, and even then carry'd his 
/pear with him, as Homer had already informed us. I think if one 
were to ihidy the art of cavilling, there would be more occafioa 
to blame Virgil for what Scaliger praifes him, giving a fword to 
Eftryalmsi when he had one before. c/£if. 9. v. 303. 

V. 303. Then in a leathern helm,] It may not be improper CO 
•bferye how conformably eg the defign, (he Poet arms theft 
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' (Such as by youths unus'd to arms, are worn j 
No fpoils enrich it, and no fhids adorn.) 
Next him Ufyjfes took a (hinlng fword, 
A bow and quiver, with bright arrows flor'd: 
A well-prov'd caique with leather braces bound 

) (Thy gift, Meriimes) his temples aown'd : 
Soft wool within i without, in order fpread, 
A boar's white teeth grinn'd horrid o'er his head. 
This from Jbnyntor^ rich Ormittu^ fbn, 
AMoijicfms by Braudful rapine won, 

An«' 



two heroes : Ulyjfes hu a bow and arrows> that he might be able 
to wound the enemy at a diAance, and £0 retard his flight till lie 
could overtake him ; and for fear of a difcovery. Dimmed n arm'd 
with an helmet of leather* that the glittering of it might^not be- 
tray him. EHftathins, 

There is fome refemblance in this whole dory to that of Nifns- 
and Enryalns in Virgil : and as the heroes are here fuccefsfuU and.- 
in Virgil usfQrtunace> it was perhaps as great an infiance of P'if- 
^1*8 judgment to defcrlbe the unhappy youth in a glittering hel- 
met* which occafion'd his difbovery* as it was in Homer to arni 
his fucceGful one in the contrary manner. 

V. 309. ji weU-frov'd cafyme^ Mr. 'Barnes has a pretty remarlc 
on this place* that it wu probably from this defcription* v?;!^ 
tififUt that the ancient FaiacAs and tragic Poets conibntly lepre- 
fenced Vlyffes with the PiUus on his head ', but this particular! cj 
could not be preTenr'd with my grace in the cranflation. 

V. 313. This from Amyntor, &&] The fucceflion of this hel- 
met defceodiag from ooe hero to another* i# Uninced by Virgil U 
|b0 An7 of ^I»^ and Mmyakt^ 

VQh.JJL £ fffTh 
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31 J' And gave Amphidamas-y from him tte prize 

Molus fcceiv'd, the pledge of fbdal tics 5 
The helmet next by Merm was poflcfs'd. 
And now Uljjfei thoughtful temples prefc*d. 
Thus flieath*d in arms, the council they fbriake, 
32-0 And dark thro' paths oblique their progrefs take. . 
Juft then, in fign (he favoured their intent, 
A long-wing'd heron great Minerva fent; 
This, tho' furrounding (hades obfcur'd their view, 
B/ the fhrill clang and whirling wings, they knew. 

3 2 J' As from the right (he fbarM, Ulyffes pray'd, 

Hail*d the glad omen, and addrefs'd the maid. 

O daugh- 

Eitryaltts phaieras Rhanmetisj ^ 43srea hulUs 
Ciugnlai Tibnrti Remnlo ditijjimns oHm 
^d ntittit dona, hofiitio citmjttn^cret ahfinn 
C adieus i ille ftto moriens dat habere nepcti: 
Foji mortem bello Rtttttli piinaqne potiti. 

It was anciently a cuflom to make thefe military prefents to brave 
adventurers. Sojotutthati in the lirft book of S'amnely fiript Ihw 
fiif 9f the robe that vras upon him, artd gave it to David j and his 
^armerits, even to his fwcrdi and his borpy and his girdle, <Ai. 1 8.^.4. 
V. 32<5. Ulyfles — HaWd the glad omen,'] This paflage fufiicient- 
ly jiillifies Diamed for his choice of Utyjfes : Diumed, who was 
moft renown'd for valour, might liave given a wrong interprcca- 
tion to this omen, and fo have been diicourag'd from proceeding 
in the attempt. For tho* it really %nify*d, that as the bird was 
not feen, but only heard by the found of its wings, fb they fhould 
noc be difcovefd by the Trojans^ but perform aftions which all 
Troy fliould hear with furrow i yet on the other hand it might im- 
ply, thai as they difcovened the bird by the noire of its wings, (o 

they 
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O daughter of that God, whole arm can wield 
Th* avenging bolt, and (hake the dreadfiil (hicld ! 
Othou! for ever prefent in my way, 

> Who, all my motions, all my toils furvey ! 
Safe may we pafs beneath the gloomy (hade. 
Safe by thy fuccour to our (hips convey 'd.> 
And let fbme deed this lignal night adorn. 
To claim the tears of Trojaw yet unborn. 

" Then godlike Diomed preferred his pray'r : 
Daughter of yove, unconquer'd Tallas ! hear. 
Great Queen of arms, whofe favour Tydetts won, 
As thou defcnd*ft the fire, defend the fon. 
When on Mfopus' banks the banded pow'is 

> Of Greece he left, and ibught the iMan tow'rsi 
Peace was his charges received with peaceful (how. 
He went a legate, but retum'd a foe: 

Then helpM by thee, and cover'd by thy fhield. 
He fought with numbers, and made numbers yield. 
'So now be prefent. Oh celeftial maid! 
So ftill continue to the race thine aid ! 

they (hould be betrayM by the nolle they (hovld make in the TVo- 
jan army. The reaibn why Pallas does not fend the bird that is 
iacred to her(elf> but the heron> is becauie it is a bird of prey, 
and denoted thac they Ihould ipoU the TVtjans, EMflatkms* 
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/ 

t 

A youthful fleer ihall fall beoeath tlie fh-oke, 
Untam'd, uncoafcious of the galling yoke. 
With ample forehead, and with fpreading horns, 

3^0 Whofc taper tops refulgent gold adorns. 

The Heroes pray*d, and TaUtu from the skies, 
Accords their vow, fucceeds their enterprise. 
Now, like two lions panting for the prey. 
With dreadful thoughts they trace the dreary way, 

35*5* Thro* the black horrors of th* en^guin'd plain. 

Thro* duil, thro' blood, o'er arms, and hills of flaia. 

Nor lefs bold Bt^, and the fbns of 7h^, 

On high deiigns the wakeful hours employ i 

Th*af- 

V. 35*^ Tkre dmfi» tkr</ Uood, &c] Xatophm (fays Eufiatkim) 
lias imitaced this paflige ■, buc what the poet gives us in one lioei 
the hiilorian protra6bs into leveral fenteoces. *£»W A' i^%it9iifm- 
Xty v(Kfii9 itttft ''»•' /«' >»' «r^«7r wt^vf^'mf^ &c. « Wjpen the 
« battel was overt one might behold thro* the whole extent of thefielit 
*' the ground d/d rtd tnih. bMs . th4 bodies ^ friends 4ffd enemies 
" Jirsteh'd over each other, the Jhields fierc'di the fpears broken, and 
•< the drawn fwords» fime fiatter^d on the earthy fime flm^d in tht 
<< bodies of the Jlaint and fime yet graffd in the hands of the jdr 
*« diers. 

V. 3^7. l^ar lefs bold UcBoit^&tJy It it. die remark of Et^a- 
thiuSi that Homer fends out the Trojan fpy in this place in a veiy 
'4ii&rent manner from the Grecian, ones before. Having been ve- 
xy particular in dolcrihii^ the counfel of the Greeks, he avoidi 
lixing thfi rc^er h^e. wiji> p^ra)kl circanoftapces, and pafles it ifl 
reneral tecnfr In thi? firi^> a wi^ old man jpropofes the adven- 
ture widi an air of dcfcrenct ; in the (econdi a brave young nttn 
with an air of authority- The one promife^ a iinall gift, but ve- 
ry honourable and certain ; the other a great one, but uncertain 
ff^i/fy iK»curable, bec9ui« 'cii^iMO u a reward, So that Dw- 
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Th' aflcmblcd peers their lofty chief indos'd 3 
Who thus the couaftls of his breaft proposed. 

What glorious man, for high attempts prepared. 
Dares greatly venture for a rich reward? 
Of yonder fleet a bold diicov'ry make. 
What watch they keep, and what refblves they take ? 
If now flibdu'd they meditate their flight. 
And fpent with toil negledl the watch of night? 
His be the chariot that fhalJ pleafe him mojfe. 
Of all the plunder of the vanquifh'd hoft; 
His the fait fteeds that aH the reft excel, 
Afld his the glory to have lerv*d fb wdt. 

A youth there was among the tribes of iDty.^ 
lydm hti nailie> Emftedes' billy Boy. 

med and Ufyjfes are infpired with die love of glory> Dolon is pof- 
fefs*d with a thiTft of faitti thty f>rt)ewd with Ji Idgfc Ifid'dtcum- 
fpe£l valour> he with raHinefs and vanity -, they go in conjunfli*: 
<m, he alone ; diey crofs die fieldi out of tht road> he fblloWs thb 
common track. In all there is a contrafte that is ikllmrtihle, and 
* moral diat ftrikes every reader at firft fight. . 

V. 372, Doipn his name,"] 'Tisfcarce to be conceived with what 
toncifenefs the poet has here givtn us the name, th6 fortunes, th# 
pedigree, the office, the (hape, ihcf fwiftneft of Duibn. He feem* 
to have been eminent for nothing fo much as for his Wealth, the' 
undoubtedly he was by place one of the firft tank in TVey : Hedhr 
fummons him ^ to this aflembly amongft the chieft of TVoy, nor 
was he unknown to the Greekst for i)ibmed immediatdy ajfter he 
had leiz'd him, calls him by. his name. Perhaps being an herald, 
he had fre<^ndy pafiM between the armiei ia the e^^dcution of 
hiJE oosce* 

£ 3 The 
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(Five girls bclidc the rcv'rend herald told) 

Rich "was the ion in brafs, and rich in gold s 

375* Not blcft by nature with the charms of face, / 

But fwift of foot, and matchlefs in the r«ce. 

HtSiQir ! (he faid) my courage bids me meet 

This high atchievement, and esrplore the fleet: 

Bnt firft exalt thy fceptre to the skies, 

sSo And fwear to grant me the demanded prize i 

TV im- 



The ancients obferT'd upon tfiii place* that it was tiie officf 
of Dolen which made him ofier himfelf to Htffor, The facred 
charafter gave him hopes that they would not violate his peribo* 
Ihould he happen to be taken ', and his riches he knew were (iif* 
|k:ient to purchafe his liberty i belides all which 'advant«ge»> he 
had hopes from his fwiftnels to efcape'any purfuers.^ Emfiatlum^ 

y. gj/* Not hleft iy nature mtb tht charms offate^ The ori£;i- 
aalis. 

Which fome andent criticks thought to include a concnidi&i(m> 
becaufe the man who is ill-Ihap'd can hardly be fwift in runniogi 
taking the word %7^^ as apply'd in general to the air of the whdc 
|»erfbn. But uirijiotte acquaints us that word was as proper in re- 
gard to the face only^ and that it was iifual with the Cretans to 
call a man with a handfame face, tyttHe* So that Do/m might 
want a good fiM:e, and yet be well-jQiap'd enough to make an ex- 
cellent racer. Poet. c. z6, 

V. 380. Swear to grant mti &c,] It is ^videntifrom this whole 
narration^ that Dolm was a man of do worth or courage ; his co- 
vetoufiiefs feems to be the fole motive of his undertaking this ex- 
pfoit : and whereas Diemed neither defir'd any reward, nor when 
promis'd re^ir'd any afiiirance of it; Dtlm demands an oadi, and 

wiH 
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Th' immortal courfers, and the glitt'ring car. 
That bear 'BtJiics thro* the ranks of war. 
Encourag'd thus, no idle fcout I go, 
Fulfil thy wifli, their whole intention know, 
Ev'n to the royal tent purfue my way. 
And all their counfels, all their aims betray. 

The chief then hcav'd the golden fceptre high, 
Attcfting thus the monarch of the sky. 

Will not tnift the promife of HeQw j he every wh^re difcovers a 
Ufe fpirit, and by the fcquel it will appear, that this vain hoader 
inftcad of difcovering the army of the enemy, becomes a traytor 
to his own. Evftathius, 

v. 381. Tb* immortal courferf, and the glitt*ring car."] Heffor in 
Ac foregoing (peech promifes the beft horfes in the Grecian army, 
as a reward to any one who would undertake what he proposed. 
Dofm immediately demands thofe of Achillesi and confines the ge* 
neral promife of Hedoir to the particular hor(es of that brave hero. 

There ii$ ibmething very extraordinary in Htfftr's taking a fo- 
lemn oath, that he will give the chariots and ^teds of jichilles to 
Dohn, The andents (Czys Enfiathins) knew not whofe vanity 
moft to wonder at, that of Dolon or He^cr ; the one for demand- 
ing this, or the other for promifing it, Tho* we may take no- 
tice, that Virgil lik*d this extravagance Co well as to imitate it, 
where Afcamns (without being asked) promifes the horfes and aj- 
mour of Titrmtt go A7/itf3 on his undertaking a like enterpriz/e. 

Vid'fliy tpt9 Titrma e^, ijmhns that in armisi 
jinrem ; ipfmn ilium, clypenm criJJafque rnhentts 
Excipam fortiy jam nunc tua pramiaa Nife. 

Unleft one fliould think the rafhnefs of fuch a promife better a- 
greed with the ardour of this youthful prince, than with the cha- 
ra£kcr of an experienced warrior like He£ior. 

E 4 Be 
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Be witncfs thou ! imtnortal Lord of all ! 

390 Whofe thunder (hakes the dark aerial hall : 
B7 none but Bdm (hall this prize be bom, 
And him abne th' immortal fteeds adorn. ^ 
Thus HtSlcir fwore: the Gods were call'd in vaitti 
- But the rafli youth prepares to fbour the plain: 

395* A-aofs his back the bended bow he flung, 
A wolPs grey hide around his fhoulders hui^$ 
A ferret's downy fur his helmet lin'd. 
And in his hand a pointed jav'lin fliin'd. 
Then (never to return) he^ibught the ihorc, 

'400 And trod the path his feet muA tread no more. 
Scarce had he pafs'd the fteeds and TJrQjm thron|^ 
(Still bendipg forward as he cours*d along) 
When, on the hollow way, th' approaching tread 
Vhfffes mark'd, and thus to Dkmed, 

40f O Friend ! I hear ibme ftep of hoftile feet. 
Moving this way, or haft'ning to the fleet} 
6ome fpy perhaps, to lurk beiide the maini 
Or nightly pillager that ifa-ips the flain. 
Yet let him pafs, and win a little ipace ; 

410 Then rufh behind him, and prevent his pace. 
But if too fwift of foot he Bits before, 
Con&ie his courfe along the fleet and fhore. 

Betwixt 
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Betwixt the camp and him our ipears emptey. 
And intercept his hop'd return to lyoy, 

i ^ With that they ftep'd afide, and il:oop'd their head, 
(As t^olm {>afs*d) behind a heap of dead : ' • 

Along the path the f|>y Uftwaty ftew!',- 
Sohy ^t juft diftance, both the chieft purfuc. ^ 
So diftant they, and fuch the fpace between, 

20 As when two teams of mules divide the green, 

(Tc 

▼.419. — ^-i*— J'wcA the f^ate httmeoh As vrikfn tm U£m$ rf 
>«M/(fx,&c.] I wonder EufiathiHs takes no notice of the manner 
of ploughing Tiled by the ancients, which is defcrib*d in thefe 
verfes* and df which we have the bell account from Dader, She - 
is nor iadsfied with the explanation given by Didynmsy that ffo- 
mtr nieaflt die. (pace which mules by their fwifmels gdn upon 
oxen that plow in the &me field. " The Grecians (fays (he) did 
«* not plow in the manner now in ule. They firft broke up the 
« groond widi oxeiii and then plow'd it more lightly with mules. 
*< When Aey employed two ^oW? in a field, they mecliired the 
•« fpace they could plow in a day, and fet their plows at the two 
*( ends of diat fpace, and thole ^lows proceeded toward eadi otheh 
<* This intermediate (pace was conftandy fix'd, but lefs in propor- 
«* tion for two plows of oxen than for two of mules ; beciufi? 
•* ojcen are flor^er, and toil more in a field that has not been ytt 
« tum'd up, whereas mules are naturally fwifter, and make greater 
« fpeed in a ground that has abready had the firft plowing. I there- 
" fore believe that what Hotner calls tin^f*, is the fpace left by the 
<* Husbandmen between two plows of- muks which till' the ^me 
•' field: afld as this (pace was fo much the greater in a field already 
•• plow'd by oxen, he adds what he lays of mule?, that they are 
« fwifttT aind fitter to give the fecond plowing than oxen, and 
« therefore diftinguifhes the field fo ptowed by die epithet of 
** deepi riwro Mf/«r* for that fpace was certain, of fo many 
^< ftoces or pcfcheS) and always larger than in a field as yet 

E ^ y nniiU'A 
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(To whom the hind like (hares of land allows) 
When now few furrows part th* approaching ploughs. 
Now Ddm lifl'ning heard them as they paft; 
HeSior (he thought) had fent, and check'd his hafle, 

^2 J* Till fcarce at diftance of a Jav'lin's throw. 
No voice fiicceeding, he pcrceiv'd the foe. "^ 
As when two skilful hounds the lev*ret windc. 
Or chafe thro' woods obfcure the trembling hindcj 
^Now loft, now feen, they intercept his way, 

^jO And from the herd flill turn the flying prey : 
So ^, and with fiich fears the Tmjan flew$ 
.So dofe, £q conftant, the bold Gmks purfue. 
Now almoft on the fleet the daftard falls. 
And mingles with .the guards that watch the walls> 



- .«< tmuITd, which being heavier and more difficult, required the 

,*« interval to be ib much the lefs between two plows of oxen> be- 
*( cauie they could not. difpatch fo much work. Hvner could doc 
« have ferv'd himfeif of a yiStsr comparifon for a thing that 

K pa&d in the fields s at the fiime time he Hiews his experience 
<* in the art of agriculture, and gives his verfes a moft agreeable 
^< ornament, as iadeed all the images drawn from this art are pe« 

.*( culiarly entertaining. 

This manner of meaHiring a fpage of groim^ by a comparifon 

•from plowing, feems to have been cuilomary in thofe times, from 
that pa^e in the firfl book of Sam$uli ch. 14. v. 14, jind thefirfi 

JloMghttr which Jonathan and his amumr-bearer madcy was about 
twenty mena within as it were half afmrtw of ^tn 4cre of lauda whith 

^ y9ke vf Qxen might flow. 

When 
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3 f When brave Tydides flopp'd^ a gen*rous thought 
(Infpir'd by Valhs) in his bofbm wrought. 
Left on the foe fome forward Greek advance. 
And fhatch the glory from his lifted lance. 
Tlienthus aloud: Whoe'er thou art, remains 

40 This jav'iift elfc fhall fix thee to the plain. 
He iaid, and high in air the weapon caft. 
Which wilful err'd, and o'er his fhoulder paft ; 
Then fix'd in earth. Againft the trembling wood 
The wretch flood propped, and quiver'd as he flood » 

4 f A fudden palfy feiz'd his turning head ,• 
His loofe teeth chatter'd, and his colour fled : 
The panting warriors feize him as he fhnds. 
And with unmanly tears his life demands. 
O fpare my youth, and for the breath I owe, 

f O Large gifts of price my father fhall beftow : 
Vaft heaps of brafs fhall in your fhips be told. 
And fted well-temper*d, and refulgent gold. 

V. 444. ^her*d as hejioodi &c.] The poet here gives us a verj 
lively pi£ture of a perfbn in the tttmoft agonies of fear : DoknU 
fwifcnefs forfakes him> and he ftands (hackled by his cowardice 
The very words exprefs the thing he dcfcribes by the broken turr 
of the Greek verfes. And fbmething like it is aimed at in th< 



-0 i^* af ?rK, rdf&nrtf « 
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< 

To whom XJ^Jfes made this wife reply 5 
Whoe'er thou art, be bold, nor fear to die. 
J J' J* What moves thee, fiy, when fleep has clos'd the &^, 
To roam the filent fields in dead of night ? 
Cam'A thou the fecrets of our camp to find, 
'By HeHar prompted, or thjr daring mind? 
. Or art fbme wretch by hopes of plunder led 
f6o Thro' heaps of carnage, to defpoil the dead ? 
Then thus pale Dobn with a fearful look, 
(Still as he ipoke, his limbs with horror Aiook) 
Hither I came^ by He^*s words deceived i 
Much did he promife, rafhly I believ'd : 
\6f No ]e£s a bribe than great jichilUs* car. 

And thoie fwift ^ecdi that fweep the ranks of vtair,. 
XJrg'd me, unwilling* this attempt to m^ce; 
To learn what counicis, what re/blves you take : 

T. 454. 3f Mdi nor futr to dte,"] 'TU ohfervable what caudoa 
the poet here ules in reference to Dolon : UiyJJes docs not inake 
^4Qi any promiies of lifea but only bids him very artfully not to 
think of dying: fo that when Viamed kills him> he was not guilty 
of a breach of promi(e> and the fpy was deceived rather by the 
art and fubtlety of UfyJ/ist than by his faUhood. Dohn's under^ 
landing feems entirely to be difhirb'd by his fetrs -, he was fo cau> 
tious as not to believe a ^iend jufi before without an oath, but 
here he trufts an enemy without {o much as a promile. Etfio' 

V* 467. Urg'd me, mwi/Z'/^J Ti« «b(ervable that the coward i(e 
of Dolm here betrays him into a falOiood : tho' Mmjfathims is of 
opinion that the wcurd in the wigioal flieaai iHo more than comrary 

2 If 
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Jf now fubdu'd, you fix your hopes on flight, 
1^ And tir'd with toils, negledt the watch of night ? 
Bold was thy aim, and glorious was the prize, 

(pfyff€St with a fcornful fmile, replies) 

Far other rulers thofe proud fteeds demand. 

And icom the guidance of a vulgar hand ,• 
T S ^y'^ great Jichilles fcarce their rage can tame, 

Achilks fprung jBrom an immortal dame. 

But fiy, be faithful, and the truth recite ! 

Where lies encamp'd the Trojan chief to night ? 

Where fhnds his coiu-fcrs ? in what quarter fleep 
80 Their other princes ? tell what watch they keep ? 

Say, fincc this conquefl:, what their counfels are? 

Gr here to combat, from their city far. 

Or back to lUon^s walls transfer the war ? 
XjV^ffu thus, and thus Btsmides* ion : 
8^ What "DoIm knows, his faithful tongue fhall own. 

HeShTy the peers aflemhling in his tent, 

A council holdis at Jim* monument. 



Y. 478. Where Ses encamp'd,"] The night was now rerj hr ad- 
Tanc'd} the morning approach'd, and the two heroes had their 
whc^e defign ftill to execute : UlyJJes therefore complies with the 
neceffity of the time* and makes his queftions rery (hort, the' at 
the fame rtme very fiiD. In the like ftnmner when Utyjfis comes 
to rr.ew Dkfned the chariot of Rhejksi he ufes a fuddffO tranfitioa 
wichov^the ufual form of (peaking. 



N^ 
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No certain guards the nightly watch partake j 
Where-c*cr yon' fires afcend, the Trojans wake ^ 

490 Anxious forlJwy, the guard the natives keep? 
Safe in their cares, th' auxiliar forces fleep, 
Whofe wives and inftnts, from the danger far, 
Difchargc their fouls of half the fear of war. 
Then fleep thoie aids among the Trojm train, 

49f (Enquired the chief) or foatterM o'er the plain ?^ 

To whom the ipy: Their pow'rs they thus di^ie: 
The V^nsy dreadful with their bended bows. 
The Carhns, Catuonsy the Telafgian hoft. 
And Leieges encamp along the coad. 

5-00 Not diftant far, lie higher on the land 
The tyclan, Idyfumy and MAoman l^d, 



T. 4S8. No certatn ffiards^ Homer to give an air of probabUity 
to this narration, lets us underftand that the Trojan camp might 
eafily be entered without difoovery, becaufe there were noceotinels 
to guard it. This might happen partly thro' the fecurity which 
their late fuccefs had thrown them into, and partly thro* the it- 
tigues of the former day. Befides which, Homer gives us another 
very natural reafbn, the negligence of the auxiliar forces, who be- 
ing foreigners, had nothing to lofe by the fall of Troy. 

V. 489. Where-e'er yon' fires afcendJ] This is not co be under- 
/lood of thofes fires which He^or commanded to be kindled at the 
heginning of thiff-night, but only of the houfliold fires of the Tror- 
jansy diflinft from the auxiliars. The expreffion in the original 
ijb^pmewhat remarkable ; but implies thofe people that were na- 
tives of Troy ; wUt and ifxif^ wvf$t fignifying the fame thing. 
So that Xtlne t^fit* and %*fx«ffU *\U9 mean to have houfes or 
tearths in Troy, E»Jiathi«s, 

And 
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And Phrygidi hwfe, b7 Tfjymbni' ancient wallj 
The Thracians utmoft, and a-part from all. 
Thefe Trey but lately to her fliccour won, 

^5 Led on by Bhefus, great Eioneus* fbn : 
I faw his courfers in proud triumph go. 
Swift as the wind, and white as wintcr-fhow : 
Rich filver plates his Ihining car infold j 
His fblid arms, refulgent, flame with gold j 

to ^jfo mortal fhoulders fuit the glorious load, 
Cclcftial Famfyy to grace a God! 
Let mc, imhappy, to your fleet be bom. 
Or leave me here, a captive's fate to moura. 
In cruel chains ^ till your return reveal 

I f The tmth or fallhood of the news I tell. 
To this Tydidesy with a gloomy frown : 
Think not to live, tho* all the truth be fliown: 
ShaU wc diftoifs thee, in fbme friture llrifc 
To risk more bravely thy now forfeit life? ^ 

iO Or that again our camps thou may'ft explore ? 
No»««once a traytor, thou betray'ft no more. 

Sternly he ipokc, and as the wretch prepar'd 
With humble blandiihment toflrokchis beard. 



Like 
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Like light'ning fwift the wrathful fauldliOtt fltfNv, 

^2f l^ivides the neck, and cuts the nerves in two; 
One inftant fhatch*d his trembling foul to hell. 
The head, yet ipcaking, mutter'd as it fell. 
The furry helmet from his brow they fear. 
The woiPs grey hidei th* unbended bow and fpearj 

^30 Thefe great Ulyjfes lifting to the skies. 
To fav'ring Tallas dedicates the prize. 

Great Queen of arms ! reccire this hoftilc fpoil. 
And let the Thracian fteeds reward our toil: 
Thee firft of all the heav*nly ho^ We praife j 

j'3j' O fpeed our labours, and direct our ways! 

This (aid, the fpoiis with dropping gore d^c'd# 
High on a fpreading^ tamarisk he Jplac'd j 
Then heap'd with reeds and gathered bows the plain> 
To guide their footfteps to the place again. 

5*40 Thro' the Aiil night they crofs the devious fields* 
Slipp'ry with blood, o'er arms and heaps of fhiclds. 
Arriving where the Thracian fijuadrons lay. 
And eas'd in fleep the labours of the day, 

▼. yaj*. Divides the »«*.] It may feem a piece of barbarity in 
Diomed to kill Dolm thus» in th« very 2St of (uj^licatiiig for mer- 
cy. Enfiathius anfwers, that it was very neceflary that it fliould 
be (bj for fear, if he had defer'd his death* he might have 
cryMout to the Trojans? who hearing his voice* would have been 
iipoo their guard. 

RangM 
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Rang'd in three lines they view the proftratc band: 

rThe horfes yok'd beiide each warrior fhind^ 

Their arms in order on the ground recHn*d, 

Thro' the brown fhade the fiilgid weapons Ihin'dj 

Amidft, hyBhefuSi flretch'd in fleep profouhd. 

And the -white deeds behind his chariot bound. 

^The welcome fight XJlyJfes firft dcfcries. 

And points to Diomed the tempting prize. 

The man, the couriers, and the car behold ! 

Defcrib*d by Dokfh with the^ arms of gold. 

Now, brave Tydides ! now thy courage try, 
r Approach the chariot, and the (leeds untyes 
Or if thy foul alpire to fiercer deeds. 

Urge thou the flaughter, while I feize the (tee45. 

TalUs (this iaid) her hero's bofbm warmsi 

Breath'd in his heart, and ifaing his nervous arms ^ 

^ Where-c'er he pafs'd, a purple dream purfii'd j 
His thirfty faulchion, ht with hoftile blood, 
Bath'd all his ibotfteps, df6. the hdds with gore. 
And a low groan rcmurmur'd thro' the fhore. 
So the grim lion, horn his nightly den, 

r O'erlcaps the fences, and invades the pen ; 
On ihccp or goats, refifUcfs in his way. 
He M$» and foaming rends the guardlefs prey. 
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Nor ftopp*d the fury of his vengeful hand. 
Till twelve lay breathlefs of the Jhraclan band. 

5*70 ^fyP^ following, as his Partner flew. 

Back by the foot each flaughter'd warrior drew i 
The milk-white courfers fhidious to convey 
Safe to the (hips, he wifely clcir'd the way i 
Left the fierce fteeds, not yet to battels bred, 

^^^ Should fbrt, and tremble at the heaps of dead. 

Now twelve difpatch*d, the monarch laft they found i 
Tydldis* faulchlon fix'd him to the ground. 
Juft then a deathfiil dream Minerva fent $ 
A warlike form appear'd before his tent, 

^o^Whofe vifionary ftcel his bofom tore: 

So dream'd the mmiarch, and awak'd no more.' 

Ufyjfes now the fnowy fteeds detains. 
And leads them^ faften*d by the filver reins,- 
Thefe, with his bow unbent, he lalh*d along j 

j8y (The fcourge forgot, on Bhefus chariot hung.) 

V. 5'78. Jttfl then a deathful dream Minerva /wf.] All the dr- 
aimftanccs of this aflioii} the night, Rhefus buried in a profound 
deep, and Dlomed with the fword in his hand hanging over die 
head of that prince> furnifli'd Homer with the idea of this fi^oii} 
which reprefents Rbefns dying faft afleep, and as it were behold- 
ing his enemy in a dream plunging a fword into his bolbm. This 
image is very natural, for a man in this condition awakes no far- 
ther than to lee confufedly what environs him, and to chink it 
Slot a reality} but a vifion. Ettftathms, Dader, 

Then 
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Then gave his friend the /ignal to retire j 
But him, new dangers, new atchievements fire : 
Doubtful hjB flood, or with \!^s reeking blade 
To fend more heroes to th* infernal fhade, 

> I>ag off the car where Bhefus armour lay. 
Or heave with manly force, and lift away. 
While unreiblv*d the fbn of T^dms /lands, 
VuUdi appears, and thus her chief commands. 
Enough, my ion, from farther daughter oejife> 

C Regard thy ^ety, and depart in peaces 
Hafte to the fhips, the gotten ipoils enjoy, . 
Nor tempt too far the hoflile Gods of Troy. 

The voice divine confefs'd the martial maid; 
In hafle he mounted, and her word obey'd 5 

5 The courfcrs fly before XJlyJfes" bow. 
Swift as the wind, and white as winter-j(how. 

Not unobferv'd they pafs'd : the God of light 
Had watch'd his 2)iy, and mark'd Mmerva^s flight. 
Saw Tydtus* fon with heav'niy fuccour blcft, 

J* And vengeful anger filPd his faaed breafl. 
Swift to the ThjM camp dit£cQndiS the pow'r. 
And wakes Hippocoon in the morning-hour, 

V. 607. And vakes Hippocoon.] jfpoUo's waking the Trojans 
is only an allegory to imply chat the light of die moniing awaken'd 
them* E^athims, k 

(On 
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(On Bhefui* iidc accuftom'd to attend, 

A faithful kinfman, and inftruftive friend.) 

6lO He rofe, and faw the field defbrtti'd With bloody 
An empty ipace where late the courfars Aood, 
The yet- warm Thradam panting on the coafls - 
For each he wept, but for his Khefus moft : 
Now while on tshjus* name he calls in vain, 

6if The gathering tumult Spreads o'er all the plain j 
On heaps the THjam rufti, with wild aflright. 
And wondering view the flaughters of the liight. 

Mean while the chiefs, arriving at the (hade 
Where late the fpoils of HeUc^^s fj)y were laid, 

6ioXlfyffes ftoppMi to him Tydid^ bore 

The trophy, dropping yet with T>dm*^ gofd : , 

yhcn mounts again,- again their nimble feet' 

The couriers ply, and thunder tow'rds the fleet. 

Old Neflor firft perceived th* approaching found> 

62 J* Beipeaking thus the Grecian peers around. 

Methinks 



V, 624. Old Neftor firjl pereeit^d, &c.] It may widi an appeir- 
ance of reafon be ask'da whence it could be that Nejiorj whole 
fenfe of hearing might be fupposM to be impaired by his great 
age, fhould be the firit perfon among Co many youthful warriors 
who hears the tread of the horie's feet at a diftance ? EitfiathiMS 
anfwersa that Nejlor had a particular concern for the fafety of U;«- 
med and UlyJJhs on this occafion^as he was the perfon who, bypio- 
pgGpg the undertaking? had expofcd them to a vefy fignal dabger: 

and 
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Methinks the noife of tramp'Ung flecds I hear 
Thick 'ning this way, and gathering on my ears 
Perhaps ibme horics of the J}roym breed ~ 
(5o may, yc Gods ! vckj pious hopes fuccced) 

30 The great TySJki and UlyJ^s bear. 

Return^ triumphant with this prize of war. 
Yet much.I fear (ah may that fear be vain) 
The chiefs out-number'd by the 'Rojan train ; 
Perhaps, ev'n now purfu'd, they fc^k the fhore; 

Jjj Or oh! perhaps thofc heroes are no more. 

Scarce had he i5>ok^ when b! the chiefs appear. 
And fpring to earth 5 the GrtAs difmiis their fear : 
With words of friendlhip and extended bands 
They greet the Kings; and Z^or firfl: demands: 

5do S^y thou, wboie ptaifes all our hoil proclaim. 
Thou living ^ory of the Gfictm name ! 
Say whence thefe couriers ? by what chance beftow'd. 
The ippil of foes, or prefent of a God? 
Not thofe fair flccds £0 radiant and fb gay, 

L^fThat draw the burning chariot of the day, 

ap4 coii(e^€»dy hx^ cxtttprAoary care for their prefervatipn, djd 
more tt^ fupply the dif^dvaotagc of hU age. This ag,^s very 
well TjfUh.wlit immediately follows -, for the old map breaks que 
inia a cfswlporcat the fight of them* and in a wild Ibrt of joy a^jks 
Sbroe ^eflioos, which could nqt have proceeded froja. him, but 
while he wa( uader tb^t happy &r|>rize. Mufiathhu, 

Old 
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Old as I am, to age I fcorn to yield. 

And daily mingle in the martial fields 

But (lire till now no courfers fbruck my fight 

Like thefe, confpicuous thro* the ranks of fight. 

65*0 Some God, I deem, conferred the glorious prize, 
Bleft as ye are, and fav'rites of the skies \ 
The care of him who bids the thunder roar, 

*A^ And *Tier, whofe fury bathes the world with gore. 
Father ! not fb, (fage Ithacus rejoined) 

65*5' The gifts of heav*n are of a nobler kind. 
Of Thrman lineage are the fteeds ye view, 
Whofe hofHle king the brave Tydides flew ,• 
keeping he dy*d, with all his guards around. 
And twelve befid^ lay gafping on the ground. 

660 Thefe other ipoils from conquer'd Dolon came, 
A wretch, whofe fwiftncfs was his only fame, 

V. 6s6. Of Thracian Uneaget &c.] It is obfervable, fays Ea- 
Jiathinsy that Homer in this place unravels the feries of this night's 
exploits, arJ inverts the order of the former narration. This is 
partly occafiun'd by a necellity of Ncfior's enquiries, and partly to 
relate the fame thing in a diflFerent wzyt that he might not tire the 
reader with an exafi repetition of what he knew before.. 

V, 6^9, And tvpehe tefide, &c.] How comes it to pals that the 
Poet fhould here call Dolm the thirteenth that was flain, where- 
as he had already numbered up thirteen befides him ? Euftathitts 
anfwers, that he mentions Rhefus by himfelf, by way of emi- 
nence. Then coming to recount the ThraudHs» he reckons twdve 
of 'em ; (b that taking Rhcfits feparacely, Dolm will mak« the 
thirteenth. 

By 
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By HiBor fcnt our forces to explore. 
He now lies hcadlefs on the fandy Ihore. 
Then o'er the trench the bounding couriers flewj 
55* The joyful Qreeks with Joud acclaim purfue. 
Strait to lydides* high pavilion bom. 
The matchlcfs fleeds his ample (bdls adorn : 
The neighing couriers their new fellows greet. 
And the full wracks are heap'd with gen'rous wheat. 
70 ^ut Ddm*s armour to his fhips conveyed. 
High on the painted flern Ulyjfeshxd, 
A trophy deflin'd to the blue-ey'd maid. 

Now from nodlurnal fweat, and fanguine /lain. 
They cleanfe their bodies in the neighboring main: 
7^" Then in the polilh'd bath, refrefh'd from toil. 
Their joints they fupple with diflblving oil. 
In due repafl indulge the genial hour. 
And firft to Pallas the libations pour: 

They 
« 

V. 674. They cleanfe their bodies in the main, &c.] We havtf here 
a regimen very agreeable to the fimplicity and aufterity of the old 
heroic times. Thefe warlriors plunge into the fea to wafh them- 
felves i for the fait water is not only more purifying than any 
bthcTi but more corroborates the nerves. They afterwards enter 
into a bath, and rub their bodies witk oil, which by foftening and 
moiftening the flelh prevents too great •'diflSpation, and reftores 
the natural ftrength. Eujiathim, 

V. 677. In due repafiy &c.] It appears from hence with what 

precifencls Hmcr diilinguilhes the time of thefe aSions. 'Tis 

evident 
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They fit, rejoycing in her aid divme, 

And the crown'd goblet foams with floods of wioe. 

evident from this pafligc, that immediatiely aftw their retunu it 
was da) -light : that being the time of taking iixih' a repafi ai ii 
here deicrib'd. 

I cannot conclude the notes to this book without 6bferviDg> that 
what feems the princip^ beauty of it« and what dUliiigiuJSiet it 
among all the otherJi is the livelinefs of its Paintings : The reaiet 
fees the mo(l natural night-fcene in the world i he is led fhp by 
flep with the adw^nturers^ and made the compaoion of all thdr ex- 
pechrions and uncertainties. We Cat the very colour of the skyi 
know the time to a minute^ are impatient while the boxMi nc 
armingi our imagination fleals out alter them^ becomes privy n 
all their doubtsi and even to the fecret wifhes of their horttfeic 
up to Minerva, We are alarmed at the approach of Dote hctf 
his very footfleps> a^ the two chiefs in purTuing himj and flop 
juft with the fpear that arrefis him. We are perfedly acquainted 
with the fituation of all the fbrce8> with the 6gure in which tbef 
lie, with the difpofition of Khe^m and the ThraaiOUi with tbe 
pofhire of his chariot and horfes. The marlhy fpoc of gnaod 
where Dolon is killed, the tamarisk} or aquatick Plants upoo which 
they hang his fpoils, and the reeds that are heap'd oogKherttxmrk 
the place, are circumftances the moH piinrefque imaginable. And 
tho* it muft be owned* that the human figures in this piece areex- 
cellent, and difpofed in the propcreft anions -, I cannoc but confrft 
my opinion, that the chief beauty of it is in the prolpeQ# a in* 
than which was never drawn by any pencil 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The third battel, and the a6b of Agamemmn. 

AGamemnon having arm^d himfelf^ Uads the 
^^ Grecians /(? battel: HcStov prepares tie Tro- 
jans to receive them ; while Jupiter, Juno, and 
Minerva give the fignals of wan Agamemnon 
hears all before him ; and Heflor is commanded by 
Jupiter {who fends Iris for that purpofe) to decRne 
the engagement^ till the King Jhall he vJounded 
and retire from the field. He then makes a great 
/laughter vf the enemy ; Ulyflcs and Diomea/*^ 
a flop to him for a time ; but the latter being 
wounded by Paris, // obliged to defert his companiow^ 
who is cncompafs*dby the Trojans, wounded^ and 
in the utmoji danger^ till Menelaus and Ajax ref 
cue him. Heftor comes againft Ajax, but that 
hero alone oppofes multitudes ^and rallies the Greeks. 
In the mean time Machaon, in the other wing of 
the arm\\ is pierced with an arrow by Paris, and 
carry* d from the fight in NeftorV r^^/o/.AchiHes 
(who overlooked the aSlion from his jhip') fendsY^r 
troclus to enquire which of the Greeks was wound- 
ed in that manner ? Neftor entertains him in his 
ie72t with an account of the accidents of the day^ 
and a long recital of fome former wars which ie 
remember'' d^ tending to put Patroclus upon per- 
fnjding Achilles to fight for his Country-men^ or 
at Iciiji to permit Him to do it^ clad in AchillesV 
armour, ratroclus in his return meets Eurypylus 
alfo wounded^ and ajfifts him in that diflrefs. 

"This book opens with the eight and twentieth 
day of /he poem; and the fame day ^ VMth its vari" 
ons a6lioi2s and adventures^ is extended thro* the 
tvjelfth^ thirteenth^ fourteenth^ fifteenth fixteenth^ 
fcvcnteentb^ and part of the eighteenth^ books, T*he 
Iccnc lies in the field near the monument of Ilus. 
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♦ELEVENTH B OOK 

OF THE 

ILIAD. 

THE {af&OQ morn, with early blufhes ^read> 
Now roie refulgent from Titheait' bed; 
With new-born day to gladden mortal Cghti 
And gild tiie courts of heav'a with lacred light. 

.Whcft 



* At Hmwr*! iiiTmNOQ is in noihing moie wondcrfuli tlia 
ia the grtit vuiny of chaiafleri with which bii poemi are divei- 
Gfyd, lb hif judgment appear] in noching more exaa. ihan in diat 
(ricnriecy wl* which each charaaer ii malnnin'J. Bui ihls exafl- 
■Dcli muS be coUefizd by a diligent atcnicion co tii conduct ihio^ 
'•bcwUdc; lod wbca Utepaniculut of cwh cbanfierve laid lo- 
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y when baleful Bw, icot by JvtH^% command. 

The torch of difc(»d blazing in her hand. 

Thro* 

f edier> we fliall find them all proceeding from the fame temper 
and di/poGtion of the perfon. If this obfervation be n^lefted, 
the Poefs condu£l will lofe much of its true beauty and har- 
jnooy. 

I fancy it will net be unpleafant to the reader, to conlider the 
pifhire of Agamtnmmi drawn by fo maflerly an hand as that (^ 
HameTi in its full length, after having feen him in feveral views 
and lights flnce ±e beginning of the poem. 

He is a matter of policy and firatagem> and maintains a good 
tinderflanding with £is council ; which was but neceflarya con- 
£dering how many different, independent nations and interefls he 
liad to manage : He ieems fully conscious of his own fuperior air 
thority, and always knows the time when to exert it : He is per- 
ibnally very valiant* but not without fome mixture of fierceddT: 
Highly rtientful of the injuries done his family^ even more than 
Men»laMs'\iimik)i; Warm both in his paflions and aflfedjons, ptr- 
(icularly in the love he bears his brother. In 0iort, he is (as /79- 
tner himfelf in another place defcribes him) both a good Ku^ 
and a great Warrior. 

It is very obfervable how this hero rifes in the efleem of the 
teader as the poem advances : It opens with many circumfhoces 
very much to the difadvantage of his chandler ; he infults the 
priefl of jip$Ho, and outr^es MhlUes : but in the fecond book he 
grows fenfible of the effe&s of his rafhnefs} and takes the hvh en- 
tirely upon himfelf: In the fourth he fliews himfelf a skilful com- 
mander, by exhorting, reproving, and performing all the offices 
of a good general : In the eighth he is deeply touch'd by the fuf- 
ferings of his army, and mokes all the peoples calamitiet his own: 
In the ninth he oideavours to reoondle himfeif to AzhiBes^ aad 
4D0Ddefce&ds to be the pctici(Xier, becauie it is for the pafallck good: 
In the tenth, finding thole endeavours ineff«^ual, his coDcero 
keeps him the whole night awake, in contriving^ all igoStik 
Methods to ziSA them :- And now ia xhe eleventh u it wece 

refolviflg 
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Thro' the red skies her bloody figa extends. 
And wrapt in tempefts, o'er the fleet deiceads^ 
High on XJl^ffes bark, her horrid fhnd 
10 She took, and thunder M thro' the &as and land*. 
£v*n Ajt^x and jtchiiks heard the found, 
Whofe ihips, remote, the guarded navy bound. 
Thence the black Fury thro* the Grecian throng 
With horror founds the loud Orthitm fbng: 

saving himfelf CO ftrppty die want of jlchiBes, he prows pr^ 
digioufly in his valour, and performs wozklers in his fingle per- 
wa» 

Thus we lee Agamgnrnm continualfy winning upon our efteenii 
M we grow acquainted with him ; fo that he feems to be likt 
that Goddefs the Poet delcribes, who was low at the firft, but 
fifing by degrees, at kfi reiK^hcs the very heavens. 

▼. $. When haUful Eris, &c.] With what a wonderful fublimi- 
ty does tke Fset begin this book ? He awakens the reader's cu- 
rio&ty> and founds an alarm to the aj^roaching batteL With wh«c 
magi^ficence does he^fher in the deeds of Agamemmn f Hefeems 
lor a while oo have loft all view of the main battd* and lets the 
whole a^on of the poem fland flill> to attend the modons of this 
fingle hero. Inflead of a herald> he brings down a Goddefs to in- 
flame the army -, inftead of a trumpet or fuch warlike mufick, 
Jtrno and Minerva thunder over the field of battel : Jove rains 
down drops of biood> and averts his eyes from fvsh a foroe of 
horrors. 

By the Goddefs Bris is meant that asdoor and impadMice fer tke 
battel which now infpir*d the Grecian army : They who juft be- 
fore were almoft in delpair, now burn for the ^ght, and breath 
nothing but war. Enftathins. 

v. 14. Orthianyoisy;.] This is a Jund oi an OtUk ibogi invent- 

^ ni and .iuflj^ on purpofe to fire the foul to noble deeds in war. 

(B^ch <wai thsu Xkf Timotkem before Alexander tb0. Great, wjtuch had 

fuch an influence upon him, that he leapM from his Aat» and 1sm4 

Jbold on his arms. Enfiatkim, 

F 3. The 
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15'The navy fhak«, and at the dire alarms 
Each bofbm boils, each warrior darts to armsr 
No more they figh, inglorious to return. 
But breathe revenge, and for the combat bum. 
The King of Men his hardy hoft infpires 

20 With loud command, with great example fires >i 
Himfelf fir& rofe, himielf before the reft 
His mighty limbs in radiant armour dreft. 
And firil he cas'd his manly legs around. 
In fhining greaves, with iilver buckles bound': 

2<'The beaming cuirafs next adom'd his fareaft. 
The fame which once King Chyras pofleft : 
(The fame of Greece and her affembled hoft 
Had reach'd that Monarch on the C^frUm coaft ; 
*Twas then, the fricndihip of the chief to gain,, . 

30 This glorious gift he fent, nor fent in vain.) 
Ten rows of a^ure fleel the work infold. 
Twice ten. of tin, and twelve of dudlilegoldj 
Three glitt'ring dragons to the gorget riie> 
Whofe imitated fcales again/l the skies 



v.. 26. KJng Cinyras.] Tis prcbabk thii ptflage of CiwjfrMs 
King of CyffTMs alludes to a true hif^ory s aod what makes it c^e 
more foi is that this iflaod was funoas for its mines of ievc^ 
Inetals. EattiatUm^ 

" Refleftcd. 
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SfReflciSled various ligBt> and arching boVd*, 
Like colour'd rainbows o*cr a ihow'ry doud 
(/(we's wondrous bow, of three celcftial ^^ts^ - 
PIac*d as a iign to man amid the skies.), 
A radiant baldrick o'er \a%' fhoulder ty'd, 

40 Sufbin'd the fword that glitter'd at his fide *. 
Gold ,W9s the hilt, a iilver (heath encas'd 
The Hiining' hkde, and. golden, hangers grac'd.. 
His buckler's mighty osb was next dii^phy'd,. 
That round the warrior cafl a dreadful (hade > 

45* Tea zones of brais its amj^e brim flirround. 
And twice ten boflcs the bright convex crown'd : 
Tremendous QargiM firown'd upon its field. 
And circling terrors fiJl'd th* expreflive fliield :. 
Within its concave hung a- filvcr thong,, 

50 On which a mimic ierpent creeps along,. 
His azure length in eafy waves extends. 
Till in three heads th' embroider'd monfter ends.. 



V. 35'. Arthmi hcto^d, fee] Ehflathiks oblerves, tKat die Pbec 
inrendcd to reprefent the bending %urc of thefe ferpents, as weB- 
as their colour, by comparing them to rainbows. Dader obftrves 
here how clofe a parallel this paflage of Homer bears to that in Gt^ 
mfisi where God tells Nosht I bmj* fet my bom in the tlmdst thj§. 
k may ktfsr ajign of thi covenant between m$ and tk* earth. 

f 4 Uft 



'i 
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Lafto'er his brows liis fourfiild hdm Be plac'd, 
^Vith nodding horfe-hair formidaUy grac'di 

5'j' And in his hands two fteely jav'lins wields. 
That blaze to hcav'n, and lighten all the fields. 

That inihnt, Junos and the martial Maid 
In happy thunders promised Gxuct their aid} 
High o*er the chief they dafh*d their arms in air» 

to And leaning from the clouds^ exped the war; 
Clofe to the limits of the trench and momid. 
The fiery couriers to their chariots bound 
The iquires refhain'd : The foot, with thole who wkid 
The lighter arms, rufti'd forward to die field. 

^^ To fecond theie, in clofe array combined. 
The iquadrons fpread their iable wings behind. 
Now fhouts and tumults wake the tardy fim. 
As with the light the warriors toils begun. 



V, 63. Thef^ty wth thofe who wield The lighter arms, rstfhfir' 
wardJ] Here we fee the order of battel is inverted, and oppofice 
» that which Nefior propofed in the fourth book : For it is the 
cavafa-y which is there fuftain'd by the in£uitry ; here the infantry 
by the cavalry. But to deliver my opinion* I believe it was the 
nearnefs of the enemy that obliged ^gamemnm to change the dif- 
portion of the battel : He would breaJk their battalions with his 
i«iancryi and compleat their defeat by his amky, which (hould 
lill upon the flyers. D^itr, 



Ev'n 
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Ev'n Jcviy wlioie tfannder %)ke liis wrath, diftill^S 
70 Red drops of Uood o'er all the fittal fiddj 
The woes of men unwilling to fiirvejr. 
And aU\the {laughters that muft flats the da^r." 

Near llus tomb in order ranged around. 
The Thjm lines poiTefs'd the rifii^ gnnind. 
7 J* There wife ^dydmMs and H0B^ flood ; 
JEneas, honoured as a guardian Gods 
Bold Tefy^Sy Agmm the divine^ 
The farotheixwarriors of Jtmnw^s line,* • 
With youthful Acanmsy whofe beauteous face 
80 And fair proportion, match'd th* etherial race, ^ 
Xrreat Sfi&Wy oover'd with \s» fpadous ihidd. 
Plies all the troops, and orders all the field. 
As the red ftar now ihows his fax^guMe fires 
Thro* the dark clouds, and now in night retires'^- 

Thu» 



▼. 70. "Bitd ifofts of Wj»</.] Thde prodigies^ "with which Hmtf 
embellUho his poetry, are the iame with thof^ which hiAoiy re* 
lates not as ornamems> but as truths. Nothing is more conunon 
ib hifbrjr than (howers of bkxxL and pbiloibphy gives us the rea- 
fbn of chcm : The two battels which had been fought on the plaiot 
•f Trty, had lb drench'd them with blood> that a great quantity q£> 
it might be esthalM is vapours and canyd into the air, and being 
there condens*tI} fall down again in dews and drops of the lame 
colour. En/hthtHS, See Notes on lib. 16, v. j'6a. 

V. 83. ^s the ndjlar,] We have juft feen at full length the 
l^dure of th^ General o£ the Greeks : Here we fee He^f beau- 
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85* Thus thro* the ranks appeared the Godlike man,. 
Plung'd in the rear, or blazing in the vanj 
While ftreamy iparklcs, refHefs as he flies, 
Flafh from his arms as light'nhig from the skies.. 
As fweating reapers in fome wealth7 field, 

j^Rang*d in twa bands, theic' crooked, weapons wield. 
Bear down the furrows^, till their y)0urs sicietf, 
Thick fall the heapy harvcfts at thcjr feet.. 
So Greece and Troy the field of war divide. 
And Ming ranks are^Arow'd on ey'ry fide.. 



Sillily drawn in. numature.' This proceeded firom the great judg- 
nenc of the Poec : 'cwas neceilary to fpeak fully of Agamemnm> 
who was tabethe chief hero of 'this b3toel> and briefiy of HeOvti 
who had £0 often been fpoken of at large before. This is an in? 
ftance that the -Poet weU- knew when to-be oonciiey and when to 
be copious. It is impoflible that any thing ihould be more happily 
imagin'd than this fimilitude : It is fo lively> that we fee Heff«r 
fometiqies fiuning in arms ati xhe. head of his troops s and then 
immediately lofe fight of him> while he retires in the ranks of the 

▼. 89. jis freating reaptrs,'] 'Twill be ncceflary for the under- 
landing of this (imilicude> to explain the method of mowing in 
tlomer's days : They toiowed in die fame manner as they pIowed> 
beginning at the extremes of the fields which was equally divided^ 
and 'proceeding till they met ih the middle of it; By thii means 
they rais'd an emulation between both parties^ which fliould finifh 
iheirihare firft. If we confider this cuilom^ we fliall find it a ve- 
ry happy compari^n to the two armies advancing againfl each 
•ther> together with an exa£^ refemblance in every circumfiance 
flhe Poet intended to iliuib^ce*. 



Konc 
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pf None floop'd z thought to baie ibglorious flight j 
But horfe to horle^ and man to map they Hght; 
Not rabid wolves more fierce contefl thdrprcyj 
Each wounds, each bleeds, but none refign the day. 
Xiipard with J07 the fcene of death defcries, 

ECaAnddiinks Jarge (laughter at her ianguin eyes:. 
D^bri(' alonei of all th' immortal train. 
Swells the red horrors of this direful plain;. 
The God^ in peace their golden manfions fill, 
Rang'd in bright order on. th' Ofym^an hill) 

^Of But general murmurs told their griefs above, , 
And each accus'd the partial will of ^w^r* 
Mean w^hik apar^. fuperior, and alone,. 
Th' eternal Monarch, on his awful throne; 
Wrapt in the blaze of boundlefs glory fate,-. 

.loAnd fix'd, fulfill'd the juil decrees of fate. 
On earth he turn'd. his all-confid'ring eyes, 
And-mark'd the ^)Ot where iDon's tow'rs ariic;- 
The iea with fhip$> the fields with armies fprea^ 
The vidior's rage, the dying, and the dead. 

J^f THus while the morning-beams increaiing barigkt 
O'er heav'ns pure azure fpread the growing light,. 
G)mmtitual death the fate of war confounds. 
Each adverie battel goat'd with equal. wounds*. 

14 Bat 
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But now (what-time in ibme iequefterM ts 
^^The weary woodman fpreads his Q>aring r 



T. 119. When time im fime fttpufefA vah Tk 
ma»i &c] One may gather from hence> that in 
cfaey did not meafure die day by hoursi but by ±e ) 
the funs and diftingiu0i'd the parts of U by the moi 
]>k>ymentss as in the 12 of die Odyjfeis, v. 439. from 
the judges, and here from the dining of the hbourer. 

It may perhaps be entertaining to the reader to fee 
count of the menfuration of time among the ancia . .^ \ 

Aall take from SfmuUmm, Ac the beginnxng of the 3 

certain there was no difiin&ion of time but by the li^ ^ ^; 

iieis> and the whole day was included in the general 'B s X 

evening and the -mdming. MmNfier makes a pretty 
upon this cufbm : Our long-liv'd fore-fathers (fays he) , 

much occafion to be ex8£l obftfryeri how .the day paft "^ ' N 
frailer fbns> whole fhortnefs of li£e makes it neceflary ^ ^ 

guiih every part of dme» and fulFer none of it to flip «i 3 

«ut thwr obfervadon. ^ s 

It is not improbable but that the Chaldaans, many aga s*^ 

flood> were the firfl wbo divided the day into hours if j ^ 

the firft who applied themfelves with ally Aicoefs to aflrd .4 • ' 
mofl andent fun-dial Wt read of is diat of Achojc^ me \^ ' * 
the fecond book of Kit^s^dti. 20. about the dme of the \ 

of Rwm: But as thefe were of no ufe in clouded days, a. y V 

night, (here was anodier -invention of meafurUig the -para ' >( ^ 
by waters but that not beiqg fufSciently exa£kj they laic \S ^ 
Jfor another by fand. ^ 

Tis certain the ufe of dials was earlier among the Crt ^ ][ 
the RomoBS', 'twas above three hundred years after the bui -. ij ^ 
Rmte before they knew any thing of them : But yet they ** c 
Tided the day and night into twenty four hours, as appeal >( . 
yarr» and Macrobiusy tho' they did not count the hours at ^ V x 
mimericalty, but from midnight to midnight, and difbfi^ ;i[*\ 
them by particular names, as by the cock crowing, the dav^ c^ ^^ 
MuH^Yi &c* The tiHt fun-difJ We read of among the i ^ A * 



\ 
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When ids tir'd arms refule die aze to tear. 
And claim a refpite from the fyliran wsr; 
But not till half the proftrate fbrefts by 
StretchM in long ruin, and ezpos'd to daj) 

which divided the day into haant it mendon'd hy Plmy, Bk, i, 
uf.^o. fixt upon the temple of ^Iftritms by L, Pagjrhu xht cen- 
(or, about die lofi^ year of the vnxi with Pyrrhus, But the firft 
chat was of any u(e to the publick was fee up near the r^4 in 
thtjwmm by VdUrim Mejfala the conful, after the taking of Catana 
in Sidly -y from whence it wa< brought thirty years after the firft 
bad been iet up by Pi^jrims \ but this was (till an imperfe& one, 
the lines of it not txiOSiy oorrefponding with the federal hours. 
V'et they made ufe of it many years, ull ^. Maniut PtuUfpns pla- 
ced another by it, greatly improved : but theie had ftiU one com- 
3M)n de£e& of being uieJeis in the nigfat» and when the sJcies were 
>vercaft. All theie inventions being thus ineffe&ual> Supo Najica 
Ibme years after meafiir'd the day and night inoo hours from the 
Jropping of water. 

Yet near this time, it may be gather'd that iim-dials were very 
orequent in Rtmcy £rom a fragment preferv'd by jtmUu Gettiun 
lod afcrib'd to PUntm : The lines are (6 beauDfuk that I cannot 
leny the reader the iacisfiidion of feeing them. They are (up- 
Mifed to be fpodcen by an hui^gi^y parafite> upon a fight of one «f 
ht£e diaH. 

Ut tttttm DH ferdmti frhnus ^ Imras rtpferit; 
flMiqne adeo prhmu fiatmt hnc fiUrittm .* 
^ mihi c<anminmt rmfer«i artkttUtim, ^' 
Nam me fmero itttrus hie tfM filarmmi 
Mntto cfMUiim tfhmm tftimmm & verijfu 
Vbi ijie mcnebat fffe, mfi cmm tUtil erat. 
Nunc ettam tjuod tjii 'rtm tfiy mfi Soli btbet : 
Jtaqtte adeo jam efpietmm efi epfidmn foiariis. 
Major pJTi ftfnli ^ridi rtfUmt fame, 

Vc find frequent mention of the hours in the cowrfe of this'pooR ; 
ut to prevent any miflake. It may not be improper to take no- 
ce, that they muft always be untierftood to mean the fttSoDB, and 
ot the divifioa of the day by houxi. 
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So when a lion, ranging o'er the lawns. 

Finds, on fome grafly lare, the couching 6wns, 

15'j' Their bones he cracks, their recking ritals draws. 
And grinds the quiv'ring flefh with bloody jaws 5 
The frighted hind beholds, and dares not fby. 
But fwift thro* ruftling tirickcts burfts her way 1 
All drownM in fwcat the pmting mother -fiiefi, - 

160 And the big tears roll trickling from her eyes. 
Amidft the tunnilt of the jouted train; 
The fbnsvof fidie Jdamathm were ilsan $ 
He, who for bribes his faithless ceunfekfold. 
And voted Helm's fhy for Pm/ goW. 

jg>. Atrides mark'd as thdfe their iafety ifoughf. 
And flew the children for the father's faulty 
Their headilrong horle unable to refhiain) 
They fhook with fear, «id -dropped the iilken ^lO; 
Then ,in their chariot on their knees they fall, 

2^Q And thus wi^ Ijfted hands for m^y call. 

Oh ipaffi bur youth, and for the life we owc^ 
.jMrnwhus fhall copious gift« beftow^ 
Soon as he heans, th^t not in battel ilaia,. 
The GrHtan thips his captive ions detain, 

j^j- Large Jieap* ^f kafs m ranfbmc ihall be-toldi 
And ftccl wcU-tempef'd, and perfcafivc gold! 

Thcfc 
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Thefe words, attended with a flood of tears, 
Tlie youths addrefs'd to unrelenting fears: 
The vengeful monarch garc this ftem repljrs 

80 If from Ammutchus ye ^ring, ye die: 

The daring wretch who once in council flood 
To (hed Ufyffes'mSi my brother's blood,* 
For pro£fcr'd peace! and fues his iced fcnr grace! 
No, die, and pay the forfeit <^ your race. 

8j This (aid, Pifander fifom the car he cafl. 
And pierc'd his breafl : fiipine he breath'd his kit. 
His brother leap'd to earth j but as he lay. 
The trenchant faulchion lopp'd his hands awayj 
His fiver'd head was tofs'd among the throng, 

90 And roHing, drew a bloody trail aloqg. 

Then, where the thidceft fought, the vidor flew j 
The King's example all his Gre^ purfue. 

Now 



V. 181. Andmachus, who once, &c.] 'Tis obfervabk diat Ho- 
mer with a great deal of art interweaves the true hiflory of the 
Trojan war* in his poem : he here gives a drcumflance tfiat car- 
xies us back from the tenth year of die war to the very b€;^nning 
of it. So that alcho' the a^on of the poem takes up but a (inall 
part of the lafi year of the war, yet by fuch inddems as thefe we 
are taught a great many particulars that happen'd thxo' the whole 
feiics dr it. EmfiatMm, 

V. x88. Lopfd his hmnds awsy^ I think one cannot but com- 

pai&ooatc the fate of thef« brothers, who fuffer f<»r the fins 

of 
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Now by the foot the flying foot were fhiiir 
Horfe trod by horie, lay foaming on the plaiii*. 

^f From the dry fields thick clouds of dufi: ariie,- 
Shade the black hofi:^ and intercept the skies« 
The bra&-hooPd fteeds tumultuous plunge and bound;. 
And the thick thunder beats the laboring ground. 
Still flaught'ring on, the King of men proceeds $ 

200*^^ diihnc'd army wonders at his dji&^%. 

As when the winds with raging flames coniplre^ 
And o'er the forefls roll the flood of fire, 

ef their father^ notwithffamdin^ the jufiice which the commenta^ 
tors find in this action of Agamemmn. And I can much kfi iiiit« 
{^ne that his cutting ofiF their handt was meant for an exprefs ex- 
ample againfi bribe^> in xereng^ for the gold which Anamadms' 
had received from Fans. Enpathim is very refining upon 'this 
point i hut the grave Spmdanns outdoes them alL who has found 
there was an cx^Uent conceit in cutting off the hands and head of 
the fbn -, the firib becauie the father had been for laying hands on 
the Grecian embaiIadors> and ihe fecond> beciufe it was from his 
head that the advice proceeded of detaining Helena, 

V. 893. Non by the Joot the jiying foot, 6cc.] After Hcmer widi 
a poetical juftice has punifh'd the Ions ot jintimathus for the 
crimes of the father s hecarries on the narration^ and preients all 
the terrors of. the battel to our view ; we fee in the lively delcrip- 
tion the men and chariots overthrown, and hear the trampling of 
the horfes feet. Thus the Poet very arttuily, by fuch fudden. 
alarms, awakens the attention 01 the reader, that is apt to be tired 
and grow remiis by a plain and more cool narration. 

V. 197'' The brafs'hcoj 'djieeds.l £uJfatkiMsohiei\ci that the cu^ 
torn' of flioeing horfes was in ufe in Jicmer's time, and cajls the 
Q\QSi •■.fwiir«, from the figure ef aa half-»owi. 



I^ 
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In blaeing heaps the grove's old honours fa]I> 
And one refulgent ruin levds all. 

Of Before jtrides* rage ib finks the fb^ 

Whole fquadrons vantfh, and proud beads lie low^ 
The fteeds fly trembling fronr his waving f>yord r 
And nsany a car, now lighted of its Lord, 
Wide o'er the field with guidelefs ftiry rolls, 

.10 Breaking their ranks^ and c rufliing out their ibuls"; 
While his- keen fiiulchion drinks the warriors liver.' 
More grateful, now, to vultures than their wives f: 

Perhaps great Hs£hr then had fi>und his fate. 
But Jwi and deftinjr prolonged his date. 

V. XI2. Mvn inaefmli m$h. t$ vmltmrts thdn thtir whtt.J Thik 
U 1 refleS3(m of the Poet, and iiich an one as ariies from a fencl- 
menc of compaflkm ; and indeed there is nodiing more moving 
than to fee thofe herocs> who were the love and delight of their 
fpouless reduc'd fuddenly to flich a condition of horror, that thofe 
very wives durft not look upon them. I was very much lurprired 
CO find a remark of Ettjfathius upon this> which feems very wrong 
and onj'uft; he would have it that there is in this place an Enipftti 
which comprehends a (evere raillery : " For, fays he, Hmner would 
** imply, that thofe dead warrior* were now more agreeable tovul- 
** turesy than they had ever been- in all theirdays to their wives. 
This is very ridiculous s to ilippofe that theie unhappy women 
did not love their husbands, is to infult them barbaroufly in their 
affliction} and every body can fee that fuch a thought in this place 
would have appear'd mean> frigidi and out of festfon. Homers on 
the contrary, always endeavours oo exdte compalfion by the grief 
«f the wives* whole hiubvuU are kili'd in the btoipl. J>4Kkr*. 



9a& 
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215* Safe from the darts» the care of heav'n he flood, 
AmidA alarms, and death, and duA, and biood. 
Now paft the tomb where ancient //#i kj. 
Thro' the mid field the routed urge their way* 
Where the wild figs th' adjoining fummit crown, 

22.0 That path they take, and fpeed to reach the town. 
As fwift, Jitrides with loud iliouts purfu'd. 
Hot with hh toil, and bath'd in hoflile blood. 
Now near the beach-tree^ and the Sc4itm gatcst 
The hero hauks, and his aflbciatcs waits. 

225* Mean-while on ev'ry fide, around the plain, 
DiQ>ers'd, difbrder'd, fly the Xf^MS train. . 
So flies a herd of beeves, that hear difmay'd 
The liian's roaring thro' the mid-nigiit fhadc} 
On heaps they tumble witji fiiccefslefs hafles 

230 The favage £cv2£Sy draws, and rends the iaft: 
Not with lefs fury (tern Ahrides flew. 
Still |)refs'd the rout> and fHll the hindmoft flews 

. ▼. ai7. Uomprnfi tfn umk where muent Hub Ai^.] By the end- 
nelc of H9mer*8 defiription we fee as in a landicape the very phee 
where this bated was fought, ^lamemnm drives the ThJMi 
from the comb of Ibts where they encamp'd all the sight; 
that comb fiood in the middle of the plain : frcnn thenoe he 
puriues them by the wild fig-tree to the beech*<cree> aod from 
thence eo -the very Sc4ta» gate. Thuc the icene of a£tioa is £x'di 
and we fee the very rout thro' which the one retreats azki the other 
advances. Emflathim. 

Hurl'd 
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Hurl'd from their cars the braveft chieB> are fcilPd, 
And rage, and death, and carnage, load the field. 

^^ Now florms the vi£h>r at the T)rfjcin walli 
Survey the tow'rs, and meditates their M. 
But Jov€ dcfcending (hook th' li^um hills. 
And down their flimmits pour'd a hundred tills : 
Th' unkindled lightening in his hand he took, 

^ And thus the many-oolour'd maid -befpoke. 
Jrhi with hafte thy golden wings diiplay» 
To god-like Htctor this our word convey. 
While Agamemnm waftes the ranks around. 
Fights in the front, and bathes with blood the ground, 

^5* Bid iiim give wayj but iffiie forth commands. 
And truft the war to lefs important hands : 

V. 041. Iris vith hafie thy gMm mngs diffUy.} *TU evident 
thir fome fuch contrivance as this was neceflary ; the Trojans, we 
Ictm £rom the beginning of this book* were to be vidorious this 
diy; but if Ji^her had not now incerpos*d, they had been drivea 
even within the walls of TVoy. By tius means alio the Poet con- 
iults both for the hoooar of HeSor^ and that of jtgsmmimn. Agt" 
wCTwwi has time enough to fliew the greatnels of his valour, aad 
at is no difgxace oo H^&m not to eDcounter him when Ji^ittr iii- 
eerpofes. 

EnftathtHs obftrves, Aat the Poet gives os here a sketch of what 
is drawn out at large in the flory of this whole book ; This he 
docs to raife the curiofity of the reader, and make him impatient 
to hear thole fs^t^daoM whi& 2BU& be p^fann'd bcfi)ie Ago- 
mmtim can retire} aod Htaor be vi^rious* 
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But when, or wounded by the ipear, or dart. 

That chief fhall mount his chariot, and depart.* 

Then Jwt ihali fhing his arm, and lire hi's brea^ 
ij'oThen to her ihips (hall flying Gretce be prcfs'd. 

Till to the main the burning fim defcend. 

And facred night her awful ihade extend. 
He ipoke, and Irn at his word obe/d^ 

On wings of winds descends the Tariou3 maid. 
Ifj* The chief (he found amidfl the ranks of war» 

Clofe to the bulwarks, on his glitt'ring car. 

The Goddefs then: O fon of Trtam hear! 

From Jwt I come, and his high mandate bear. 

While AgAmwmm waftes the ranks around* 
260 Fights in the front, and bathes with bkxxi the grounl 

Abftain from fight,- yet ifliie forth commands. 

And trufl the war to lefs important hands. 

But when, or wounded by the fpear, or dart. 

The chief ihall mount his chariot, and depart \ 
x6s Then Jirve (hall fbring thy arm, and fire thy breafb 

m 

•Then to her ihips (hall flying Greta be prefl:. 
Till to the main the burning fun defcend. 
And ^aed night her^awful ihade extend. 
She iidd, and vani^'d: He^» with a bound, 
270 Springs from his chariot on the trembling groimd, 
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In clanging arms : he gralps in cither hand 
A pointed lance, and fpeeds from band to band,* 

r Revives their ardour, turns their fteps from flight. 
And wakes anew the dying flames of fight. 

375* They fbnd to arms : the Greeks their onfct dare, 
Condeniie their pow'rs, and wait the coming war* 
New force, new i^irit to each breafl: returns: 
The fight renew*d with fiercer fury bums: 
The King leads on j all fix on him their eye, 

IZO And learn from hiifi, to conquer, or to die. 
Ye facred nine, celelHal Mufcs ! teH, 
Who fac'd him firft, and by his prowefs fell ? 
Thep-eat Ifhidamas^ the bold and young: 
From ^ge jintewr and Theane ipning; 

Whom 



T. x'^u.Te pured riinif] The ?oet, to yr'm the atteDtlon of the 
reader^ aQd.feeming himfelf to be ffaruck with the exploits of A- 
f^amemnm while he recites thenii (who when the battel was re- 
klndledy ruihes out to engage his enemies) invokes not one mule* 
IS he did in the beginning of the poem, but as if he intended to 

- warn as that he was about to relate ibmething furprizing, he in- 

■ voices the whole nine s and then as if he had received their infpi- 
ration, goes on to deliver what they fuggefted to him. . ^y means 
of this apoftrophe, the imagiitetion jof the reader is fo iU'i tha 

•he (eems not only prefent> but a^ve in the ftene to which the 
skill of the Poet has cranfported him. £K/?4^teW. 

. V. 2.83. Iphidamas, tU hold and y<mj[,l Homtr hare gives uj 
the hiftory of this Jphidanuih his.psreni^gc* the place of his 
hirthi and many circumftanccs of his private- life. This he 

does 
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a8 f whom from his youth his grandfirc Ciffms bred. 
And aurs'd in lhftkC9 where fnowy flocks are fed. 
Scarce did the down his rofy cheeks inveft. 
And early honour warm his gen'rous breaft. 
When the kind fire coniign'd his daughters dnrmi 

290(I^4w's iifler) to his youthful arms. 
But call'd by glory to the wars of TJryy 
He leaves untaxed the firft fruits of joy i 
From his lov'd farkle departs with melting eyes> 
And fwifr to aid his dearer countrey flies. 

apj' With twelve black fliips he reached Jftrtoft*% (brand, 
Thence took the long, laborious march by land. 
Now fierce fi^r &m^ before the ranks he fprings, 
Tow'ring in arms, and braves the King of KLings*' 
Atridu firft difcharg'd the miffive ipear i 

300 The Trojan ftoop*d, the jav'Jin pafs'd in air. 
Then near the corielet, at the monarch's hearts 
With all his ftreiigth the youth dire(^9 his dart: 

does to diverfify his poeoy, and to fbften with fbme amiahle em- 
beililhmencs, the continual horrors that muft of necelCiy firike the 
imagination, in an unintorupted narratioa of hlood and flauj;htff« 
EmftiUhim, 

V. 290. TlMaoft Jffttr,'] That die reader may not be ihock'd 
at the marriage of IphiiUmas with his mother's fifier* it may not 
be amils to obferve firom Ei^sahmst that coofimguinity was no 
impediment in Greeet in the days of Homer: nor is Ifhidamas fio- 
gular in this kind of tBiuTiage» for SHmtdwu married to hisown 
aunt as wdt at he. 

2 But 
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But the troa^ beh, with plates of filver bound. 
The point rebated, and rcpell'd the wound. 

^5* Encumber'd with the dart, AfriJes Hands, 
Till grafp*d with force, he wrench*d it from his hands* 
At once, his weighty fword diicharg'd a wound 
Full on his neck, that fell'd -him to the ground. 
Stretched in the duft th' unhappy warrior lies, 

10 And fleep eternal feals his fwimming eyes. 
Oh worthy better fate 1 oh early {lain ! 
Thy countrey's friend j and virtuous, tho' in vain ! 
No more the youth (hall join his confbrt's fide. 
At once a virgin, and at once a bride ! 

If No more with prefents her embraces meet. 
Or lay the fpoils of conquefl at her feet. 
On whom his paflion, lavifh of his flore, 
"Beftow'd fb much, and vainly promised more! 
Unwept, uncover'd, on the plain he lay, 

f 

LO While the proud vidlor bore his arms away. 
C(?6», Antenor's eldell hope, was nigh : 
Tears, at the light, came ftarting from his eye, 

4 

While picrc'd with grief the much-lov*d youth he 

viewd. 
And the pale features now deform'd with blood. 

Vol. III. G Then 
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S^fThen with liis fpear, unfien, his dme he took, 
Aim'd at the Kiog, and near his elbow fbook. 
The thrilling' fteel tranfpierc'd the brawny part, 
*And thro' Us arm Udod forth the barbed dart. 
Surprii'd the Monarch fciA$^ yet Void of fear 

3300n CWb ru(hc8 with his lifted fpear : 

His brother's corps the pious Trojan draws, 
And calls his countrey to adert his cauie. 
Defends him brciathlefs on the ianguihe field. 
And o*cr the body ^reads las ample fliield. 

2'^^AirideSf mating an utfguarded part, 

Transfix'd the warrior with his brazen dart j 
Prone on his brother's bleeding breafl he lay. 
The Monarch's faulchion lopp'd His head away: 
The fbcial fhades the fame dark journey go, 

3^0 And join each other in the realms below. 

The vengeful victor rages round the ^dds. 
With ev'ry weapon, art or fury yields : 
By the long lance, the fword, or pohd'rous flone. 
Whole ranks arc broken, and whole troops o'erthrown. 

34 5 This, while yet warm, diftiUM the purple flood; 
But when the wound grew fliff with clotted blood. 

The* 
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Then grmding tortures Bis ftrcmg bo&m rend, 

Lefs keen thofe darts the fierce llythU fend, 

(The pow'rs that caufe the; teeming matron's throes, 

J yo Sad mothers of unutterable woes !) 

Stung with the fmart, all panting with the pain, 
He mdunt's the car, and gives his fquirc the rein : 
Then with a Voice which fury made more /Irong, 
And pain augmented, thus exhorts the throng. 

) J'5' O friends ! O Grtth I aflcrt your honours won i 

Proceed, and finifh what this arm begun : 

Lo! angry Jcnjt forbids your chief to flay. 

And envies half the glories of the day. 

He 

V. 348. Tht fierce Ilythiie.] Thefe UythU are the Goddedes thac 
Homer (lippoles to prefide over child-birth : he arms their hands 
with a kind of infiniment) from which a pointed dart is /liot in- 
to the diflrefled inather> as an arrow from a bow : fb that as Eris 
has her torch, and Jnpiter his thunder, thefe Goddefles have their 
darts wh^ch they (hoot into women m travail. He calls them the 
daughters of Jfmo, becauie ftie prefides over the marriage-bed. 
Buflathins. Here (fays Ddder) we find the ftyle of the holy (crip- 
luret which to exprefs. a fevere pain, ufually compares it to that 
of women in labour. Thus David, Pain came nfon them as ttpon a 
tfoman in travail ; and Ifatah, They fhatl grieve as a woman in tra^ 
vail; and all the Prophets'are fidl of the like ezpreflions. 

V. 557. ^' 'f't'O Joyefirbids jottr e&ief to ftayJ] Enjlatbius re- 
xtiarks upon the/behaviotir of Agamemnon in his prefent difireis : 
//om^ defcribes him u nck'd with almofl intolerable pains, vet he 
does not complain of the anguifli he fuffersi but chat he is oUig'd. 
^ retire £ram the Bght, 

C 2 tVLvi 
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He faid ,• the driver whirls his lengthful thong j 
3 60 The horfes fly ! the chariot fmoaks along. 

Clouds from their noi^ils the fierce courfers blows 

And from their iides the foam defcends in fhowi 

Shot thro' the battel in a moment's fpace. 

The wounded Monarch at his tent they place. 
36 y No {boner UtBw faw the King retir'd. 

But thus his Trojans and his aids he fir'd. 

Hear all ye "Dor dan, all ye hycum race ! 

Fam'd in clofe fight, and dreadful face to face 5 

Now call to mind your ancient trophies won, 
270 Your great forefather's virtues, and your own. 

Bdiold, the Gen'ral flics ! deicrts his povvr's ! 

Lo Jonje himfelf declares the conquefl ours ! 

Now on yon' ranks impcll your foaming fteedss 

And, fure of glory, dare immortal deeds. 
^^^ "With words like thefe the fiery chief alarms 

His fainting hoft, and ev'ry bofom warms. 

As the bold hunter chears his hounds to tear - 

The brindled lion, or the tusky bear. 

This indeed, as it prov*d his undaunted fpirit, fo did it likewife 
Hxi wif3om : had he Ihew*d any unmanly , dejedion, it would 
have difpirited the army ; but his intrepidity-makes them bdicve 
his wound lefs dangerous> and renders them not fo Jiighly coo- 
rern'd far the abfence of their General. 1 



\» 
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With voice and hand provokes their doubting heart, 
►O And fprings the fbrcmoft with his lifted dart : 

So god-like HtHor prompts his troops to dare ; 

Nor prompts alone, but leads himfelf the war. 

On the black body of the foes he pours : 

As from the cloud*s deep bofbm, fwdl*d with (how*rs> 
^5" A fuddcn ftorm the purple ocean fweeps. 

Drives the wild waves, and toflcs all the deeps. 

Say, Mufc ! when 5^(TO'e the Trojam glory crown'd. 

Beneath hii ttta what heroei bit thg ground ? 

V. 387. Saji Mnpl tohtn Joye fi^rTrojan'^'^/try (rvttiCd^ The 
Poet juft before has given us an invocation of the mufesa to make 
us attentive to the preat expbits of :Agamewmon. Here we have 
one with regard to HcSovt but this laft may perhaps be more eafi- 
ly accounted for than the other; For in that, after £0 fblemn an 
invocatioib ^^ might reafbnably have expe&ed wonders from the 
hero : whereas in reality he kills but one man before he himfelf is 
wounded ; and what he does afterwards ieems to proceed from a 
frantic valour, ariGng from the fman of the wound : we do not 
find by the x^xt that he kills one man, but ovwthrows (everal in 
his fury, and then retreats: So that one would imagine he invoked 
the mules only to defcribe his retreat. 

But upon a nearer viewr we (hall find that H&mer (hews a com- 
mendable partiality to his own countreymen and hero Agamcm' 
mn : he feems to detra& from the greatncfs of HeGor^i a^iontf, 
by a(cribing them to Jnfher ; whereas jfgamenmon conquers by 
Che dint of bravecy : and chat this is a juft obfervation, will ap» 
pear by what follows. Tho(e Greeks that fall by thefword of Hec^ 
tor, he pafles over as if they were all vulgar men : he (ays nothing 
of them but that they dy'd s and only briefly mentions their 
TOjmh as if he endeavoured to conceal the overthrow of theC7r^r*/, 

G 3 But 
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jtjJktfSi DohfSy and AutimoUs ifi, 
390 Ofttes next was added to their iide» 

Then brave Hipfoams fam'd in man^ a %ht«. 

Ofheltiusy Qmsy funk to endkfi nighty 

Mfymnui^ Agdam s all chiefs of name 1 

The reft were vulgar deaths, unknown to fiune^ 
39$* As when a weftern whirlwmd» charg'd with flormi» 

Difpels the gathered clouds that ^t$m forms i. 

The guft continued, violent and ftronj^ 

Rolls iable clouds in heaps on heaps along $ 

Now to the skies the foaming billows rears, 
400 Now breaks the furgc, and wide the bottom bares* 
- Thus raging HtBcr, with refifllefs hands, 

O'ertums, confounds, and fcatters all their bands. 

Now the laft ruin the whole hoil: appalls 5. 

Now Qretc^ had trembled in her wooden walls i 



But when he fpeaks of hi^ favourite Agamemnon^ he expatiatfi 
and dwelU upon hi$ a6tions s and fliews usi that thofe that fell by 
his hand were all men of di^ftion? Aich as were the iocs of 
Srlanh of Antmor, and Antimachm. *Tis tiue»H€£hr kill'd as ma' 
ny leaders of the Greeks as ^amemnon of the ThjoHSf and more 
of the common fbidiers s hut by particulaiizing the deaths of the 
chiefs of Trojfi he kts the deeds of Agameamm in die (fanoQgeft 
point of light> and by his (ilence in re(pe& to the leaders whom 
BeQor flew; he cafU a flude over the greatneis of the a^on> and 
comfic^ently it appears Ie& confpKuoi^K 

But 
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Pf But wife XJfyJfes cafl'd T^Mdes forth. 

His foul rgkindlcd^ and awak*d his worth* 

« 

And (land w^ deedkfs, eternal ihame ! 

Till Ht^$ arm. involye the fhips in £^me? 

Hade, let us joii^ ^nd combat fide by iide. 
[lOThe warrior thus, and thus the friend reply ^d. 
No martial toil I ihun,. no danger fearj 

Let lU&w, comei I wait his fury here. 

But Jwt with conquef^ aowns the JUrojan trains 

And, Jcfve our foe, all human force h vain. 
[If Heiigh'di butfighing, ra|s'd his vengeful fleel. 

And from his car the proud Tfymirdm fell: 

Moli(m» the charioteer, purfu*d his Lord» 

His death ennobled hy Ufyps* fword. 

There ilaixt, they left them in eternal night; 
aoThen plung'd amidft the thickef^ ranks of figh^. 



▼. 405*. 'But tnfi Ulyfle* coiled Tydides ybrt*.] There is fome* 
thing inftru^kive in thdfe which feem the mod common pa^es 
of Hrnnny \n^o by makifig the wife Ulyfftt dijreA the braTe AV. 
med in all the enterprizes of the laft book} and by maintaining 
the fame condu^ in this, intended to (hew this rabral. That va* 
lour (hould always be under the guidance of wlQom* Thus in the 
eighth book} when Diamed could Icairce be reftrain'd by the thun- 
der of Jifittr, Nefbr is at hand to moderate his cours^e; aodthif 
hero (eems to have made a very good ufe of thofe inflru&ions ) 
his valour no longer funs out into rafhnefs : tho' he is too brave 
to dedine the fight> ff^ ^ ^ ^ y(^ to fi^ht a^uofi Jtfiter. -> 

.^ :: O4. So 
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So two wild boars outftrip the following hounds. 

Then fwift revert, and wounds rttum for "Nydunds. 

Stem HeBar's cbnquefts in the middle plain * 

Stood chcck'd a while, and Greece rcfpir'd again. 
\1^ The fbns of Mero^s fhone amidft the war ; 

Tow'ringthey rode in one i-efulgent car: 

In deep prophetic arts their father skill*d, 

Had warned his children from the Trojan field ; 

Fate urg'd them on ; the father wam*d in vain, 
|.jO They rufli'd to fight, and perifliM on the plain \ 

Their breafts no more the vital fpirit warms; 

The flern Tydtdes ftrips their (hining arms. 

Hyp'trochus by great XJtyJfes dies. 

And rich Hifpodamus becomes hfs prfze, 
[35* Great Jove from Ide with flaughter fills his fight. 

And level hangs the doubtful fcale of fi^. 

By Tydeus lance Agaftrofhus was flain. 

The far-fam'd hero of Tdtcnifm drain j 

Wing'd with his fears, on foot he flrovc to fly, 
^oHis ^et6s too diilant, and the foe too nighi 

Thro' broken orders, fwifter than the wind. 

He fled, but flying, left his life behind. 

This He£ior ices, as his experienced eyes 

Travcrfe the files, and to the refcuc flics i 

Shouts, 
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145* Shouts, as he paft, the cryftal regions rend. 
And moving armies on \a% march attend. 
Great Diamed himlelf was feiz'd with ftar. 
And thus befpoke his brother of the war. 

Mark how this way yon* bending iquadrons yieJd ! 

tfOThe.ftorm rolls on^ and HeHor rules the fieki : 
Here ftand his utmoft force— The warrior faid j 
Swift at the word, his pond'rous jav'lin fled; 
Nor mifs*d its aim, but where the plumage danc'd, 
Raz'd the fmooth cone, and thence obliquely glaiic'd. 

SS Safe in his helm (the gift oi Thcehfu' hands) 
Without a wound the Trejan hero fUnds 5 
But yet fo ftunn'd, that ftagg'rin^; on the plain. 
His arm and knee his finking bulk fuflanj 
O'er his dim fight the niifly vapours ri£'. 

So And a (hort dorknefs fliadcs his fwimmingeyes. 

V. 447. Greixt Dlomed Umfiff vas f:ix*d with fc^r,"] There 
feems to be fome diffirulry ia thefe words : this brave warrior* 
who h:is frequently met Hciior in the battel, and offered himfclt' 
for the Ijngle combat, is here faid to be feiz'd with fear at the ve- 
ry fight of him : this may be thought nor to agree with his iifual 
b£.'iu\ Iour» and to t^crogatj from the general chamfier of his in- 
trepidity : but we muft remember thut Divried himfclf has bur juft 
told us^ that 'Jnpi::r fcwght agaicft the GrccL.ns \ and that all the 
endeavours of himfelf and XJIyjJcs would be in vain : this feir . 
therefore of Diumcd is far from being din.onourjble > it is not 
ffe&or, but Japtcr of Y'hom he is afraid. ErpMhins* 
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'Il^didis fbUow'd to nffiti: bis Iaii09 > 
While HeBor rofc, rcccwrq^d from the trance, 
Remounts his asr, and herds amidft the crowds 
The Gruk purfucs him, and exults alouS.. ^ 

465* Once more thank Thdbus for thy forfeit breath,. 
Oc thank that fwiftnefs which outftrips the death.. 
Well by AfoUo are thy pray'rs repaid. 
And oft that partial pow'r has lent his aid. 
Thou fhalt not long the death defervM wlthfland, 

470 If any God aflifl TydiJes hand. 

Fly then, inglorious! but thy flight, this day. 
Whole hecatombs' of^ojan ghofb fhall pay. 

Him, while he triumphed, Farh ey'd from far, • 
(The fpouie of Helen, the fair caufe of war) 

475' Around the field his fcather'd fhafts he fcnt. 
From ancient Ilus' ruin'd monuments 
Behind the column placed, he bent his bowi. 
And wing'd an arrow at th' imwary foe j 



V. 476, Ilus* moimment.'] I thought it necel&rf juft to put the 
reader in inind> that the battel ilill continues near the tomb of 
Jfm : by a juft obfervation of that, we niay with pleafure fee the 
various turns of the 6ght, and how every fiep of ground is yfoa, 
^f left} as the armies sure repuls'd or vi&orious* 



J«ft: 
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• JuA as bp ftcx>p'<l, ^f^ifj^'s acft 

[So To feiic, and draw tbe oorfdet from his breft. 

The bow-fbing twaog'd 5 nor flew tbe (haft in vain, 
But picrc'd his fbot» and nail'd it to tbe plain. 
Tbe laughing Tryan, with a joyful fpring 
Leaps from bis ambuib^ and inii^^ tbe King.. 

He 
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To feisie, and draw the cmrfelet from bis breajl.'j 

One would think that the Poet at all times endeavour*d to 
condemn' the ,pra&ce of ftripping the dead, during the heat of 
action ; he fre^uemly defcribes the viSor wounded> whi e he is ^• 
employ'd atout the bodies oi the flain : thus in the prelent book 
"we fee jSgd^mewnumy Dimnedj Uhfffih Elefhemr, atid Enrypjjns, aU 
Hiflfer as they ibrip the men they flew ; and in die fixth book he 
brings in the wife N't/for direftly forbidding it. Ettfiaihitts, 

V.482. 'But pier^d his fiot."] It cannot but be a fatisfa^lion to 
the reader to fee the Poet fmitten with the love of his countrey^r 
axki at all times coiniulting its glory : this day was to be glorious 
to Trcyt but Hom^r takes care .to remove with honour moil of the 
braveft Greeks fiom the field of battel, before the Trojans can con- 
quer» Thus -^gameffmn* I^tome^i ^ ^(xOfs muft bileed^ .before 
tiie Poet can allov his covntreymen to rcrfeat. Eupathius, 

V. 483. 7]&e langkini Trojan.] E^Jiathists la of- opinion chat Ho* 
mer intended to fatyrize in this place the unwarlike behaviour of 
Fan's: fiich an' effeminate laugh and gefture is unbecoming a brave 
T-arrior, but agrees very well with the chara£br of Paris : nor do 
2 remember chat in the whole Iliad any one perfon is defcrib'd in 
iuch an indecent txanipert, tho* upon a much m(»'e gbrious or 
iuccefsful adion. He condodes his ludicrous infult with a cir'- 
cumftance very much to the honour of Diomed, and very much 
to the difadvancage of his own charafter,for be reveals to an enemy 
the fears of Troy> and compares the Cneks to lions> and tlie 2r«- 

G 6 jans 
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485* He bleeds! (he cries) fomc God has Iped mj dart; 
Would the fame God had fixt it in his heart! 
So Tray rclicv'd^om that wide-wafting hand, 
Shall breathe from flaughter, and in combat ftand, 
Whofe fons now tremble at his darted ipear> 

jpo As fcattcr*d lambs the nifhing lion -fear. 

- He, dauntleis, thus : Thou conqu'ror of the fair. 
Thou woman-warrior with the curling hair s 
,Vain archer! trufting to the diftant dart, ' 

Uiiskill'd in arms to adt a manly part ! 

5'p5'Thou haft but done what boys or women canj 
Such hands may wound, but noct incenfe a man. 
Nor boaft the icratcfa thy feeble arrow gave, 
A coward's weapon never hurts the brave. 
Not fb this dart, which thou may'ft one day feel 5 

5'0O Fate wings its flight, and death \^ on the fteel. 
Where this but lights, ibmc noble life expires. 
Its touch makes orphans, bathes the cheeks of fires. 
Steeps earth in purple, gluts the birds of au:. 
And leaves fiich objects as diftrad^ the fair, 

iims to (heep. Diomed is the very reverfe of him ; he defpifef 
and leflens the wound he receiv'd, and in the naidil of his pain, 
would not gratify his enemy with the littk joy he night give him 
try letting him know it, 

p. 

Vfyfes 
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S^l Vlyffts haftens with a trembling Heart, 

Before him fteps, and bending draws the dart: ff^^ /S<Xc< 
Forth flows the Hood, an ea ger pang fiicceedsi fu ih^^mjU^ 
Tydiiks mounts, and to the navy fpecds. 
Now on the field XJifJfes ftands alone, 
y TO The Greeks aS fled, the Trojans pouring on; 
But fbnds coUe£bed in himielf and whole. 
And queftions thus his own unconquer'd ibuL 

What further fubtcrfugc, what hopes remain? 
What fhame, inglorious if I quit tho plain? 
rij" What danger, fingly if I fbnid the ground, - 
Uy friends all fcattcr'd, aU the foes around? 
Yet wherefore doubtful? let this truth fufficei 
The brave meets danger, and the coward flies : 
To dicy or conquer, proves a hero's heart i 
^O And knowing this> I know a foldier's part. 
Such thoughts revolving in his careful breaft. 
Near, and more near, the fliady cohorts preft i 

V. 5*1 2. Jind qniflions thns his ntn f$nconqrter'd fifth'] This is a 
paflSige which very much ibrikcs me ; we have here a brave hero 
making a noble Ibliloquy, or rather calling a coundl within him- 
(elfj when he was (in^ t^ encounter an army : 'ds impoiUble for 
the reader not to be in pain for fb gallant a man in Aich an im- 
minent danger ; he mirift be impatient for the event, and his whole 
curiofiry muft be awakened 'till he knows the face of Ulj/Jfesy who 
fcornVl to By, rh& ipoompafs'd by an army. 

Thcfe, 
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Thefe, in the warrior, their own fate inclojEe;- 

And round him deep the fteely circle grows, 

yiy So fares a boar, whpm all the troop fiurounds 

Of fhouting huntimen and of clamorous hounds;. 

He grinds his iv/ry tusks i )be fo^ras with ire» 

His ianguine eyeballs glare with living iSre^ ~ 

By thefe, by thpfc, on ev'rj part i^ P^y.^^i , 

530 And the rod ilaughter ipre^s on pv'rj ikjci. 

Pierc'd thro' the ihouldcr, firft~l?ew^/ Mi. 

Next Entwmus and Thorn funk to hdU 

Cherjidamas^ beneath the naval tbru^ 

Fall prone to-earth, and gr^s the bloody duib 

f^^Charo^, the fon of Hiffafifs^ Vfzs near: 

Ufyjfes readied him with the fatal ipcar : 

But to his aid' his brother Sochs flies, 

SccHs, the brave, the gen'rous> and the wife: 

Near as he drew, the warrior thus be^m 

J40 O great UlyJfeSy much-enduring man ! 

Not deeper skilled in cv^vy martial flight. 

Than worn to toils, and aftive in the fi^t! 

This day two brotherjs fhaU thy con^ueft grace;, 

And end at once the great Hif^Jim race^ 

^45 Or thou beneath this lance mufl preis the field ■ ■■■ 

He iaid, and forceful picrc'd las ipacious ihield , 

Thro 
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Thro' the ^ong brafi the ringiag javelui thrown, 
Plpw'd half his fide, and bar'd it to the bone. 
By TalUs* care, the Spe^^ thp' deep infix'd^ 

;'j'0 Stop'd ihort of life, nor with his entrails mix'd. 
The wound not mortal wiie Ufyjfes knew* 
Then furious thus, (bwt firft fonae fteps withdrew.) 
Unhappy man! whoie death our hands ihall grace! 
Fate calb thee hence, and finifh'd is thy race* 

'ffNo longer check my conquefts on the foe j 
But piercM by this, to cndlefs darknefs go, 
And add one fpedre to the realms below ! 



v.. j'4J?. TSy Pallas* care^ It is a juft oWervationj that there is 
no moral fb evidcnt> or fh fonftanriy carry'd on through the niadt 
as the neceility mankind at all times has of divine afllflance. No- 
thing is performed with fuccefs,. without particular mention of< 
this i Hehor is not ^y'd £rom a dart without JlpoUih or Vlyjfes 
'w'lihout Minerva. Horner is perpetually acknowledging the hand, 
of God in all events, and afcribing to that only, all the vi^ries, 
triumphs, rewards, or puniOimenes of men. Thus the grand mo- 
ral he laid down at the entrance of his poem, tu^e J^ •TiAi/f7»'. 
JlWkii\ 2%^ w»V/ of God was fuifiWdi runs thro* his whole work, and 
is with a moft remarkable care and condu£l put into the mouths 
of his greateft and wifeft perfbns on every occafion. 

Homer generally makes fome peculiar God attend on each hero : 
For the andents beUev'd that every man had his j^nicular tutelary 
deity; thefe in £icceeding times were called Damons or Gemi^-viho 
(as they thought) were given to men at the hour of their birth, 
and dire6led the whole courfe of dieir lives. See Cebis's TaiUt, 
Mmander, as he is dted by jtnmuanns MarttthmSi Hyles them- 
IkvgivSsi^ jf^i tbf hmjtbleimifs of life*. 
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He (poke, while 5i)W5 fciz'd with fuddcn fright. 

Trembling gave way, and tum'd his back to flight, 
5*60 Between his (houlders pierc'd the following dart. 

And held its paflage thro* the panting heart. 

Wide in his brcaft appeared the grifly wound; 

He falls ^ his armour rings againft the ground. 

Then thus Ulyjjjesj gating on the ilain. 
J'6j'Fam*d fbn of Haffafus ! there prefs the plains 

There ends thy narrow fpan afiign'd by fate, 

Heav*n owes Ulyjfes yet a longer date. 

Ah wretch ! no father fhall thy corps compofe. 

Thy dying tyts no tender mother clofe, 

5'70 But hungry birds (hall tear thofc balls away. 

And hov'ring vultures icream around their prey. 

Mc 

V. j-^j-. Fam'dfin of Hippafus.] Homn has been blam'd by 
fome late ccnfurers for making his heroes addrefs difconrfcs oinhe 
dead. Dacier replies> that Paffion dictates thefe fpeeches, and it 
is generally to the dying, not to the dead} that they are addrefs'd. 
However, one may fay, that they are often rather refle£lions, than 
jnfults. Were it otherwife, Homer deferves not to be cenfured for 
ibigning what hrftories have reported as truth. We find in Plar 
torch that ^Mark Anthctiy upon fight of the dead body of 'Brutmst 
ftopp'd and rcproach'd him witfi the death of his brother Cairns 
whom 'BrMtns had kill'd in Macedonia in revenge for the murder 
of Cicero, I muft confeG I am not altogether pleas'd with the 
railleries he fometimes ules to a vanquiHi'd warrior ; which in- 
humanities if fpok'en to the dying, would I chink be yet worfe 
Than after they were dead. 

V. 571. And hov*ring vnltnres fiream arotmd their frey."] Thil 
'x9 pot literally trandaced, what the Poet fays giv^f us the mofi 

lively 
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Me Greeee ihall honour^ when I meet my doom, 

With fblemn fun'rals and a kfHng tomb. 

Then raging with intolerable fmart* 
rHe writhes his body, and extra^s the dart. 

The dart a tide of ipouting gore purjfli'd, 

And gladden'd Trey with fight of hoftile blood. 

Now troops on troops the fainting chief invade. 

Forced he recedes*, axid loudly calls for. aid. 
^ Thrice to its pitch his lofty voice he rcftrs > 

The well-»known voice thrice Meaekm hears : 

Akrm'dj to jijitx TeUman he cfy'd, 

Who (hares his labours, and defends his fide, 

O friend ! Ufyjjej* Ihouts invades my car j 
'DiftrefiM he (eems^ and no a/nibnce ne^ : 



Uvdjj^pi^hirc imaginable of the vultures.inthe aA of tearing thel? 
prey with their bills ; They beat the body with their wings as 
riiey rend it, which is a very natural drcuxnfbnce» but fcarce pof- 
fihk to be copy'd by a tranflator without lofing the beauty of it. 
V. 572. Me Greece Jhali bommr tfhm- 1 meet my doomt. With fo- 

lmm.fun*rah, ] We may fee kom. fuch paBjiges as theie that 

hcMiours paid to the afhes of the diead have baen greatly valued ia 
all ages: This pofthumous honour was paid as a publick acknow- 
ledgment that the perfbn deceased had deferv'd well of his oountry> 
and oonfequently was an incitement to the living to imitate his. 
a&ions : In this view there is no man but would be ambitious of 
them> not as they are teftjmoniti o£ dtles or riches, but of difbn*' 
guiih'd merit. . 



Strong 
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Strong as lie IS jf j yet* one oppps'd to all. 
Opprefs'd hj muldtttdei, the heft, xxaj fill 
Greece, robb'd of hkn, muft bid her boA$ defpar. 
And feel a lofs, not ages can repair* 

f^O Then, where the cry direds, his coarfi he beodif 
Great Ajax, like the God of war, attends. 
The prudent chief in iore diAsefi they foani. 
With bands of fiiriouft2H^Vf«i compafi'd round*. 
As when fbmc fauntfinan with a AymgCfeu, 

5'9f Fh>m the blind thicket wounds a ftatelj deer.) 
Down his deft £de whUe &ctk the l^lood difljUf » 
He bounds 2lgft» 4Pd i^uds fyitx^ hills to hilU: 
Till life's warm yqpoitt i^oii^ tluro*^ tfac;^ yroinu^ 
Wild mountain-wolves the fainting beaft fiirroondf 

goo Juft as their jaws his proib-ate limbs invade* 
The lion rufhes thro' the wppdland fhad^ 

y. 5'9i. Gresi Ajax> like the God tf Waryottemds^ The fileooe ^ 
other heroes on many oocafions is very beaudfiil in £GMwr, hoc pe- 
culiarly io iTk Aj4ah who is a gallant rough fbldier* and readier to 
2& than to ipeaik : The prefent neceffity o£ Uljffts requii'd toxh t 
behaviour* fit the leaft delay might have been fital to him : A^ 
therefore complying hoth -vyith his own indinatiions* and the ur- 
gent condition of Uljiffisy makes no reply to Me^lams» but imine- 
cfiately hafiens to his relief. The reader will obierve how jufily 
the Foet maintains this charaSer of Jijate throughout the whole 
Jfiad> \eho is often filent when he has an oppOTQiniity to fpeaka 
and when he fpeaks; 'tis like a foldieri with a.mar^ lify a&dal". 
ways with brevity. Em/iathimf. 

The 
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Tlie wolves, tho' hungry, fcour diipers'd awajf 
The lordly favage vindicates his prey. 
VijiJfu thus, unconq^uer'd by his pains*. 

>j' A fingle warrior, half an hofl £iilains : 
But ibon as Ajtus heaves Vi% tow'r-like (hield* 
The fiatter'd crowds fly frighted o'er the ficjdi 
jtrid$s* arm the finking hero fhtys, 
And fiv'd from numbers^ to his car conveys. 

;o Vidhxrious Ajulk plies the routed crewi. 
And firft Dmjdm^ ^Uim^i Ioq, he (lew. 
On ftroogi l^miiKm nuext infliAs a wound. 
And lays h/Jtrndm^ Heeding on the grwikL. 
^ when a torrent, fwell'd with wintry rains,' 

\r Pours from the mountains o'er the delug'd plains,' 
And ^iocs and oaks, from their foundations torn, 
A country's ruins ! to th^ feas are bom :- 
Fierce Ajux thus o'erwheln^ the yielding throngs. 
Men, deeds, and chariots, xoU in heaps along. 

^ But BiSm^ from, this ibene of (laughter ^, 
Rag'd on the lefi^ ^ rul'd the tide of war: 
Loud groans proclaim his |^ogi:efs thro' the plain. 
And deq> Sciummdet fwells with heaps of (lain. 
There Nefior and Idomeneus oppofp 

^S The wanior's fury, there the battel glowss 
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There fierce on foot, or from the chariot*s height, 

His fword deforms the beauteous ranks- of fight. 

The ipoufe of Helen dealing darts around. 

Had pierced Macham with a diflant wound : 
^30 In his right (houlder the broad fliaft appear'd. 

And trembling Greece for her Phyfician fcar'd. 

To Keflgr then Jdcnttneus begun ; 

Glory of Greece, old Neletts* valiant fbn ! 

Afccnd thy chariot, hade with fpeed away, 
63 f And great M4chaw9' to thefliips convey. 

A wife Phyfician, skill'd our wounds to hcal^ 

Is more than armies to the publick weal. 



V. 6^6i Amfe Phyfician,'] The Poet pa0e8 a very fignal com- 
mendation upon Phyfidans : The army had feen feveral of the hra- 
vefl of rheir heroes wounded* ^ec were not (b much difpiriced for 
them aUi as chey were at the fmgle danger of Macham : But the 
perfon whom he calls a Phyfician feems rather to be a Sni^geoo* 
The cutting out of arrows, and applying anodynes Wmg the pror 
vince of the latter : However (as Enfiathius fays) we mufl con- 
clude that Macham was both a Phyficidn and Surgeon, and that, 
thofe two profeffions were .pra£kifed by one perfon. 

It is reafbnable to think, from the frequency of their wars* that 
the profeffion in thofe days was. chiefly chirurgical: dlfm fays exr 
preflly that the DUtetk was lonf after invented j but that iitatr/ 
was in great efteem and prance, appears from the floriea of J/«r 
deai CrrcCi &c We often find mention among the moft ancient 
writers, of women eminent in that art > as of uf gametic in tias 
very book, v. 876. who is (aid (like Sokmon) to have known the 
virtues of every plant that grew on the earth, and of Poijdofim* 
M th« fourth book of the Odjjfcis, v. 227, dr. 

HtmeTt 
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Old J>leftor mounts the feat : Beiide him rode 
The wounded oflfepring of the healing God. 

40 He lends the lafh > the fleeds with founding feet 
Shake the dry field, and thunder tow'rd the fleet. 

But now Cehionesy from He^or's car, 
Survey'd the various fortune of the war. 
While here (he cry'd) the Bying Greeks are {lain 3 

^S 'Bojam on Trojans yonder load the plain. 
Before great Jfyw, fee the mingled throng 
Of men and chariots driv'n in heaps along! 
I know him well diftinguilh'J o'er the field 
By the broad glitt'ring of the fev'nfold fliidd, 

fO Thither, O HeBor, thither urge thy fleeds 5 
There danger c2^St and there the combat bleeds, * 
There horfe and foot in mingled deaths unite. 
And groans of (laughter mix with (bouts of fight. 



Homer, I believc> knew all that was known in his time of the 
praftice of thefe arts. His methods of extrafting of arrows* 
flanching of bkx)d by the bitter root> fomenting of wounds with 
warm water, applying proper bandages tnd remedies, are aM ac- 
cording to the true precepts of an. There are likewife feveral 
paflages in his works that fliew his knowledge of the virtues of 
plants* even of thofe qualities which are commonly (though per- 
haps erroneoufly j afcribed to them, as of the Mdj agalnft en- 
duntixients > the wUbw wbidi Caufes barreniieis> the ne^en^ 
thCi Sec 



^ Thus 



\ 
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Thus liaviag fpoke, the driver's kfh refbundss 
6SS Swift thro' the ranks the rapid chariot bdunds ; 
Stung by the ffa*oke> the couriers fcour the fields« 
O'er heaps of carcafles^ and hills of (hldds. 
The horfes hoofs are bath'd in heroes gore^ 
And dafhing, purple all the car before, 
660 The gi!oaning axle fable drops diftills. 

And mangled carnage clogs the rapid wheels. 
Here HeBor plunging thro' the thickeft fight. 
Broke the dark Phalanx j, and Jet in the light: 
(By the long lancie, the iword, or ponderous floncv 
66s '^^ ""^^^ ^^^ fcatter'd, and the troops o'erthrown) 
Ajax he fliuns, thro* all the dire debate. 
And fears that arm, whofe force he felt fe late. 
But partial y<yve eipoufing Herat's port. 
Shot heav*n-bred horror thro' the GrecMs heart j 

Qmfiis'd, 



V. 668. 3Ht partial Jave,&c.'] The addrefs of 'H§mer in bring- 
iog off* u4jaM with deceocy is admirable : He makes Heffor afraid 
to approach him : He brings down Jttpiter himfelf to terrify him: 
fo that he retreats not from a mortal) but from a God. 

This whole pafl^e is inimitably jufi and beaudful: we feejijax 
drawn in the moft bold and (farong oolours} axid in a manner aUve 
in the defcription. We fee him (lowly and fullenly retreat between 
two armies, and even with a look repuUe the one, and proted the 
other : There is not one line but what relembles Ajax ; the clia- 
rafler of a ftubborn but undaunted warrior is perfeftly maintain'd, 
and mufi firike the reader at the firft view. He compares hSm 

fird 
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3 Confiis'd, unilcrv'd in He^oi^s preicnce grown, 
Amaz'd he flood, with terrors not his own. 



0'e< 



*firfl to the Lion for hi< undauntednefi in fighdng* and then to the 
Afs for his (hibborn flownefs in retreating; tho' in die latter com- 
{oriibn there are many other points of likenefs that enliven the 
image : The havock he makes in the field is reprelented by the 
tearing and trampHng down the hanreib ; and we fee the bulk, 
firength, and obftlnacy of ±e hero» when the Trcjant in relpe^ to 
him are compared but to troops of boys that impotently endeavour 
to drive him away. 

Et^athim is filent as to thofe obje^lions which have been rais'd 
•a^nft this lafi (imile* for a pretended want of delicacy : This 
alone is convi^lion to me that they are all of a later date : For elfe 
be^would not have fail'd to have vindicated his favourite Poet in a 
pa£&ge that had been applauded many himdrcds of yearSf and (bod 
die tefi of ages. 

But Monfieur Datier has done it very well in bis remarks upon 
^rijhtte, " In the time of Homer (fays that author) an AIs was 
** not in fuch circumllances of contempt as in ours : The name of 
** that animal was not then converted inta a term of reproach^ 
■*< but it was a beafi upon which Kings and Princes might be (een 
*< with dignity. And it will not be very, difaeet to ridicule this 
*' comparilbn» which the holy fcripture has put into the mouth 
*< of Jacohi who hys in the benedi^on of his children* Iflachar 
«« fl:aU he as afirnu Afs*** Monfieur de la Motte allows this 
.point, and excules nwier for his choice of this animal, but is un- 
happily difgufled at the cii;cumfbnce of the hyst and the obflinate 
^luttohy of the Ais, which he fays are images too mean to repre- 
lent the dctcrmiA*d Vakxir of Ajax, and the fury of his entoiies. 
It is aniwer*d by Madam l)aaer, that what Homer h*re imagines. 
is not the |;luttony« but the patience, the obflinacy} and ftrength 
of the afs (as Ettflaihins had before otferv'd.) To judge rightly of 
comparifbns, we are not to examine if the fubje£fc from whence 
they arc derived be great or little, noble or familiar : but we are 
principally to confider if the image produced be dear and lively, if 
the Poet has the ikill to dignify it by poetical words, and if it 

perfeaiy 
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O'er his broad back his moony (hield he threw. 
And glaring round, by tardy fteps withdrew. 



Thus 



yWft^y paints the thing it is intended to reprelent. A company 
of boys whipping a top is very far from a great and noUe fubjeft* 
yet Virgil has not (crupled to draw from ic a limllitude whidi ad* 
mjrably exprefles a Princefs in the violence of her paflkm. 

Cen qnondam torto volitans ftfb verbere tufboy 
^ittfm fueri magna in gyro vacua atria circum 
Jntmti ludo exercenti ille aStu hahena 
Cnrvatisfertur fpatiis : Jfnpet infcta ft^a 
' ImpMhefqne'manm-, mirata vcltdnle hftxkm: 

Dofit animes plag€ — &c. . JEu, lib.7# 

However, upon the whole) a tranflatbr owes Vq mudi to die t^ 
of the age in which he lives, as not to make too great a comple- 
ment to a former -, and this induced me to omit the mention of 
the word Jlfs in the tranflation. I believe the reader will pardon 
me, if on this occafion I tranicribe a pailage from Mr. 'BmleJ^ 
notes on Longtnms 

" There is nothing (fays he) that more difgraces a compofition 
•* than the u(e of mean and vulgar words j inlbmuch that (gene- 
«< rally fpeaking) a mean thought exprefs'd in noble terms, is more 
« tolerable, than a Tioble thought exprefs'd in mean ones. The 
« reafon whereof is, that all the world are not capable to judge 
« of the juftnefs and force of a thought ; . but there's force any 
** man who cannot, efoecially in a living language, perceive the 
** leaft meannefs of words. Neverthelefs, very few -writers are 
« free from this vice : Lmginns accufes Herodotmss the moft polite 
« of all the Greek Hiftorians, of this defeaj and Livy» Saihft,ind 
" ytrgii have not efcaped the fame cenfure. Is it not flien very 
*' furprizinga that no reproach on this account has l)een ever 
<« caft upon Homer ? though he has composed two poems each 
" more voluminous than the c/Ena'd i apd thougli no author 
** whatever has defended more frequently than he into a derail 
of little particularities j yet he never ufts terms which are 
not noble, or if he ufes "hUmble words or phrafes, it 
«.i« with fo much art, that, a^ Dht^us obfen'es, they 

X » hetorni 
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Thus the grim lion his retreat maintains) 
7f Befet with watchful dogs, and fhouting fwains. 
Repulsed by numbers from the nightly fhlls, 
Tho' rage impells him, and tho' hunger calls. 
Long ibnds the fhowVing darts, and miflile fires $ 
Then fbVrly (low th' indignant beaft retires. 
80 So tum'd flcrn Ajax^ by whole hofts repell'd. 
While his fwoln heart at ev'ry ftep rebeli'd. 

As the flow beaft with heavy (hrength indu'd> 
In iame wide field by troops of boys purfu'd* 



* become noble and harmonious. Undoubteilyf i? th^e had Wm 
** any caufe to charge him with this iwlti Lmginm had fpared him 
•* no more than Herodotus, We may learn from hence the igno- 
« nmce of thofe modern aiticksi Who refolving to judge of the 
•* Greek without the knowledge of it, and never reading Ho»»«r but 
« in low and inelegant <tranflation8> impute the meannefles of his 
« tranflators 10 the Poet himfelf ; and ridiailouHy blame a man 
" who (poke in one language* for (peaking wliat is not elegant 
•< in another. They ought to know that the words of different 
« languages are not always exa£dy corre(pondent ; and it may often 
" happen that a word which is very noble in Gr^^t, cannot be ren^ 
« der*d in another tongue but by one which is very mean. Thus 
** the word apmts in Latint and ap in Englijht are the vileft ima- 
« ginable^ but that which fignifies the fame animal in Greei and 
«« Hebrewi is of dignity enough to be employed on the moft magni- 
« ficent occafiens. In like manner the terms of a kegherd and Coiv- 
«« keeper in our language are infufferablci but tho(e which aniwf r 
«< to them in Creeky cuCdrMt and /&vxox»* are graccfiil and harmo- 
«« nious : and Virgil^ who in his own tongue entitled his Edogs 
«« XMcoUcay w<3iild have been afliamed to have called them in ours, 
** the Dialogues rf Cwikeepers, 

Vol. III. H Tho' 
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Tho' round his fides a wooden tempeft rain, 

68 f Crops the tall har?eft> and lays wafte the plain j 

Thick oh his hide the hollow blows refbund. 
The patient animal maintains his ground* 
Scarce from the fldd with all their efforts chas'd. 
And flirs but (lowly when he K\x^ at lail. 
690 On Ajtix thus a weight of Trojam hung. 
The fbrokes redoubled on his buckler rung; 
Confiding now in bulky firength he fbnds. 
Now turns, and backward bears the yielding bands $ 
Now ftiflf recedes, yet hardly feems to fly, 

69 f And threats his followers with retorted eye. 

Fix'd as the bar between two warring pow'rs. 
While hifling darts defcend in iron (how'rs : 
In his broad buckler many a weapon flood> 
Its fiirface briftled with a quiv'ring wood i 

700 And many a javelin, guiltless on the plam, 

Marks the dry duA, and tbirils for blood in vain. 
But bold E$t9yfflfis his aid imparts. 
And dauntlefs fprings beneath a cloud of darfi i 
Whofe eager javelin launched againfl the fopt 

yoj* Great jff'tfaon felt the fatal blowj 

From his torn liver the red current flow'd. 
And his flack knees dcicrt their dying load. 

The 
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The vi£bar ruflimg to diifpoil the dead. 
From Fms" bow a vengeful arrow fled. 

oFix'd in his nervous thigh the weapon flood, 
Fix'd was the point, but laroken was the wood. 
Back to the lines the wounded Greek retir'dj 
Yet thus, retreating, his afTociatcs fir'd. 

What God, O Gfedmi ! has your hearts difihay'd } 

' S Oh, turn to arms? *tis uijdx claims your aid. ' 
This hour he flands the mark of hoftile rage. 
And this the laft brave battel he (hall wage : 
Hafle, join your forces ,* from the gloomy grave 
The warrior re&ue, and your country five, 

V. 712, 'Bdclf ta the lines the wemded Greek retired,'] We (ee 
here almoft all* the chiefs of the Grecian army withdrawn: Nepor 
and Uiyjfes, the two great counifeUors ; ufgamenmm, Diamed and 
Emjfylns, the bravefl warriors -, all retreated : So that now in this 
neceflity of the Greeks^ there was occafion for the Poet to open a 
new icene of a^on> or elfe the Trojans had been vi6lorious> and 
the Grecians driven from die (hores of Troy, To (hew the difhrefs 
of the Greeks at diis period) from which the poem takes a new 
turn, 'twill be convenient to call a view on the pofture of their 
i&in : AB human aid is cttt off by the wounds of their heroes, 
and all iffiftance from die Gods- forbid by Jmpiter : Whereas the 
Truant fee their general at their head> and Jf^iter himfelf fights 
on their fide. Upon this hinge turns the whole poem; thedifbefs 
of the Greeks occafions firfl the aflifbnce of Patroclns, and then the 
death of that hero draws on the retuf n of Achilles. It is with 
great art that the Poet condu£b all thefe inddents: He lets Achilles 
have the pleafure of fering that the Greeks were no longer able to 
carry on the war without his afliflance : and upon this depends 
the great cstafirophe of the poem. Enftathins* 

H 1 
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.720 Tkus urg'd the chief; a gen'rous troop appears. 
Who ipread their bucklers, and advance their ipears, 
To guard their wounded friend : While thus thej &zsA 
With pious care, great Ajtix joins the band : 
Each takes new courage at the hero's fight j 

^jXj^lihthao ttSMcs, and^^enews the fight. 

anhus rag'd both armies like <x>nflidting fires. 
While Ne/kr*s chariot far from fight retires : 
His couriers fieep'd in fweat, and fhun'd with gore, 
The Gredis preierver, great Machaon bore. 

730 That hour, jiehiUes from the topmoA height 
Of his proud fleet, o'erlook'd the fields of Bii^ ; 
His feafied eyes beheld around the plain 
^Yidjrecmn rout, the Haying, and the Ilain. 
His friend Machaon fingled from the reft, 

735* A tranfient pity touch'd Ids vcngefiil breaft. 

Strait 



V. 730. That htttr Achilles, &c] Tho' the refeotindat cfAdtH- 
Us would not permit him to be an 2B0T in the battel, yet his love 
of war inclines him to be a fpe£bcor : And as the Poet did not 
intend to draw the chara6ier of a perfe^ man in AchUkst he makes 
him delighted with the dellru&ion of the Greek^, becaufe itcoQ' 
tpired with his revenge : That refentment, which is the ftibjeS of 
the poem, fliU prevails over all his other pailions, even the love 
of his country j for tho* he begins now to pity his countrymea, 
yet his anger difles thofe tender emotions, and he ieems pleas'd 
with their diftrefs^ becaufe he judges it will contribute to his glo- 
ry. Euftathi$$s, 

w. 734. His friend Machaon^ 6cc] It may be' ask'd why Ua- 
z chsm 
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Strait to MtfH€tt$Hs' much-Iov'd fbn he &nty 

Graceful as Mur/, Fatrocius quits his tent> 

(In evil hour ! Then fate decreed his doom ; 

And fix'd the date of all his woes to come !) 
74^ Why calls my &iend ? thy lov'd injundUons hj,- 

Whatever thy will, Tatroclm ffiaU obey. 
O fixA of friends ! (PeHdes thus rcply'd) 

Still at my heart, smd ever at my iide ! 

The time is come, when yon* deipairing hoft • 
45" Shall learn the value of the man they lofl: 

Now at my knees the Gndis ihall pour their moanr 

And proud jinidts tremble on his throne. 

tham is the only perfbn whom AchiUes pitiet ? Enfiathims aor 
fwerSf that it was either becauf^ he was his countryman, a Thef- 
falian > or becaufe c^fcmL^imsy the £uher of Machamt prefided 
over phyfick> the profdfion of hU preceptor Chirm, But perhaps 
it may be a better reafbn to fay that a Phyfician is a puhtick good, 
and was valued by the whole army ;. and it is not improbable but 
he might have cured AchtHes of a wound during the courfe of the 
Tri^an wars. 

v. 746. Now at n^ knees the Greeks fhall pomr their moan.'] The 
Poet by putting thefe words into the mouth of Achilles, leaves 
room for a iecond embafly} and ((ince Achilles himfelf mentions it) 
one may think it would not have been unfuccefsful > But the Poet, 
by I more happy management, makes Ifis friend Patrochu the ad- 
vocate of the Creeks, and by that means his return becomes his 
own choice. This condud admirably maintains the chara6^er of 
AchilleSi who does not afiift the Grteks thro* his kindnefs to themj 
but horn a defire of revenge upon the Trojans : His prefent anger 
for the death of his friend,, blots. out the former one. for the injury 
of Aiamemwm ; and as he ieparaeed from the army in a rage^ fb» 
he joins it again in the like difpofitidn. EnfiatUm* 

H J G* 
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Go now to l^tfior^ and from him -be tai^ht 
What wounded warrior late his chariot broi^ht \ 

75*0 For fecnat difhoce^ and but ieea behind. 
His form recalled Mftdfow to may minds 
Nor. could I, thro' yon' cloud, diicem his £ace» 
The courfers paft me with fo fwift a pace. 
The hero faid. His friend obeyed with ha(lc;» 

yff Thro' intermingled (hips and tents he pftfti 
The chie& descending from their car he found i 
The panting bleeds Eufyme^n unbound. 
The.warricHr's ibnding on the breet/ ihore^ 
To dry their f)«rcat, and wafh away the gore* 

760 Here paus'd a moment, while the gentle gale 
Convey 'd that .freibnefs the cool feas eschalci 
Then to confult on farther methods went, 
And took their ieats beneath the fhady tent. 
The draught prefcrib'd, fair Hecamede prepares* 

y6f Arfinmi^ daughter, grac'd with golden hairs : 



V. 7^3. And tock their fe^its bemeath the Jkaify tfHt,"] The Foet 
here fieals away the reader from the battel* and relieves him hf 
the defcriptioii of Neficr's entercaimneot. I hope to be paidoo'd 
for haviDg more than once repeated this obiervation, which ex- 
tends to ieveral paflages of Hom.r. Without this piece of coQ« 
4a&, the frequency and length of his battels might fatigue the 
reader^ who could sot fo long be delighted with contiiiued fcenei 
«f blood. 

(Whom 
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(Whom to his s^ arms, a royal flave, 
Greece, as the prize of Neftor's wUclom, ga^) 
A table firft with azure feet ihc placed ,• 
Whole ample orb a brazen charger grac'd : 

JTOHoncj new-prefs*d, the facred flow'r of wheat, . 
And wholfbme garlick crown'd the fav'ry treat. 
Next her white hand an antique goblet brings, 
A goblet facred to the lykan Kings, 
From cldcft times: embofs'd with fluds of gold, 

775* Two feet fupport it, and four handles holdj 

On each bright handle, bending o'er the brink. 

In fculptur'd gold, two turtles feem to drink : 

A maiiy weight, yet hcav*d with cafe by him. 

When the fartsk Neftar ovorlook'd the brim. 

Tcmper'd 

V. 773. jt goilet fdcrtd to tkt Pylian Kj^fS'*! There arefome 
who can find ouc a myfiery in the plained things ; they can fee 
what the author never meant} and explain him into the greateft 
oblcuritJes. Emftathins here givfi ui a very extraordinary inftance 
of this nature : The bowl by an allegory figures the World j the 
fpherical form of it reprelents its roundnefs j the Creek word, 
which fignifies the Dovesy being IpellM almoft like the I'letades, it 
faid to mean that cpnftellation j and becau/e the Poet tells us the 
bowl was ftudded with gold j thofc ftuds muft needs imply the 

ftars. 

V. 778. Tet heav'd with eafe hy him.'] There has ever been a 
great difpute about this paflage ; nor is it apparent for what rea- 
fon the Poet (hould tell us that Nejior, even in his old age, could 
more eafily lift this bowl than anf other man. This has drawn a 
great deal of raillery upon the old man, as if he had learn'd to lift 
ic by frequent ufe ; an infinuation that Nefior was no enemy to 

H 4 wine. 
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»8o Tempered in this, tHe Nymph of form divine 
Pours a laigc pot'on of the Vrammmi wincj 

wine. Others with more juftice to hia charaficr have put another 
conflniflion upon the words, which (blves the improbability very 
mrjrally. According to this opinion, the word which is ufually 
fuppofcd to fignify another many is renderM andihtr old many mean- 
ing MMhatn, whole wound made him incapable to lift it. This 
would have taken away the difficulty without any violence to the 
conftruftioD. But Ettjiatkifu tells us, the propriety of fpeech 
^ftpuld require the word to be> not «ax^ but Yn/^ when (poken 
pm of twa But why then may it not fignify any other old men * 
VW781. Fmrs a large potimt.'] The potion which Heeamede here 
prepares for Machaeni has been thought a very extraordinary one 
in the caie of a wounded perfbn, and by fbme criricks held in the 
fame degree of lepvce with the balfam of Fisrahas in Dm ^xok 
But it is rightly obferved by the commentators, that Machaon was 
not Co dangeroufly hurt, as to be obliged to a different regimeA 
from what he might ufe at another time. Homsr had juft cold us 
that he flay'd on the (ea-fide to refreOi himfHf, and he now enters 
into a long converfation with Nefimr ; neither of wbicfa would 
have been done by a man in any great pain or danger ; his lofs of 
blood and fpirits might make him not Co much in fear of a fea- 
ver, as in want of a cordial; and accordingly this potion is rather 
alimentary than medicinal^ If it had been dire^y improper in 
this cafe, I cannot- help fancying that Homer would not have fail'd 
to tell us of Maihac»*8 xej^'mg it. Yet after all, Ibme anfwer 
may be made even to the grand obje£lion, that wine was too in- 
flammatory for a wounded man. Hippocrates allows wine in acute 
cafes, and even without water in cafes of indigeftion. He fays in- 
deed in his book of ancient medicine, that the ancients were ig- 
norant both of the good and bad qualities of win<( : and yet the 
potion here prefcrib'd will not be allow'd by phyiicians to be aa 
infhnce that they were fb ; for wine might be proper for Ma- 
chaorii not only as a cordial, but as an opiate, jifclepiadesy a phyfi- 
cian who flpurifh'd at Rome in the time of Pampeyy prefcrib'4 
wine in feavers, and evc'n iQ phrenzies to caufe fleep. Calim Att- 

Witk 
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With goat's-milk cheefe a flav'rous tafte beftows,. 

And laft with flour the fmiling ilirface fbows. 

This for the wounded Prince the dame prepares > 
7^5* The cordial bev'rage rev'rend Neficr (hares : 

Salubrious draughts the warrior's third allay. 

And pleafing conference beguiles the daj. 
Mean time TfUroclusy by Achilles fent. 

Unheard ^proach'd, and flood before the tent. 
'90 Old Sejhr rifing then^ the hero led 

To his high feat i the chief refiis'd, and iaid« 
'Tis now no fcaibn for thefe kind delays i 

The great Achilles with impatience Aays. 

To great Achilles this refpeffc I owe^ . 
pj* Who asks what hero, wounded by the foe. 

Was born fromv combat by thy foaming fteeds f 

With grief I lee the great Msuhaen bleeds. 

This to report, my hafly courjfe I bend> 

Thou know'ft the fiery temper of my friend. , 
00 Cm then the fbns of Greece (the iage rejok'd} 

Exdtfi compaflion in Ach/Ue^ mind ? 

Seekf 



T. 8oo. Cm tbm thtfius rf Greece> &c'] It is cuftomary wick 
ckofe who tnnflatie or commeiu on an auchor, to ufe him at they 
dp their miArels ; they can fee no faulti , or convert his very 
£iiulu into beauties i but I cannot be fb partial to Hmert as to 
ima^ioe chat chi« fpctch of Nefiw'i is not grtady Uameable for 

Br ^^ 
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Seeks he the fbrrows of our hoft to know ? 
This is not hsdf the ftory of our woe. 
Tell him> not great Machaon bleeds alone« 
Scj* Our hraveft heroes in the navy groan i 

being too long ; he crouds incident upon incident, and when he 
fpeaks of himfelf, he expatiates upon his own great afiaaos, very 
naturally intlecd to old agc> but unfeafonaWy in the prefent junc- 
ture. When he comes to fpeak of his killing the Ion of jingias, 
he is fo pleas'd with hiinfelf> Aat he forgets the diftreii of the ar- 
my, and cannot leave his favourite fubjeft till he has given us the 
pedigree of his relations, his wife's name, her excellence, the com- 
mand he bore, and die fury with which he aflaulted him. Thefe and 
many other c'rdumftances, as they have no vifible allufion to the 
defign of the fpeeoh,feem to be unfortunately introduc'd. In flioit, 
I tliink they are not Xo valuable upon any other account, as be- 
caufe they prelerve a piece of ancient hiftory, which had other- 
wife been loft. 

What tends yet fwther to make this flory feem abfurd, is what 
Tatroclus faid at the beginning of the fpeech, that he had not leifirre 
even to ft down i (6 that Nefitr detains him in the tent Ibndijig} 
during the whole narration. 

They that are of the contrary opinion obferve, that there is a 
great deal of art in fome branches of the difcourfe j that when 
Nffor tells' Patrocltts how he had himfelf difobey'd his father's 
commands iof the fitke of his country -, he £iys it to make jtddUes 
refleS that he di(bbe)'s his father by the contrary behaviour : that 
what he did himfelf was to retaliate a fihall injury, hutjfdnlfesbf 
^htiag may fave the Grecian army. He mentions the wound of 
jigamemnm at the very beginning, with an intent to give Achilla 
a little revenge, and that he may know how much hisgreateft ene- 
my has fufFer'd by his abfence. There are many other arguments 
brought in the defence of particular parts j and it may not be from 
the purpofc to obfefve, that Neftor might defignedly protraA the 
ipeech, that Patroctms might himfelf behold the difbefs of the 
army : thus every moment he detained him, enforced his ar- 
Ifuments by the growing misfortunes of the Creeks, Whether 
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Ufyjfes, Agametmim, DiomeJl, 

And flern EaryfyUu^ already bleed. 

But ah! what flattering hopes I entertain? 

jSMUs hetdis not, but derides our pain i 
iioEv'n till the flames conifiimc our fleet, he flays. 

And waits the rifkig of the fatd Wai€. 

Chief after Chief the raging foe de{hx)ys; 

Calm he looks on, and evYy death enjoys. 

Now the flow courfe of all-impairing time 
•iJ'Unilrings my nerres, and ends my manly primes 

Oh! had I flitt that flrength my youth poflcfs'd. 

When this bold arm th' Efemn powYs opprcls'd. 

The bulls of Elis in glad triumph led. 

And ilretch*d the great Itymmdus dead ! 

this was the intention or not^ it muftbe allowed that the fby of 
Patroclns was rery happy for the Greeh; for by thismeani be met 
Eserypyltts wounded* who confirm'd him into a certainty that their 
affairs were defperate, without jichiUes's aid. 

As for Nejior's feooui (fory, it is much ca(i^ .eo be ^sS^iMii 
it tends dire^y to the matter in hand* and is told in fuch a man- 
ner as to afie£l both Tatroclns and jithittes -, the ciKumftances are 
well adapted to the perfon to whom they are fpoken* and by re- 
peating their fatlier's inflru6lion5> he as it were brings them in, 
ieoooding his admonitions> 

V. 818. The bulls of Elis in glad triumph led."] EGs U the whole 
fcuthern part of Pelopormefus, between Athaia and Mejfema ; |s 
was originally divided into fcveral diftrifts or principalities, ate- 
vasdi it was redoc'd to two i the oae; of the Eliami whe were 
the fame with the j^t^w j the other of Neftw, This remark is 
JMcefiary for the nnderfianding what foUowSi Id Bmer's time 
the city EUs wm not built. Dacier^ 

H 6 Then, 
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810 Then> from my fury fled the trembling iwams. 
And ours was all the plunder of the plains : 
Fifty white flocks, full fifty herds of iwine^ 
As many goats^ as many lowing kinef. 
And thrice the number of unrival'd ffceeds, 

S2 j* All teeming females, and of gen'rous breeds^ 

. Theie, as mf firft eflay of arms, I won; 

Old NdiHs glory'd in his conquering ion. 

Thus iJis forced, ha long arrears refh^r^d^ 

And fliaces. were parted to each VyUMn Lord. 

SsoThe fls^te of J^/r was funk to laft de^iair. 

When the proud 'E^mu fir^ commenc'd the war.. 
For JSldtH^ fbns j^kidei rage had (lain: 
Of twelve bold brothers, I ak>ne remain! 
Opprefs'd, we arm'di and now,, this cohqueft gain'd^ 

835' My fire three hundred chofen iheep obtain'd. 
(That krge reprifid he might juflly dainu. 
For prize defrauded, and infulted fame^ 
When BUs^ Monarch at the publick courfe 
Detain'd his chariot,, and vidlorious horie.} 

The 



T.'S^S. At the piAUck tmrfe Detmfd bit cbMkt.l "Ti* fiid 
(hat thct» were particular games* which Angist had efiablifli'd 
ki his owi^^ftarf, and chac che Ofymfk games cannot be here 
luidorfiood, becauTe HermUt 4»d not iafticuce cbem cUl he had 

JuH'd 
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J40 The reft the people fliar'd ,• my fclf furvcT'd 
The jufl partition, and due vidims paj'd 
Three da^s were paft, when iJiis roie to war> 
With many a courfer, and with, many a. car^ 
The ions of A£kr at their army/s head 

^f (Young as they were) the vengeful fquadxoiis led,. 
High on a rock ^ir Jhyoeffo ftands. 
Our utmoft frontier on the tyUaa lands ; 
Nor far the fbreams of fam'd u^phdtts flow i 
The (beam they pafs'd, and pitch'd their tents below*. 

^Ofdlasy descending ia the (hades of night,, 
Alarms the tyliam^ and commands the fight*. 



kiO'd this Kifig> and delivfr'd his kingdom to PbyleuSi whom hit 
licher Amgjtas had baniih'd. Th^ prizes of thefe garnet of Anguu 
were prizes of wealth, as golden tripods, ^u whereas the prizes 
of the Olym^ games were only plain chapletf of leaves or 
brandies: bdkles* 'tis probable Homer knew nothing of thefe 
ehaplets given at the games, nor of the triamphal crowns, nor of 
the garlands wore at feafis; if he had, he would ibme where or 
ether have mention'd them. Eufiathius, 

V. 844. The fins of A£h>r.] Theie are die £m»« wh«m Homer 
calls the two Afb/ioM, namely, Etfrytmizad Creatms. Thryoejfa In 
the lines following, is the lame town which he calls Thrjon in 
the catalogne*. The river MinjM is the fame with wl!«^j7»x, abouQ 
half way between Pj/bx and Thrjoijfai call'd Mh^as from the 
Miryans who liv'd on the banks of it. It appears from what the' 
Poet fays of the- dme of their march, that it is half a day's march, 
between 1>/m and T^TToejjpk Emfia$bim. Stmkh liK9. 



Each 
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Each burns for fame, and fwells with martial pride i 
My fclf the forcmoftj but my fire deny*d j 
Fcar'd for my youth, exposed to ftcm alarms; 

%^^ And ftopp'd my chariot, and detained my arms. 
My fire deny'd in vain : on foot I fled 
Amidft our chariots : for the Goddefs led. 

Along fair Arme's deli^tfol plam. 
Soft Mhyas rolls his waters to the main. 

8^0 There, horfe and foot, the Pylian troops unite. 
And iheath'd in arms expedt the dawning light. 
Thence, e'er the fun advanced his noonday flame. 
To great Alph^us* ficred fourcc we came. 
There firft to y<rve our folemn rites were paid i 

865* An untam'd heifer pleas'd the blue-ey'd maid, 
A bull jilphAWy and a bull was {lain 
To the blue Monarch of the wat'ry main. 
In arms we flept, befide the winding flood. 
While round the town the fierce lEf^tms ftood. 

870 Soon as the fun, with all-revealing ray, 

Flam'd in the front of Hcav'n, and gave the day ,• 
Bright fccnes of arms, and works of wsy: appear i 
The nations meet 5 there Fylos^ Elis here. 

I 

The firft who fell, beneath my jav'h'n bled j 
^7 J* King jiH^iaj*£on, and ipoufc of Ag^mtdt: 



(She 
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{She that all fimpk's healing virtues knew. 
And ev'iy herb that drinks the morning dew.) 
I ieiz'd his car, the van of battel led ; 
Th' Efelans law, they trembled, and they fled, 

80 The foe difpers'd, their braveft warrior kiU'd, 
Fierce as a whirlwind now I fwept the field : 
Full fihj captive chariots grac'd my train ,• 
Two chiefs from each fell breathlefs to the plain. 
Then Amor's ions had dy*d, but Neptme (hrouds 

Sf The youthful heroes in a veil of clouds; 

O'er heapy Ihields, and o'er the proftrate throng, 
CoUed^ing Spoils, and flaught'ring all along. 
Thro' viidc Bupr^^an fields we forc'd the foes. 
Where o'er the vales th* Olenian rocks arofei 

90 Till PaUas ilop'd uS where Ali/mm flows. 
Ev'n there, the hindmoft of their rear I flay. 
And the fame arm that led, concludes the day 5 
Then back to Pyk triumphant take my ^vay. 
There to high j^ove were publick thanks aflignM 

95* As firft of Gods, to S^cr, of msinkind. 

V. 894. There to hi^h Jove tperepiAUck thanks ajjiff^d 
As firji of Gods, to Neftor, of mankind^ 
There is a refemblance between this paflage and one in the facred 
•fcripture, where all the congregation blejjfed the Lord God of their 
fathmsy and bowed dotm their headst ^d mrfh^ed tht Lairds and 
'tbet^l^ iQiron.2^20. 

Such 
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Such then I was, hnpcU'd by youthful blood ,• 
So prov'd my valour for my countrcy's good.. 
AchiUes with unadtive fucy glows. 
And gives to paOdoa what to Grau he owes. 

ooo How ihall he grieve, whea to thf eternal ihade 
Her hoiU (hall £jak, nor hi& the pow'r to aid 2 
Oh friend ! my memory recalls the day, 
VThea gathering aids along the Grecian &Si, 
I, and Ufyjfes, touched at Pthia's port,. 

90 j' And enter'd JPdeus* ho^itable court. 
A bull to Jove he flew in faaifice. 
And pour'd libations on the flaming thighs.. 
Thy iHf, Achilles, said thy revVend fire 
Mencetim, tum'd the fragments on the fire. 

aio^ Achilles fees us, to the feafl invites i 
$ocial we fit, and ihare the genial rites. 
We then explained the caufe on which we eame, 
UrgM you to arms, and found you fierce fx fame^ 
Your ancient fiithcrs gcn'rous precepts gave; . 

^l^Feksts faid only this,. " My fbn! be brave. 

A^encam 



T. ^if. VtHeasfiudMly this, •* ^ffithie have.'} The con- 

cifenefs of this advice it very beautiful > Achilles belog hafty, ac- 
tive, and young, might not have burthen'd his memory with a 
long diicourie : there^e JPeUm comprebeads all his iaftnidions 
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Menatt'ms thus? " Tho* great Acloittis (hinc 
In ftrength fuperior, and of race divine. 
Yet cooler thoughts thy ddcr years attend j 
'* Let thy jufl couniHs aid, and rule thy friend. 
3 Thus fpoke your &ther at Ihejfaiia's court > 
Words now forgot, tho' now of vaft import. 
Ah! try the utmoft that a friend can &y>. 
Such gently force the Herceft minds obeyi 
Some fav'ring God AMUe^ heart may moves, 
f Tho' deaf to glory, he may yield to love.. 
If fbme dire oracle his breaft alarm. 
If ought from heav'n witlx-hpld his iaving arm j 

Some^ 



in one ientence. Bot Mauttim ipeaks more krgdy to Tstmlmst 
he being more advanc'd in years> and mature in judgment % and 
we fee by the manner of the expteflioni that he was fent with 
AtUlUsy not only as a companion but as a momcor9 of which 
Nefior puts him in mind) to (hew that it is rather his duty to give 
good advice to AchiUes» than to follow his caprice, and efpoufe his 
refentment. EttJIathiMS, 

V. 4^22. Ah ! try the utmofi, &c.] It may not be ungrateful to 
the reader to fee at one view the aim and deOgn of Nejior's fpeech. 
By putting Patroclms in mind of his father's injun£^ions, he pro- 
vokes him to obey him by a like zeal for his countrey : by the 
mention of the facrifice, he reprimands him for a breach o( tho^ 
engagements to which the Gods were witnefles : by faying thac 
the very arms of Achilles would refbre the fortunes of Greecet he* 
makesa high complement to that hero, and offers a powerful in- 
finuation to Patroclm at the fame time, by giving him to undec- 
fbnd) that he may perfbaate Achilles, Emfiathins, 

T« ^^^. If ought frtm heav'n mth-ktld bis faving srm^ Keflor 

fays 
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Some beam of comfort yet on Greta may fhine* 
If thou but lead the Myrmidman linej 

930 Clad in AchUUs* anns, if thou ^pear. 

Proud 2>v^ may tremble, and defifl from war j 
Prefs'd by frefti forces her o'er-labour'd train 
Shall feek their walls, and Qretee refpire again. 
This touch'd his gen'rous heart, and from the tent 

935* Along the fhore with hafty ftrides he went} 
Soon as he came, where, on the crowded ftrand^ 
The publick mart and courts of juftice Hand, 
Where the . tall fleet of great Ufyjfes lies, 
And altars to the guardian Gods arife: 

940 There fad he met the brave EvMwi^ fon, 
Large painful drops from all his members run* 
An arrow's head yet rooted in his wound, 
The fable blood in circles mark'd the ground. 
As faintly reeling he confefs'd the fmart i 

945* Weak was his pace, but dauntlefs was his heart. 



(ays this upon account of what AchlUcf himfelf fpoke in the ninih 
book ; and it is very much to the purpofej for nothing could 
Iboner move Achilles, than to make him think it was the general 
report in the army, that he (hut himfelf up in his tent for no 
other reaibn but to efcape death, with which hi! mother had 
threaten'd him in diicovering to him tiie decrees of the defiiiiieft 

pivine 
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Divine compafiion touch'd l^Atrklus* hsoAy 

Who fighing^ thus his l^eding friend addreft. 
Ah haplefs leaders of the Qredm hod ! 

Thus muil }ne perifh on a barbVous coaft? 
»foIs this your &te» to glut the dogs with gore? 

Far from ^our friends, and from your native (hore! 

Say, great EuryfylusJ (haH Greece yet fhnd? 

Rcfift flic jct the raging He£fer's hand ? 

Or are her heroes doom'd to die with fliame, 
)ff And this the period of our wars aud fame ? 
Bfnyfylm replies : no more (my friend) 

Greece is no more! this xlay her glories end. 

Ev'n to the ihips vi^brious Thy purfues* 

Her force encreafmg, as her toil lOiewi. 
i5oThofe chiefs, that us'd her utmofl; rage to meet. 

Lie pierc'd with wounds, and bleeding in the fleet. 

But thou, tmedus! ad a friendly part. 

Lead to my fhips, and draw this deadly dartj 

With lukewarm water wafli the gore away, 
6^ With healing balms the raging fmart allay. 

Such as fage Chiron^ Sire of Tharmaey^ 

Once taught uichiUef, itnd Achilles thee. 



Cf 
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Of two fam'd furgeons, P^alirms Aands 

This hour iiirrotioded by the TroJMn bands^.- 
)70 And great Maehtun^ wouoded in his tent; 

Now wants that fliccxMir. which, fb'oft' be leot^ 
To him the chief. What then remains to do F 

Th' event of things the Gods alone can view. 

Charged by Achiiles* great command I Aj, 
)yS And bear with hafle the Fylian King's xcply:: 

But thy di^fs this inftant claims idief. 

He faid> and ia his arms upheld the chief. 

The flaves their matter's (low afqaroach iiirvey'd^ . 

And hides of oxen on the floor diiplay^d : 
^80 There flretch*d at length the wounded l^eco laf*;. 

FMtrocks cut the ibrky Aoel away. 



y,$6Z,Oftwofdm'dfitrgemsJ] Tho* Podaiiritis is mentioned 
firft for the fake of the verfe, both here tnd in the catak>gue» Mj^ 
Cham feems to be the perfon of the greatefl chara6ler upon many 
accounts : befides, ic is to him that Hemer attributes the cure of 
PkiloHetesy who was lame by having let an arrow dipt ia the gall 
of the Hydra of Lema fall upon his foot > a plain mark that Mar 
chacn was an abler phy(ician than Chiron the centauref who could 
not cure himfclf of fuch a wound. Podaiiritts had a fi>a named 
Hypotochus, from whom the famous Htppocrates was defcended. 

V. 976. 'But thy diftrefs this infiant claims relkf.'} EmfigthsMS^tf 
marks, that Hcmer draws a great advantage for the condu£k of his 
poem from this incident of the fhy of Patroclsu ; for while he is 
employ'd in the friendly task of taking care of Emrypjlust he be- 
comes an eye-witnefs of the attack upon the entrenchments* and 
finds the necei£tj of uiing Im utmoft efieru co mpve AthiUes. 

I Then 
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Tben in liis hands a bitter root he bniis'd ; 
The wound be waJh'd, the ilyptick juice intiu'd. 
The doling fldh that ioflaot ceas'd to glow, 
•S j* The wound to torture, and the blood to £oTr. 



^^^Mt^^ 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The battel at the Grecian wall. 

THE Gr«ks hmg nta'd mt tbtk atnmimmi, 
HeAor atttrnpuie ferct thtm j 6nt it fnviag m- 
foJlibU te fufi the 4iteh, Polydamas itdiiifei u ^wit thiir 
e^itii, and mimtgi th* atliuk o fioi. Jht Trojnu 
jilifv its eQunfd, imd himiag Jnided thar army imJM 
Miti tffM, iegm tht njfitiilt. But ufm tht iigfui. ^ m 
Mjie mfib aferftm m hii taiMi, which gfpem'i tit thilift 
hiaid <^ tht Trojans, Poiydamu ttUtar^Mirt t» vithAir» 
thtm aiain. His He&ar f^^ii,' luJ ceatimttt AmttnAt 
in which, afitr maty aairnu, Sarpedon fnuhf tht fifi 
triath M tht wail .- HeAor iilfi cafiing » fimt <^ a vifi 
fixittfottts ^m est rf the gatts, aadmtri atthbud^ 
his iroBps, wht viSfiuiQ fttrfutthtGnwca rum t» Aut 




v.. 



» • •^ ^. i< 



■M 








THE 

♦TWELFTH BOOK 

O F TH E 

ILIAD. 



"W VT'T' MILE thus the hero't pjons earn attend 
% V / The cure and fifcty of his wouiuM 

TiwMiu and Cntkt with clafhing fhieUi engage. 
And nwtua] deaths are dealt with mutual rage. 

Not 

• It imy be proper here to cahe 9 ftnnal vJew of the roa- 
Aift of tte liiul : the whole dcfign nirni ufon ihe wrath of 
^MUii : ibit wnch ii not ro be ippeai'd bu[ by the cala- 
nltin of the Gmh, who tte an^t (^ iheir frequeni deCeiti 
ttw impoTODcc of tfaii htio : lot in Efici U in Tngic poe- 
Vol-UL 1 ir;. 
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5'fifor teog the trench or lofty walls oppofes 
With Gods avcde th* iU-fetcd works arofc j 
Their pow*rs negledled^ and no vid^im (lain> 
7he walls were rais'd, the trenches funk in vain. 
Without the Gods, how fhort a period ftands 
10 The proudeft monument of mortal hands! 
This flood, while HtBor and Achilles rag*d 
While iacrci Tr<y the warring hofts-engag^ j 
But when her fons were (lain, her city bum*d. 
And what furviv'd of Greece to Greece return'di 

1 5* Then Neptune and jifoUo ihook the (hore. 

Then Ilia's fummits pour*d their wat'ry ftotcj .,^ 

i . ^. .. ; . 

try, there ought to be (bme evident and flecefl&ry incident at the 
winding up of the cataib-ophe/ and that Ihould be founded upon 
fbme viiible dtflreiit. Thi« €ondu£^ has an admirable eflE^> not 
•nly as it gives an air of probability to the relatioi^ by allowing 
leifiire to the wrath of AchilUt to cool and die away ^ degrees, 
(who is every where defcrib'd as a perfbn of a ihibbonl i^ient- 
ment, and confequently ought not to be eafily reconciled) Bbt alfb 
as it highly contributes co^e honour of A^Mks, "Which was t0 
be fiilly' fatisfy'd before he could relent. 

V V. 9, Wifhtit the Gods, h<m fhrt a period, fccj Mmer here 
' teaches a truth conformable to (acred fcripture, and almoA in the 
very words of the Pfalmiji ; Urdefs the Lord btdld the hoHfe, they 
Ititottr in xa'n that btdld it, 

V. 15. Then Neptune and Apollo, &t.'\ This v^hole EpilWe 
of the deftru£tion of the wall is fpoken as a kind of prophe** 
cy, V here Homer in a poetical enthufiafm relates what was to 
happen in future ages. It has been conjeaur*d from hence that 
ouf aijchor flourifli'd not long after the Tr^an war ; for had he 
» . lived 
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^fus and "Rhodtm dien Unite their ri]ls« ' ' 
Carefus roaring down the fiony hills, 
Mfeffu^ GrmncMs, with mingled force, 
20 And Xanthus foaming from l^ fruitful iburoe > 

Aid 



lived at a greater diftance, there had been no occafi6n to have tf- 
courie to (lich extraordinary means to defhby i "walU whidi wouM 
have been loft and worn away by time alone. 'HSmer (lays Ari- 
/iotle) {orefkw the queftion might be ask'd) how it came to pafs 
iBhat no mint remain'd of (6 gfeata wode? aad therefore contrived 
to give his fi£lion che ncarcft refemblance to' truth. Inuadatioi^ 
and earthquakes are iMpcnt go abolUh the Stroa^cSt works of 
man^ fo as not to leave the lead remains where they ftood. But 
we are told this in a manner wonderfclly noble and poetical: we 
fee jffoUo turning the courfe of th^ rivers ggainft the wall, Jttpitcr 
opening the catarafts of heaven, and Ncptknt rending the founda- 
tions with his trident: that is, the fun exhales the vapours, which 
defcend in rain from the air or cither j this rain caufes an inun- 
dation, and ihatinimdatiOn bvercvros the -wall. ,%"]ms the poetry 
Oi Hpmh, like magicki firft raifes a flupendous'objeft, and then 
•immediately caufes it to vanifli. 

What farther (Ifengthens the op'nion, that Honjer was particu- 
larly careful to avoid the objeftion which thofe of his owii a^e 
might raift againft the probability of this fi6lion,is, that theverfes 
..which contain this account of the dellru£lion of the wall feem td 
be added and interpolated after the firft ^^Titing of the Iliad, by 
'Homer himfelf. I believe the reader will incline to my opinion, 
if he confiders the manner in which they are introduced, both 
het«, and in the feventh book, where firft this wall. is mention'd^ 
Thertf, defcribirig how it was made, he ends with Ats line, 

iVfoerwhJcK is .in£erced the debate of .(he Gods concerning the 

method of its dcftrudUoo* at the conclufion whereof immc- 

^ I a diately 
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^nd gulphy SStmo^x, rolling to tEe mam 
Helmets, and fliiekisy and god-like heroes (lain : 
Thefe, turn'd by "Bhctkus from their wonted way^ 
Delug'd the rarapire nine continual days ; 
2 J* The weight of waters faps the yielding wall. 
And to the fca the floating bulwarks fall. 
Inceilant cataradis the thund'rer pours, 
And half the skies defcend in fluicy fhow'rs. 



<Iittely ^ows t verie that fe«ns exa^y to conned with the 

In like manner in the prefenc book, after the fourth Terfe, 

*rhat which is now the thirty (ixth* feems originally to have fol- 
lowU 

T<1^^ *u^fim1of, «M«x<?« /<* i^ptLl9L mvf^i fire 

And all the lines between (which break the courfe of the narra- 
tion) and are introduc*d in a manner not ufiial in Hmner) (eem to 
have been added for the reafon abovefaid. I do not infiA much 
upon this obfervation> but! doubt not (everal will agree to it up- 
on a review of the paflages. 

V. 24. Nine cotttinttat days,"] Some of the ancients thought it 
incredible that a wall which was built in one day by the Greeks, 
ihould rcfifl the joint eflbrcs of three Deities nine days : to iblve 
this difficulty. Crates the Mallejian u-as of opinion, that at (hould 
be wrir> f^ Ifutf* one (Uiy* But there is no occafion to have re- 
courfe to fo forc'd a folution ; it being fufficient to obferve, that 
nothing but fuch an extraordinary power could have fb entirely 
j-uin'd the wall, that not the leaft remains of it fliould appear; 
but fuch a one, as we have before (aid Hwm (bod in need x£* 
JLnftdthitts^ 

The 
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The God of Ocean, marching ftern before, 
30 With his huge trident wounds the trembling {hore^ 

Vail ftones and piles from their foundation heaves. 

And whelms the.fmoaky ruin in the waves. 

Now imooth'd with iand, and kvell'd by the floods 

No fragment tells where once the wonder ftoodi 
35* In ^ their old bounds the rivers roll again. 

Shine 'twlxt the \a^^ or wander o'er the plain. 
But this the Gods in later times perform $ 

As yet the bulwark flood, and brav'd the florm f 

The ffarokes yet eccho'd of contending pow'rs; 

[towVs. 
foWar thunder'd at the gates, ^ blood difbun'd the 

Smote by the arm of Jovt, with dirfc difmay, 

Qofe by their holbw 

Ht&ot's approach in ev' 

And He^^s fury ev*ry momicnt fear. 

45* He, like a whirlwind, tofs'd the fcatt'ring throng, 
Mingled the troops, and drove the fidd* along. • 
So 'midfl; the dogs and hunter's daring bands. 
Fierce of his might, a boor or lion fhtnds i 
Arm'd foes aroui^ a dreadful circle form, 

fO And hifHng javelins rain an iron florm : 
His powVs untam'd theur bold aflault defy. 
And where he turns, the rout difperfe, or die : 

I J He 



Jove, with dirfc dumay, 
fhips the Grecums hy; f^^^^^ ) 
'*ry wind they hear, ^ 
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He foams, he glares, hi biNiad^ ^gainft thetti di : 
And if he Ms, his cour&ge iMikes himfaii. 

J J* With equal rage encompafsM HnS^ glows j. 
Exhorts his armies, and the tren^bes^fbowB*. 
The panting fleeds impatient fury breathe, . 
But fnort and trend^e at the gulph beneath j 
Juft on the briidc, they neig^, and paw the gromiilii.. 

60 And the turf trembles, aod the skies refbund. .n ; . 
Eager they vieWd the proipc^ dark, and deep^. j .1 
Vafl was the leap,, and headlong hung the fieepi 
The bottom bflre, (a formidable ibowi) 
And bridled thick- with (haq>en*d Hakes below*. 

6^ The foot alo^e this ihrong defence could fbrcej^ 
And try the pafs impervious to the horie. , 
This faw Folydamas-y who, wiicly b^avc, 
Reflrain'd great ffe^Sor, and this counfel gave. 
Oh thou ! brave leader of our Trojan bands,. 

70 And you, confederate chiefs from foreign lands} 
What entrance here can cumb'rous chariots find. 
The Hakes beneath, the Gremr), \yalls behind ? . 
No pafs thro* thofc, without a thousand wounds, " 
No ipace for combat in yon' narrow bounds. 

*1S Proud of the favours mighty J»vi has ihown, . 
On certain dangers we too r^flily run: 

If 
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BboKXiI. HO MERs IL IAD. tpf 

If 'tis his Will our Jhauglity foes to tame. 

Oh may this i&fhat end the CjrarMtt name/ ^ - • ' . ;i 

Here, far fron> Jb^s^u l«t their heroes fell, 

80 And 00c great day tfttooy, and bury aUf! . 

But fhould they tuni, and here oj^refs our traitW^ «» 
Whathop^s, what methods of retreat remain ^ 
Wcdg'd in the trench^ l^-our own troops canfiis'i -i 
In one promlfcuous carnage crujfh'd zai bruis'd« . 

By ^11 I?£y mull p«!rifli,:tf thcijp arms pMwnl^ ' .. * 

Nor ihall a Trojan live to tcft the tale» ' • :^ /.• 
Hear then, yc'warmcj^i ^ladt-ctey 'wth.fy6ody r. s, . 
Back &Qm th* tmdieiiet y^our ^e^ beiod j 

Then all aligh^Ajgi w«dg^i»'fei| arriy, * . . ^ : . : 

« 

^ Proceed on fodt, itii-Heekt lead lihe^waj^ 

So Greece fhall fkkipiefete ©Or cc»^«'^ftlg pcw'rv- 

And this (if jVv^ coiifeht) hdr fatal hour. 

This counfel pleasi'd, the God-like HeBct fynmg 

Swift from his feat s. his ctogingrarmout- ning« 
^S The chiefs example foUaw'd by his train. 

Each qttits^ his Urar, and iffiie on the plain. 

By (^ders UriA the charioteo's enjoin'd, 

Compcll the courferis to their raxdcs behind. 
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Tlie forces part in five diilingaifh'd bands, * 
[OO And all obey their fev'ral chiefs commands. 

The beft and bnnrcft in the firft conQ»re, 

Pant for the fight, and threat the fleet with fire : 

Great HuBar glories in the van of theie> 

'B^dfimasy and brave Ce^hnes, 
:Of Before the next the graceful Faru ihines. 

And bold jfHenthomSi and Agam joins. 

The fbns of Fmm with the third appear, 

J^fhohts, and HeUmtrthe &cxi 

In arms with iheie the mig^tj jifiu fiood, 
I lO Who drew from JE^fTMMMf Ut nobk Uood, 

And whom j^kU-9. jj^w <;ouriqr# boit; 

The couriers &d on ^etfr'a. winding QiOfe«;^ ; 

jt9fem's ^ns the fourth bi^idn guides 

And great JBi^, bom on fount-fiili Ui. 
[Ij* Divine Sarfedon the laft band obey'd* 

Whom Glsuassand J0erof4u$ aid, 

T. 99. The farces part in fivt MfimgmPfd kndt^J The TroJM 
army is divided ioto five ptrtS} perhaps becaufe there were five 
gates in the wall* Co chat an attack might be made upon every 
gate at the lame inftant: By this meam the Greeks would be obli- 
ged to difunite, and form chemfelves into as many bodies* to guard 
live places at the fame dme. 

The Poet here breaks the thread of his narration* and flops to 
give us the names of the leaders of every battalion : By this con- 
^^u6^ he prepares us for an action entirely new* and di£^rent from 
any other ia the poem. Enflgt^ius, 

Next 
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Next him, the braveft at tbeir armor's head. 
But he more braye than all the hofts he kd. 
Now with compa^iied ihields, in dofe arraj, 

20 The moving legions fpeed their Jieadlong way^ 
Alr^y in their hopes they £re the fleet. 
And fee the Greciam gating at their feet. 
While ev'ry Thjan thus, and ev'ry aid, 
Th* advice of wife tdydamas obey'cl > 

25* ^fis alone, confiding in his car. 

His vaunted couriers urg'd to meet the war* 
Unhappy hero! and*advis'd in vaini 
Thoie wheels returning ne'er (haU mark the plains 
No more thofe couriers with triumphant joy 

^Q Reftore their mailer to the gates of T^ryJ. 



y. isy. >tfu$ aJmt cmf^igin ins ufl\ It arppears fh)m hence 
thac.dite chree capcaioswho commanded each banalion, were not 
fubordinate one co the other, but commanded leparateljt, each be- 
ing impower'd toofderhia own troop «»he thoi^htfit^ For others 
wife jtjhu had not been permitted to keep his chariot when the 
reA were on foot. One may obferve from hence, that Homer does 
n«f attribute the fame regular di&ipline in war to tbt barbarout 
nations, which.he had given to his Grtdans ; and he makes fbm« 
uie too of this defe£k, to caft the more variety over, this part o£ 
thcdeicription. Dadtr, 

v.. 1 27. Unhfffy hero! &c.] H<aner ohierves a. poetical juiSice in 

lelttion to jifinsi he puniflies his folly and impiety with death, 

^and (hews' the danger ofdefpifing wife counfel, and blafphemini; 

the Gods. In ^^ance of this prophecy* J(fim U killed intfae 

thirteench^ook by Lkmanns. _. . 
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Black death atten<fc bclund the QreciAn wafl. 
And great Idommms fhall boaft thy fell \ 
Fierce to the left he drives, where from the plain 
The flying Greeitms -ftrore their fhips to gainj 

\S Swift thro* the w^ their horfc stnd chariots paft. 
The gates half-opcn*d to fecciTe the hft. 
Thither, exulting* iir his force, he flics t 
His following hoft with danrcrnrs rend tfie skies : 
To plunge the Greciani headlong ia the main, 

p Such tneir ppond hopes, but £1 their ho^ were vaia J: 
To guard the gates, two mighty chidfs attend^ 
Who from the tKjHhs w^rke race dcfcendi. 
This TolypMesy great Tmthotfs* hen-,. 
And that Lecntewy ^like the God of war.. 

f J* As two tall oaks, before the wall they riici 
Their roots in earth, their heads amidil the skiesy 
Whofc ipreading arms with leafy hoaoiA's crowii*d> 
Forbid the tcmpell, aad prote& the ground i 

V. 143. This Polypoetfs — jini that Leofittti», &c,'] Theft he- 
toes are the oiigtmis of Pandams and 'Bitias in Virgil. We fee 
two gallant officers exhorting their (bldiers co kSt bravely ; but be- 
ing deferted by them, they execute their own coinfnandt, and 
maintain the pds againft the united force of the battalions^ of 
Ajins: Kor dpes the Poet tranfgreG the bounds of probability in 
the ftory : The Cueks from above beat off fbmc of the THjdw 
■w^irth ftones, and the ^06- way being tarrow> it ym ealjr to be de^ 
fended. EMfiathim, 

High 
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High on the liills appevs iht\t fifttdy ibrfla> 

1 5^0 And their dietp roots for ever brave the Aorin. 
So graceful thefe. and £) the fhock they itand 
Of raging ApuSi and his fixrious band* 
Orejtesy AmmMt in ^ont appear* • - 
And OBiomaus vmi ThoUti clo£e the rear > 

If 5'In vain their clamomts thake the an]^>ient Mds^ 
In vain around them beat their hotio^(^ !(hieldii 
The fearlefs brothers oh the GMci^m call* 
To guard their navies^ and defend- Ae walL 
Ev*n when they faw 7>y*s (able troops knpciid, 

160 And Greece tiimultfuous irom her tow'ysdefcerid,- - 
Forth from the portals hift'd tli* idtfepid fkiti • 
Opposed their breafts, and ftood themfelves the war^ 
So two wild boars fpring furious fpom their den> 
Rouz.*d with the cries of dogs* and vokrt'of meti^^ • 

16 f On cv'^ fide the crackling- trees 'they tcari ^ 
And root the (hrubs, and lay thec^MwO: bare^ 
They gnaih their tusks, with fire their eye-balls roll,. 
Till ibme wide wound lets ou t_ thdr mighty _fi 
Around their heads the whrllling jav'lins fung^ ,^ 

170 With founding fh-okes their brazen targets rung':' 
Fierce WJtt the fight, while, yet .the Grecian powYs 
Maintained the walls and mann'd the lofty toW'rsi- '" *^ 

I ^ 
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To iave thehr fleet, the hft cffints they try. 
And ih>iies and darts in mingled tempfib By, 

^7S A$ when iharp JBortas bkuws abroad, and brings 
The dreajy winter on his frozen wings: 
Beneath the low-hung clouds the iheets of fiiow 
^ DeTccnd, and whiten all the fields bdk>w« 
So faft the darts on either armj pour, 

tSoSo down the rampires rolls the rocky ihow^i 
Heavy, and thick, refiiund the battcr'd fliidd^ 
And the deaf eccho rattks round the fields. 

Witi^ ihame repuls'd, with grief and fiiry driv'n. 
The {r^Dtic u0u thus accuies heav'n : 

^^S In pow'rs inmuMtal who ihall now believe? 
Can tboie too flatter, and can JVv« deceive? 
What man, could doubt but Try*s vidxMrious poVr 
Should .humble Greea, and this her fatal hour? 
But look how waips from hdUow crannies driven 

ipo '^o guard the entrance of their common hive. 



▼. iSj. Thtfimh tf Afiuf.] This fpeedi of Afimt \% very ex- 
trcvagant : He exdaims againfi J^ter for a breach of promifci 
not becaule he had broken his word but becauie ke had not ful- 
fiU'd his own vain imaginanoof. This cxndu^ cho' very bhme- 
«ble in Afim-^ is very natural to perlons under a difappointment* 
who are ever ready to blame heaven, and torn cfaeir misfortuntt 
Biuo a crime* Mmfidtbktt. 

Dark'nj^ 
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Dark'nkig the rock, while with unwearry'd wings 
Thej ftrike th' ai&ikiits, and infix their iHngs^ 
A race determin'd^ that to death contend : 
So fierce, the& Greeks their kSk retreats de&nd. 
l^f Gods ! (hall two warriors oolj guard their gatei, 
Repel an army, and defraud the fiites ? 

Thefe empty accents mingled with the wind. 
Nor mov'd peat yeve*s unalterable mind 5 
To God-like He^ and his matchiefs might 

qo ^^ o^^ ^^ S^'^^7 ^^ ^ de^'d fight. 

like deeds of arms thro' all the forts were try'4» 

And all the gates fuflain'd an equal tide$ 

Thro' the long walls the Aony ihow'rs were heard» 

The blaze of flames, the flafh of arms appeared. 
:)f The ipirit of a God my breaft infpire. 

To raiie each a<Sr to Uky and iing with fire j . 

While Greece unconquer'd kept alive the war. 

Secure of death, jconfiding in. ddfpalr y . 

And all her guardian Gods, in deep difmay, 
1^0 With unafiifting arms deplor'd the day» 
£v'n yet the dauntleis JjiflthA maintain 

The dreadful pais, and round them heap the (lain* 

Firft Damafsts, by Tofypcet^* ffeet 

Pierc'd thro' his helmet's brazen vizor, feUi 

.. • ■ -Tk& 
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21 ^ The msi^oa ckaak die min^td' brains and gafe$ 

The warrior links, tremendous now no indBC 1 
Next Ormentts and J^^o yield their breath: 
Nor lefs Lemam* fhrows the field with death ^ 
FirA thro' the belt Wfpmttdmi^ he goi*U 
220 Then iudden wav'd kis unrefiAei fweixti 
w£«r(f^4«r/5 as thr(>' the ranks he broke. 
The faulchion ffat>dk, and fate fvaSid lj>e ikoke s 
lamenm^ Orefiu, Menm, Hedf 
And round him sofca monument of dead. 

22 5* Mean-time the bravcft of the 7h>fmcrcw 

Bold Hi^of" and fofydamas ^rfvbCy 
Fierce with iiilpatiience on the worksto fell. 
And wrap in rowling flames the fleet and wall. 
Theft on the farther bank now ftood and gaz*d> 
230 By heav'n akrm'd, by prodigies atnai'd ; 
A fignal omen flopp'd the pafling hoft. 
Their martial fury in their wonder loft. 
yave's bird on founding pinions beat the skies f 
A bleeding ferpent, of enormous fizb. 

His 



V. 2.33. Jove*i bird on fotmMrig pmionS} SccJ Virgil has Ixnijcaced 
this paf^ge in the eleventh c/Enetdt v. 751. 

' ' ■ ■ .' . 

Utqne volans alte raptwn cian ftdva draconan 

Saucius 
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"is His talons tniifs^; aiiv»i wi oiriing round. 

He fhing the bird^ . wliofe throat reody'd the wound : 

Mad with the finart, he drops the &tal prey. 

In airy cixclos wings his painful way. 

Floats on the winds, aid rends the heav'ns with cries:. 

|.0 Amidft the hpft the Men ierpent lies: . 

Th^, pale with terror, mark its fpires u|!ix)ll'd. 
And J^tfi/«'s portent with beating hearts behold. ' 

Then firil PolydsnMs tht. filence broke. 
Long weigh'd the fignal, and to ifaSlw ^kc.- 

4 f How 6ft, my brother, thy reproach I bear. 
For words well meant, and fcntiments finccre? 

True 
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Sancius at ferpens Jinmfa volfonins verfat» 
jirre£!ifqMe horret fqMomist ^ Jibilat ore 
jirdutis mfitrgens ; iUa hioti mws mrget ohtmc 
Ln&antem rofiro; Jtmul other a vnber^t alts. 

Which Macrabims compares with this of Homers apul gives the.pKr 
ference to the originaT/bn account of ^trjfiTs haV ing negle£led to 
fpecify the Omen, His prdtermljjis {qmd Jinijirk veniens vincentisms 
ftifHhehat accejjmi, & dccepU J ferpente imrjmfriddm eUlwe dejech, 
fa&otjUe Tripudso foirfiimo, eran cidonore dolwem teftantt, prmtervolat) 
ftui anhnam par^Adit dabartti velmt examine in tathtis verjihus cvrpms 
femanfit, Sat.i,^.c.i^ due metbinks this crtticilin might hav6 
been Q>ared, had he confider'd that Viygii bad xx> Mgn* or occa- 
fibnj to make fln Omen of it ) but took it only as a iwnural images 
to paint the pofture of two warriors ftruggling with each other. • 
T. a4jr. TheJ^h tf Polydamas.] The addrefs of fdydmnas to 
me^ in. this Ipeedi if jdmHrftbtd :• He knew that tfaej^aring 
fpiric of that hero would not fuffer him to Men to any 
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True to tliofe couofels wliich I judge the be(t» 
I tell the faithful didates of my breaft. 

# 

To ipeak his thought, is ev'ry freeman's rights 
Xj'oln peace and war^ in council and in fight $ 
And all I move, deferring to thy fway. 
But tends to raife.that pow'r which I obey. 
Then hear my words, nor may my words be vain* 
Seek not, this day, the Qreemi (hips to gauif 
2^5* For >{urc to warn us J<n^ his omen fent. 
And thus mj mind explains its clear event. 
The vidor eagle, whofe iiniiter flight 
Retards our hoA, and fills our hearts with fright, 
Difinifs'd his conquefl in the midctie skies, 
260 Allow'd to ieize, but not poflefs the prize \ 
Thus tho' we gird with fires the Grecian fleet* 
Tho' theie proud bulwarks tumble at our fleet. 
Toils unforeieen, and fiercer, are decreed 5 
More woes fhall follow, and more heroes bleed. 

t'K>n of a retreat : He had alrea<}y flonn'd the walls in itm^tn^ 
•ion, and confe<juently the aavice of Ptljdamas was flire to meet 
whh a bad reception. He therefore foftens every exprellion, and 
eadeavours to flatter Heffor into an aiTent j and tho* he is affiired 
he gJTes a tme interpretation of the prodigy* he fieems to be dif- 
tdenc ; but that his perfbnated diftmfl may not prejudice the in- 
terpretation, he concludes with a plain dedaration of his opinioa} 
and tells kirn that what he delivers is not conjefikurei but Iciencei 
and appeals for the truth of it to tb2 augucs of the wmy. JEi^^ 

- So 
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6 j' So bodes xny foul, and bids me thus adviie i 
For thus a skilful feer would read the skies. 
^o him then Heihr with diidain retuni'd; 
(Fierce as he f|>oke> his eyes with fury burn*d) 
Are thefe the faithful counfels of thy tongue ? 

70 Thy will is partial, not thy reafbn wrong: 
Or if the purptofe of thy heart thou vent. 
Sure heav'n refiimes the little fenfe it lent. 
What, coward counsels would thy madnefs move, 
Againil the word, the will reveal'd of yovet 

•y^The leading fign, th' irrevocable nod. 
And happy thunders of the hi^nDg God, 



V. 2^7. Thifieech tf tite^.] This fpeedi d^ IttSiir^i is full 
•f fpiric ; Hii valour is ^eater than the skill of toljdsauui woA 
he is not to be argu'd into a retreat. There is ibmecbiiig very 
heroic in that linej 



'His fwvri the have man dram. 



And asks m §men bmt kit amttrfs canfe. 

And if any thing can add to the beauty of it, it is in being ib 
well adapted to the chara£ler of him who fpeaks it, who is every 
where defciib'd as a great lover of his cpvoory.. 

\t may fecm at the firft view that HeOw u&s ^olydanas with 
too much ieverity in the conclufion of his fpeech : But he will be 
(ufficiently jufUfy'd, if we confider that the interpretation of the. 
omen given by foljdamas might have diicourag'd the armys and 
this makes it necd&ry for him to decry the predi6cion, and in- 
finuate that the advice proceeded aoc £rom his skill but his cow* 
ardicc BufiMm* 

TKcfc 
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Thefe fhall I flight? and guide mj ^viav'riiig mind* 
By wand'rixig birds, that flit with cr'ry wind V 
Ye vagrants of the sky ! your wings exteod, 

*8o Or where the funs arifc, or where defcend j : 
To right, to left, unheeded take your way* 
While I the didatcs of high heay'n obey. 
Without a fign, his iwofd the brave man draws,' 
And asks no. omen but his countrey's- caufe. 

xSj'But why fhould'ft thou iuQ>c6fc the war*s fucceftf'- 
None fcars; it more,, as none promote it Icfit. 
Tho' all our chiefs amid yota' ^^ expire^ - 
Troft thy own cow^plitttK te Ycipe ddt fircb ^ 
7\r9y and her fbns may find a general grave> 

290 ^ut thpu can'ft live, for thou can'ft be a flave; , 
Yet (hould the fears that.warj moMl ix^gefts . 
Sj>rcad their cold poifbn thro*^ our'fbldier's breaft$» . , 
My jav'lin can revenge fb bafe a part, 
And free the foul that quivers ia thy heart. : 



V. 281. To riihu Hkfir mOmii i Mff 'jn» iMf.;) Et^sikim hn 
fymd out four metmngs in theie two fines, and tells us that die 
words ixity fignify Eaft, Weft) Nerth* uxl South. This is writ in 
the true fpirit of t Critick} who can find out a myfteiy in tb« 
plained words* and is ever learnedly oUcure : For my pact, I can- 
not imagine how any thing can he more cleariy expreftM ; I care 
not* fays HeOor, whether the eagle flew on the right towttds die 
fun-rifmg) which was propitious, or on the le^ towards hia iet« 
dug) wluch was unlucity. 

Furious 
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>S Furious he fpokc, and ruihiiig to the wall. 
Calls oa liis.hod y. bi$ hofl obey the call , 
With ardour follow wliere their leader flies: 
Redoubling dampurs thuader in the skies. 
JVvt breaths a whirlwind from the hills of ii^... 

^0 And drifts of duft the clouded navy hide : 
He fills the Greeh. with terror and diihaay. 
And gives great Hp<^ the predeftin'd day. 
Strong in themfclvcs, but flrongf^ in his. aid, 
Cbfe to the works their rigid fiegc they laid^ . . ., 

Dj'In vain the mounds and maily beams defends 
While theiie they u^derInine> md thoQ^thej rendj^. 
Upheave the piles that prop the fblid wall j , 
And heaps on^heaps the fmoaky ruins fall. . 
Creed oa J^ rajppurts £apds the fierce al^pns ; . 

oThe crowded bulwarks blaze with waving afms» 
Shield toucbing ihield, aioi^-refulgent rowi 
Whence, hhjSogdartSy incejffint, rain below. 



• 1' 



V. 299. Jove rais'd a Whirlwind^ It if Vorth our nod(re to ob- 
ferve how the leafl^i^eiiniflanct grows In the hand of a greac 
Poet. In this battel it is to be iiippofed that the Trojans had got 
the advantage of the wind of cfai GrecianSi fb that a doud of duft 
was blown tqsoA their army : T^s gave room for this fiction of 
HomcYy which fuppofes that Jwe» or the air, rais'd the duft, and 
drove it ifi thf fact' of «bl-(?r«dLni^ > Bufistims. 

Thfii. 
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The bold AjiiC9s fly from tow'r to towV, 
And rouzC) with flame divine, the Gredan pow'r. 
3 1 f The gcn'rous impulfe ev'ry Greek obeys 5 

Threats urge the fearfal, and the raliant, praiie. 

Fellows in arms ! whoft deeds are known to Fam^ 
And you whofe ardour hopes an equal namei 
Smce not alike endu'd with force or art, 
320 Behold a day when each may aft his part f 
A day to fire the brave, and warm the coH, 
To gain new ghrks, or augment the old. 
Urge thofe who fhnd, and thofe who faint excites 

■ 

Drown HeBor^s vaunts in kmd exhorts of fight $ 
32f Conqueft, nbt faftfty, fiS th^ thoughts of all j ' 
Seek not your fleet, but filly from the wafij ' 
So Jove once more may drive thfcir routed tram. 
And T^cy lie trembling m her walls' again. 
Their ardour kindles all the Grecian powVs ; 
330 And now the fhnies defcend in heavier ihowVs. 
As when high yove his Iharp artillery forms. 
And opes his cloudy magazine of Aormsj 
In winter's bleak, uncomfortable reign, 
A fhowy inundation hides the plains 
3 3 5- He flills the winds, and bids the skies to flecp; 
Then pours theiilent tempeft> thicks aod deep: 

And 
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And firft the momitain tops are cover*d o'er. 
Then the green fkkls, and then the fandy (horei 
Bent with the weight the nodding woods are fien, 

40 And one bright wafte hides all the works of men: 
The circling leas alone ab&rbing all. 
Drink the diflblWng fleeces as they falL 
So from each fide increas'd the ftony rain. 
And the white ruin rifes o'er the plain. 

145* Thus God-like Ht^or and his troops contend 
To force the ramparts, and the gates to rend; 
Nor T}r(y could conquer, nor the Grtth$ would yield. 
Till great Sarfedon tow'r*d amid the field,* 
For mi^ty Jove inipir'd with martial flame 

;^0 His matchlefs fbn, and urg'd him on to fame. 
In arms he (hines, conspicuous bom afar. 
And bears aloft his ample fhield in air^ 
Within whofe orb the thick bull-hides were roll'd, 
Pond'rous with brafs, and bound with dudile gold: 

T. 348. Tii' great Sarpedon* c^-c] The Poec here uHiers in Sar^ 
pedon wich.abandaDce of pomp : He forces him upon the obfenra- 
ritm of the reader by the greacneft of the defcriptioni axul raiief 
our expedafcioM of him> intending to make him perform many 
remarkable aAtolu in the fequel of the poem, aed become wor- 
thy to £dl by cbe hand of FatroUms, Empathim, 

2 And 



^SS And while two pointed jav'lins arm iiH hands, 
MajeAick moves alongy and leads IkiiZydim baikb^ 

So prefs'd with hunger, fhnn^ mountain's hrow 
Defcends a lion on the'iiocks below; 
So Aalks the lordly lavage o'«r the plain, 

360 In fullen majcfty, and ftem difckin : 
In vain loud madives \aj him from afar. 
And (hepherds gaul him with an iron war) 
Regardkfs, furious, he purfues his way j 
He foam?,: he rpars, he rends, the p^ting prey. 

3^5* Refolv'd alike, divine Sarfelm glows . . 

With gcn'rous rage that drives him On the foes" 
He views the towVs, and meditates theif fall* 
To fure deftruftion dooms th' aipiring wall j 
Then carting on his friend aft ardent look, 

370Fir'd with the thirft of glory, thus he fpoke. 
Why boaft wfc,' Glaiuus ! our extended reign, 
^hcte-'Xmhfis* ftrcams enrich the tycian plain. 

Out 



V. 35'7. So prefs*d with htrngert from the moknfMs brw», De- 
fcends a tion.'] This comp'arHan very much reftmblcs chat of the 
prophiet Ifaiah, ch. 31. v. 4. where God himftif ii cbrtipared to a 
lion : Like as the lion} and the yonng lion roaring ^ Mis ■ prey ^ when a 
wultitnde of Jhcf herds is cali'd firth a^ainft fftm, ht'l^U not he itfraid 
9/ their voice, nor abafe himfe'.f for the noife tf thetn : So flutU t*k 
Lcrd of hcjis come dotmy thijt he may fi^'ht upon moMnt Sion. Dacier, 
' ¥#^71. Theffeech of Sarpedoa t§ GUucus.] lo former times 

KiDgl 
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Our num'rous herds that range the fruitful field. 

And hilis where vines their purple hanreft yield, 
75* Our foaming bowls with purer nedbr crown'd. 

Our fcafts eiihanc'd with mulic's fprightly found ? 

Why on thofc (hores arc we with joy furvey'd, 

Admir'd as heroes, and as Gods obeyed, 

Unlcfs great afts fliperior merit prove, 
80 And vindicate the bount'otis pow'rs above, 

'Tis ours, the dignity they give, to grace; 

The firfl in valour, as the firft in place. 

That wlien widi wond'ring ejcs our martial band 

Behold our deeds tranfcending our commands, 
Sy Such, they may cry, dcferve the fbv'reign ftate. 

Whom tjhojfe that envy, dare not imitate ! 



Kings were 1o«t>k'd upon as the generals of armies, who to return 
the honoars that were done them, were oblig'd to expo(e them- 
felves firft in the battel, and be an example to their foldiers. Up- 
on this Softedm grounds his difcourfe, which is full of generofity 
tmd nbblenels. We are, fays he, honoured like Gods -, and what can 
■te tnore unjoft, than nOt to behave our felves like men? he ought 
to be fuperior in virtue, who is fiipetior in -dignity i What ftrength 
IS there, and what greatnefs in that thoiight ? it includes juflicc> 
pratitude, and magnanimity ; juftice, in that he fcorns po enjoy 
■what he does not merit ; gratitude, becaule he would endeavour to 
recompenfe his obligstjons to his (ubjedls j and magnanimity, in 
that he defpiles deacbj and thinks of nothing but glory. Enpd- 
thins, Dadcr, 



•■* 
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Could all our care elude the gloomj grave, 
Which claims no ]e(s the fearful than the brave* 
For lufl: of fame I ihould not vainly dare 

39^ In fighting fields, nor urge thy ibul to war. 
But fince, alas! ignoble age mufl come» 
Diieaie, and death's inexorable doom j 
The life which others pay, let us beflow. 
And give to fame what we to nature owe \ 

SPf Brave tho* we fell, and honoured if we live. 
Or let us glory gain, or glory give ! 

He faid^ his words the lifl'ning chief infpire 
With equal warmth, and rouze the warrior's fire; 
The Troops purfue their leaders with delight, 

400 Rufh to the foe, and claim the promis'd fight. 



V. 387. Could all our csre, &c.] There is not a more forcible 
argument than this» to make men cQntenin dangers, tnd (eek glo* 
ry by brave a6lions. Immortality with etertial youthi is certainly 
preferable to glory purchas'd with the loG of lifie s but gk)ry is 
certainly better than an ignominious life s which at laftt tlK>' per- 
haps late, mufl end. It is ordain'd that all men flisll die, nor can 
our efcaping danger (ecure us immortality ; it can only pYt QS t 
longer continuance in di^ace, and even that continuance will bt 
but niort) tho' the infamy everlafting. This is incootdbUe) and 
whoever weighs his aflions in thefe fcales, can never hefiate is 
his choice : but what is mod worthy of remark, is> diat Htmn 
does not pur this in the mouth of an ordinary perfoD> but alcribet 
it to the (on of Jitpiter. Ettpathitts, Dacier, 

I ought not to negled putting the reader In mind* that this 
ipeech of Sarpedm is excellently tranflated by Sir J^bm Denham 
and if 1 have done it with any fpiiit, it is partly owing to him. 

Memfthiftt 
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Menefthem from on high the ftorm beheld. 

Threatening the fort, and black'ning in the field} 

Around the walls he gaz,*d, to view from far 

What aid appeared t* avert th' approaching -war, 

jOf And faw where J^ueer with th* Ajacts flood. 

Of fight infatiate, prodigal of blood. 

In vain he calls ; the din of helms and fhields 

Rings to the skies, and echoes thro' the fields. 

The brazen hinges fly, the walls refbund, 

[ground. 
lO Heav'n trembles, roar the mountains, thunders all the 

Then thus to Thobs i— Hence with ipeed, (he faid) 

And urge the bold Ajaces to dur aid ; 

Their flrcngth, united, befl may help to bear 

The bloody labours of the doubtfiil war : 
t J Hither the Lydan Princes bend their courfe. 

The befl and faravef^ of the hoflile force. 

But if too fiercely, there, the foes contend. 

Let Telamony at leafl, our tow'rs defend. 

And Jltucer hafle with his unerring bow> 
Q To fhare the danger, and repel the foe. 
^Swift as the word, the Herald fpeeds along 

The lofty ramparts, through the martial throng; 

And finds the heroes bath'd in fweat and gore^ 

Opposed in combat on the da&y fhore. 

Vol. m. K Ye 
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425'Yc valiant leaders, of our warlike bands! 
Your aid (laid, iho^^ 'Bttmi ion demands. 
Your ffa-ength, united, beft may help to bear 
The bloody labours^of the doubtful war: 
Thither thcLycian Princes bend their courl^ 
430 The beft and braveit of the hofHle force. 
But if too fiercely^ here, ^the foes contend. 
At Icaft, let TelamonthoCs tow'rs defend. 
And Teucer hafte, with his unerring bow. 
To fhare the danger, and repel the fb^ 
-43 J* Strait to the fort great ^jax tum'd his care. 
And thusbefpoke his brothers of the war. 
Now valiant Lycmede! exert your might. 
And brave OtteHs^ prove your force in fight: 
To you I truft the fortune of the field, 
AAO Till by this arm the foe ihall be repell*d ; 

That done, e^pedl me to compleat the dayi 1 
Then, with his fev-nfold- (hield, he Arode avvay. 
With equal flops bold Teucer prefs'd the fhorc, 
Whofe fatal bow the ftrong Fandion bore. 

High 

V. 444. l^'Jjofe fatal bow the firmg Pandion hore^ It it remark- 
able that Teucer, who is excellent for his skill in archery* does 
not carry his own bow, but has it born after him by Pam&on : I 
thought it not improper to take notice of this, byreafon of its im^ 
ufuahiels. It may be fuppos'd that Tetuer had chang'd his arms in 

- • this 



BboKXir. HOM'ERi ILIAD, iij 

45* High on the walk* appeared the tycum powers. 
Like fbme black tempeft gadfring roand the tow'rsi 
The Gmks^ opprefs'd, their ntmoft force unite; 
Prcpar'd to labour in th* unequal fight 5 
The war renews, mix'd (houts and groans ariie; 

.5^0 Tumultuous clamour mounts, and thickens in the skies 
Fierce AjaxBxA, th' advancing hofl invades,- . 
And fends the brave EpicUs to the ihades>>' 
Sarpedm's friend i a-crofs the warrior's way. 
Rent from the walls a rocky fragment lay i 

f f In modem ages not the fbongeft fwain 

Could heave tfa* unwieldy burthen from the plain. 

diis fights and complT'd with the exigence of the battel} which 
was about the wall; he might judge thatfbme other weapon might 
be more neceflary upon this oocafioA*' and 'therefbre^ committed hi^ 
bow to the care of Pandion, EHftatblms, 

V. 4y4, A mlfy fragmenu &c.] In this book both AJax and 
TJetior are defcrib'd throwing flones of a prodigious fize. But the 
Poet, who loves to give the preference to his countreymen} relates 
^e zStioa much to the advantage of Ajax t Ajax, by his natural 
(farength, performs what Hfilor could not do without the affifbnce 
of Jnpiter^ Enflathlns. 

V. 45'5'. In modern ages^ Thediflference which our author makes 
between the heroes of his poem, and the men of his age, is fb 
great, that (brae have made uie of it as an argument that Hcmet 
liv'd many ag^s after the war of Troy: but this argument does not 
feem to be of any weight; for (iippofing Homer to have writ two 
hundred, and fiftyv or tvo hundred and fixty years after the defiruc* 
tion of Trojy this fpace is long enough to> make (uch a change as 
he fpeaksjofi Peace, Luxury, or EflfenSnacy would do it ifi 4 muck 
lefs time« Dader\ 
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He poiz,'d, and fWung it round j then tofsM on higb» 
It flew with force, and laboured up the ^^s 
Full on the Lycian^s hehnet thund'ring down» 

460 The ponderous ruin crufh'd his batter'd aowfi. 
As skilful divers from fbme 9ky deep. 
Headlong dcfcend, and (hoot into the deep» 
So falls Epiclesi then in groans expires, 
And murm'ring to the fliades the ibul retires. 

A^f ' While to the ramparts daring Qhtum drew» 
From Teucer^s hand a winged arrow flewi 
The bearded ihaft the deflin'd paflage founds 
And on his naked arm infli^s a wound. 
The chief, who fear'd ipm^ foe's infulting boaft 

470 Might flop the progrefs of his warhke hoft, . 

Conceal'd the wound, and leaping from his heigi^' 
Retired rclu<^aut from th* unfini/h'd fight. 
Divine Sarfedm^ with regret, beheki 
Difabled Glaucm ilowly quit the fields 

47 J* His beating breaft with gen'xous ardour glows. 
He fprings to fight, and flies upon the foes. 
Alcnfdm firft was tioom'd his force to feci i 
Deep in his bread he plung*d the pointed ilecl j 
Then, from the yawning w . i:d with fury tore 

480 The ipear, purfu'd by guihing fheams of gorei 

Down 
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Down finks the warri<Mr with a thundr'ing founds 

His brazen armour rings ggainft the ground. . 
Swift to the battlement thevi^or flies» 

Tugs with fiiH force, and ev'ry nerve applies^ 
Sf It (hakes j the. ponderous floaes disjointed yields 

The rowling rums imoak akmg the field.^ . 

A mighty breach appears > the walls lie bare; . 

And, like a deluge, ruAies in the war. 

At once bold Ttucer draws the twanging bow, 
90 And Ajax &nds his jav'lin at the foe,* 

Fix'd in his belt the feathered weapon Hood, 

And thro' his buckler drove the trembling wood f - 

But Jove was prefent in the dire debate,.. 

To ihield his o£(spring, and avert \as fate. . 
95* The. Prince gave back, not meditating flight, r 

But urging vengeanccy and ieverer fight i 

Then rais'd with hope, and fir^d with glory's charmsj 

His fainting fquadrons to new fury warms* . 

T. 483. Smft to the battiemmt the viSorfisesi] Frqm what Sdt" 
fedmhcre. performs, we may gather that this, wall of rhe Cueks ^ 
wasrnoc higher than a rail man : from the great depth and breadth ' 
of it> as it is defcribed juA before^ one might have concluded that 
it had^been much higher : but it appears to be other^^'iie trom ihis ' 
paflagev and coni«quently the thicknefs of the watt was anfwer* • 
abl^to the wifdcnefi^of the ditch* Etifiathinu 

K ^ '. O where, 



O wl^re, ye tyoMm / is the ftrength jou botft^ 
OO Y^ur former fame, and ancient viftne k>(l! 

The breach lies open, but your chief in vain.. 

Attempts nlone the giuirded pais to gain : 

Unite, $pd foon that hoftiie fleet fhaU ftll; 

The force of pow'ifui union conquers sdl. 
iJOf This juA rebuke inflam'd the X^ian crew. 

They join, they thicken, and th' aflault renews. 

Unmov'd th' embody*d Qrttks that fatj dare. 

And fix'd fupport the weight of all the war ; 

Nor could the Greeks repel the tyctMn powers, 
j:.loNor the bold l^dam fiorce the Qrec'mn tow'rs. 

As on the confines of adjoining grounds. 

Two flubborn fwams with blows difputethek bounds^. 

They tugg, they fwcat s but neither gain, nor yield. 

One foot, one inch, of the contended field : 
fij'Thus obftinate to death, they fight, they f^l;. 

Nor thefe can keep, nor thofe can win the walL 

▼• yij. jfsm the mtfmes tf st^mtmg gnmnds,'] Thit fimile,iays 
Etiftathinh is wonderfully proper ; it has cue circumfimce that U^ 
feJdom to be found in Hwtn's allufions ; it correfponds in erery 
point with the fubje6^ it w«s intended to illufirate : the meafures 
oi the two neighbours repreitnt the (pears of the combatants : the 
confines of the fields* (hew that they engag'd hand to hand > and 
the wall which divides the arjnies» gives us a lively idea of die 
large ftones that were fix'd to detemine the bounds of adjoining 

Their 
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Their manly breafts ate luerc'cl with manjr ^ wound; 
Loud ^okes are heard, and rattling arms f denude 
The copious daughter covers all the fhore, 

* ■ ■ ■ 

rao And the high laarparts- drop wtth human gore. 

As whcri two fcales arc charg'd with doubtful loadsjw 
From fide to Hde the tremUing balance nods>: 
(While fome laborious matron, juft and poor. 
With nice exadtaeft weighs her W00II7 ftorc) 

2.^ Til] poisM aloft, the refting beam fuipends 
Each equal weight; nor this, nor that, deicends^ 
So flood the war, till He^'s matchlefs might 
With fates prevailing, tum'd the fcaleof fight. 
Fierce as a whitlwind up the walls he Hies, 

30 And fires his hofl with loud repeated cries.. 

v. j'21. jif when ttoofcaUsy &c.] This comparUbn is exceHeoc 
on account of its jufbiefs ; for there is nothing better reprefents an 
tTOiOt equality than a bohnee : but Homer was partkcultfiy exad^ 
in having neither defcriVd a woman of wealth and conditions for 
fuch a one is never very exa£ty not valuing a finaU inequality ; nor 
a {lave* for. fuch a one is ever rcgardlefs of a mailer's intereft : bue 
he fpeaks of a poor woman that gairis her livelibGiod by her la- 
bour? who is at the fame iimc yaSi and hooeft; forihe wxU neither 
defraud others, nor be defrauded herfelf. She therefore takes care 
that the &ales be exa6Hy of the fame weight. 

It was an ancient tradition) (and is countenanced by the author 
of Homer* 9 life afcribed x& Herodotmi) that thp Poet drew diiS com« 
parifbn from his own family ; being himfelf the fbn of a woman 
who maintained herfelf by her own induftry : he therefore, to ex- 
tol her honefty> (a qualification very rare in poverty) gives her a 
palace in his poein^ EMfia$Uns^ 

Advance; 
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Advance^ ye Trojaas! lendTCMir T^iant hands,. 
Hafte to.the fleet, and tofs the blading brands! . 
They hear, they run, and gath'ring at his call,. 
Raife fcaling engines, and aicend the wall : 

5*3 }* Axouod the works a wood of glittering ipears * 
Shoots up, and all the iriiing hoft.appears-« 
A ponderous Aone bold He^ift heav'd to throw. 
Pointed above, and rough and grois bebw: 
Not two flrong men th*. enormous weight could raiie, 

]'40 Such n^enas hve in the& d^en'rate da js. . 
Tet this, as eafy as a Twain could bear 
The fnowy fleece, he toi&'d, and (hook in airi . 
For Jove upheld, and lightened of its load 
Th' unweikiy rock, the labour of a God.. 

j'^f Thus arm'd, before the folded gates he came. 
Of mafly fubflance and ihipendous fl:amei . 
With iron bars and braz.eB hinges ftrong, . 
On lofty beams of iolid timber hung. 
Then thund'ring thro' the planks, with forceful fway, 

5'5'0 Drives the fharp rock^ the iblid beams give way. 
The folds are (hatter'd $ from the crackling door 
Le^p. the reiounding bars, the flying binges roar, . 



Now 
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Now nifliing in, the fiirioiu chief appears, 
Cloomy as night I and fhakes two fTiming {paisi 

'ff A dreadful gleun from hit bright armour came, 
And from his cjc-balls flafh'd the living Same. 
He moves a God, reHitiels ia his courle. 
And feemi a much for more thao mortal fiuce. 
Then pouring after tliro' the gapisg ipace, 

(5o A tyde of Itv^wu flows, and fills the pkcej 
The Crt*b behold, they tremble, aod they fly } 
^TJbeOwreishcsip'dwithdcatfa^udtuioult rends the tkj; 
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that Book. To which is added Horoic't Art of Poetry in Latin^ 
By Dr. !(/»/. Price bound xs. 6d, 

The Arc of Love> in imicacion of Ovid de Arte jtmsndi, Widi 
a Preface) containing a more particular account of the Life of Oxid 
than has been hitherto pubtiln'd by the Latin» Funthy or Ea^l^ 
Authors. By Dr.i(/V. P^'^^ bound ji. td. 

Mifcellanies in ^ofe and Verfe> by Dr. ¥^y viV. Animidver- 
iions on the pretended Account of Denmark, A Journey to Lon^ 
don in the Year 1698, after the ingenious method of chat made 
by Dr. Martin UJier in the &me Year. The Frumetary, a very 
innocent and harmlefs Poem. A Letter to the Honourable CharUi 
'BayUy Eiq. Dialogues of the Dead^ relating to the prefent Contro- 
verry concerning the Epiftles of Phalaris, 

Ufeful MifceUanies : containing, i. A Preface of the Publiflier 
of the Tragi- Comec^y of Joan of Hediniton, 2.TheTragi-0>medy 
of Joan of Hedin^tmi in imitation of Shake/fear. 3. Some Ac- 
count of Horace's Behaviour> during his Aay at Trinity College in 
Cambridge : With an Ode to increat his departure thence ; Toge- 
ther with a Copy of his Medal, taken out of Trinity College buc« 
tery. By Dr. !(/»/. Price 6 d. 

CaUipadia: or the Art of getting pretty Children; in four Bo«k5» ; 
tranflated from the original Latin of damditts §i^Uetus. Price i 
is.6d. \ 

Remarks upon Catoy a Tragedy. By Mr. Dennis, Price i s. 
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